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Biographical note

Family history written by Jean Hebert Brown

"The day books were written by my great-grandmother Jennie Kedzie Stone. When my mother,
Katherine Sayre Brown, decided to work on her genealogy, she decided to trace her mother's
family, although she did do some work on her father's family as well. But her mother's family
was more interesting to her and had been a part of her life.
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In the spring of 1795, the family of Adam and Margaret Kedzie came to the United States from
Scotland. They settled in Delaware County in Stamford, New York. The family had five sons
and two daughters. In 1826, their son William moved to Michigan with his wife, Margaret
Telford Kedzie, eventually settling around Monroe. They called their settlement Kedzie's Grove,
but it later became known as Petersburg.

The family spent the summer in a rented house in Monroe, while the father went 25 miles
up the Raisin River to clear some land and build a log house, which the family moved into in
October. It took two years of hard labor to clear the acres so they could plant corn and wheat.
The summer of 1828, the father became ill and in six days he died leaving his wife with the
children.

One of the sons of Adam and Margaret Telford Kedzie was William Kedzie, who was born
in Delhi, New York June 29, 1816 and died in Deerfield, Michigan June 8, 1895. He was
married to Marion Burnett, born in Washington County, New York, July 23, 1833, and died
in Deerfield, Michigan May 21, 1874. Margaret and William Kedzie had four boys, Robert,
William, James and George.

Robert Kedzie was a chemist who joined the faculty of Michigan Agricultural College (now
Michigan State University) and in 1863 was appointed Professor of Chemistry. The Kedzie
Laboratory on the MSU campus is named for him.

Their son, William, is my relative. He married Marion Burnett, and they had three children,
including a daughter Jennie Kedzie who was born in 1860 in Deerfield, Michigan. She married
George Augustus Stone.

George Stone became a prominent citizen in Petersburg. He owned a lumberyard and did well
financially. He liked to write doggerel poetry, and left us lots of his little poems as well as his
autobiography.

Jennie Kedzie Stone, his wife, my maternal great-grandmother, is the author of the day books.

George Stone and Jennie Kedzie had three children, one of whom was Ida Stone Sayre,
born 1883, my maternal grandmother. Ida attended Adrian college and gave a speech at the
commencement on "The Rights of a Woman." In 1910 she got a teaching credential and taught
Latin, German and English.

Ida Stone married Frank Valentine Sayre who was born February 14, 1885. They married
in Petersburg on June 26, 1912. Frank's parents had both died. Frank became an electrician
and moved to Detroit where there were more opportunities for employment. Ida occasionally
taught school, often as a substitute teacher.

Ida Stone Sayre and Frank Valentine Sayre had three children, one of whom was my mother,
Katherine, born in 1915. She attended Wayne State University, obtained a teaching credential
and taught art in elementary school until she married.

My mother married George John Brown, born on a kitchen table in a tenement in Kilmarnock,
Scotland in 1906. I was their first child, born on Mare Island, a Navy base in Vallejo,
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California, August 17, 1944. My dad, a lieutenant commander, was stationed there during
World War II to repair submarines, as he had a degree in engineering.

When the war was over, the family back to Detroit, and built a house in Grosse Pointe Farms.
I graduated from Grosse Pointe High School in 1962. I moved to San Diego, California in 1977
and have been here ever since."
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Scope and Contents

The Jean Hebert Brown family collection contains day books/diaries of Jennie Kedzie Stone,
an autobiography of George A. Stone, and the Kedzie family history book, "Kedzies and Their
Relatives," and its supplement, "A Century and a Year."
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
University Archives and Historical Collections

Conrad Hall
943 Conrad Road, Room 101
East Lansing , MI 48824
Business Number: 517-355-2330
archives@msu.edu
URL: http://archives.msu.edu/

Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Permission to publish material from this collection must be obtained from University
Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan State University.
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Conditions Governing Access
Legal Status: Donor(s) have transferred any applicable copyright to Michigan State
University but the collection may contain third-party materials for which copyright was not
transferred. Copyright restrictions may apply. Property Rights: Michigan State University.

Processing Information
Record group changed from 00238 to UA 28.5 to reflect the Kedzie family's connection to
Michigan State University. M. Badgley Malone, January 2020.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Autobiographies
• Diaries
• Family histories
• Michigan
• Stone, George A.
• Kedzie family (A. S. Kedzie, 1814-1899)
• Kedzie family (Frank Stewart Kedzie, 1857-1935)
• Brown, Jean Hebert

Collection Inventory

Jennie Kedzie Stone Diaries
Title/Description Instances

1925-1926 box 6328 folder 1

1927-1928 box 6328 folder 2

1929 box 6328 folder 3

1930-1931 box 6328 folder 4

1932-1933 box 6328 folder 5

1934 box 6329 folder 1

1935-1936 box 6329 folder 2

1937-1938 box 6329 folder 3
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1939-1940 box 6329 folder 4
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Autobiography of George A. Stone, 1932 box 6329 folder 5

Kedzie family history book and supplement, 1882-1896 box 6329 folder 6
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