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Historical Note

In 1964, Michigan State University signed a contract with the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) to create a research program in plant sciences and a building to house it. In 1966, the
Plant Science Laboratory building was completed. In 1975, AEC was replaced by the broader
based Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDA), which was, in turn, replaced
by the Department of Energy in 1978. The name of the Laboratory changed each time, from
MSU-AEC to MSU-ERDA, and finally to MSU-DOE.
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Scope and Contents

The collection consists of news clippings about the approval of the new laboratory, issues of
the Alumni Newsletter, a publication on history of the MSU-DOE plant research laboratory,
and abstracts of research for a U.S. Department of Energy site visit. There are photographs the
Plant Research Laboratory building and architectural models of the building. Annual reports
are also part of this collection.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
University Archives and Historical Collections

Conrad Hall
943 Conrad Road, Room 101
East Lansing , MI 48824
Business Number: 517-355-2330
archives@msu.edu
URL: http://archives.msu.edu/

Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Use
Permission to publish material from this collection must be obtained from University
Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan State University.

Conditions Governing Access
Legal Status: Donor(s) have transferred any applicable copyright to Michigan State
University but the collection may contain third-party materials for which copyright was not
transferred. Copyright restrictions may apply. Property Rights: Michigan State University.
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Controlled Access Headings

• Annual reports
• Clippings (Books, newspapers, etc.)
• Newsletters
• Photographs
• Michigan State University. Plant Research Laboratory
• Kende, Hans

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Newspaper clipping, 1965 drawer F.D. folder 1

Alumni Newsletters, 2005-2011 drawer F.D. folder 2

U.S. Department of Energy Site Visit- Abstracts, 2008 drawer F.D. folder 3

History of the MSU-DOE Plant Research Laboratory
1965-1990, undated

drawer F.D. folder 4

Photographs- Plant Laboratory Department collection

Buildings. Plant Laboratory Department box UA
Photo 55

Annual Reports
Title/Description Instances

Unpublished box Annual
Reports

1965-1966

1966-1967

1967-1968

1968-1969

1969-1970

1971

1973

1974

1975
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1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1991

1992

1995

1996

1997

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010
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