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Historical Note

From 1906 to 1924, sociology classes were taught in the economics department. In 1924,
sociology became its own department. In 1944, the department changed its name to sociology
and anthropology. In 1964, the name changed to the sociology department when anthropology
separated from it. The sociology department is currently administered by the College of Social
Science.
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Scope and Contents

The records consist of reports and publications, information about graduate studies, materials
related to rural sociology, and curriculum materials. There are also graduate student manuals,
an undergraduate student manual, and department meeting minutes. Reports of note include
Students' Beliefs About Post-War Problems, 1944; Social Backgrounds of MSU Athletes, circa
1962; Centennial Farms in Michigan, 1956; Social Effects of the Depression, 1938; and Utopian
Communities in the United States, 1943. Also included are two reports by Christopher Sower,
a MSU sociology professor. The records also include departmental meeting minutes from
1989-2005 which document changes in departmental policy and procedure.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
University Archives and Historical Collections

Conrad Hall
943 Conrad Road, Room 101
East Lansing , MI 48824
Business Number: 517-355-2330
archives@msu.edu
URL: http://archives.msu.edu/

Conditions Governing Access
Collection is open for research.

Conditions Governing Access
Legal Status: Donor(s) have transferred any applicable copyright to Michigan State
University but the collection may contain third-party materials for which copyright was not
transferred. Copyright restrictions may apply. Property Rights: Michigan State University.

Conditions Governing Use
Permission to publish material from this collection must be obtained from University
Archives & Historical Collections, Michigan State University.
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Controlled Access Headings

• College athletes -- Michigan -- East Lansing
• Depressions -- 1929 -- United States
• Farmers -- Michigan
• Graduate students -- Michigan -- East Lansing
• Sociology, Rural
• Sociology -- Study and teaching
• Utopias -- United States
• Handbooks and manuals
• Annual reports
• Letters (correspondence)
• Minutes (Records)
• Newsletters
• Hamilton, Ruth Simms
• Michigan State University. Department of Sociology

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Principled of Leadership, 1937 box 2388 folder 1

The War and Conflicting Social Philosophies, 1942 box 2388 folder 2

Community Organization for Health Selected References,
December 1950

box 2388 folder 3

Pamphlets, 1946-1956 box 2388 folder 4

The Role of Organization in Achieving the Goals of Planned
Change by Christopher Sower, March 1961

box 2388 folder 5

The Land Grant University "Development Organization" in
Transition: the case of the Cooperative Extension Service by
Christopher Sower, May 1962

box 2388 folder 6

Report to the Board of Trustees, December 1962 box 2388 folder 7

Social Backgrounds of MSU Athletes, Circa 1962 box 2388 folder 8

The State of Knowledge about the Roles of "Knowledge
Center Development Organizations" in Achieving the Goals of
Development Planning by Christopher Sower , 1963

box 2388 folder 9
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Updating Outdated Organizations by Christopher Sower ,
1967

box 2388 folder 10

Graduate Student Directory, November 1969 box 2388 folder 11

Manual of Information for Graduate Study, September 1964 box 2388 folder 12

Budget Material, 1967-1968 box 2388 folder 13

Graduate Studies Manual, 1967, 1969 box 2388 folder 14

Sociology 201, Undated box 2388 folder 15

Berkey Blazon newsletter (Department of Sociology
Newsletter), 1985; 1987

box 2388 folder 16

Centennial Farms in Michigan, 1956 box 2388 folder 17

Community Organization for Health Services, 1950 box 2388 folder 18

Correspondence, 1967 box 2388 folder 19

Data Tables, 1952, 1954 box 2388 folder 20

Day Care for Working Mothers, 1942 box 2388 folder 21

Evaluation of Sociology 201, 1947 box 2388 folder 22

Farm People of Livingston Country Michigan, 1947 box 2388 folder 23

Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft (Community and Society) ,
Undated

box 2388 folder 24

Mathematical Models for Human Group Organization, 1958 box 2388 folder 25

Personality, Culture, and the Social Order, Undated box 2388 folder 26

Prevention and Treatment of Juvenile Delinquency, 1943 box 2388 folder 27

Rural Sociology Studies

Attitudes and Plans of Ontonagon County High School
Students, 1969

box 2388 folder 28

Population Changes of Counties and Incorporated Places in
Michigan, 1950-1970, 1971

box 2388 folder 29

Population Changes of Incorporated Places in Michigan,
1940-1960, 1966

box 2388 folder 30

Social Effects of the Depression, 1938 box 2388 folder 31

Student Handouts, 1942, 1953, 1974, 1981, 2007 box 2388 folder 32

Student Beliefs about Post-War Problems, 1944 box 2388 folder 33

Study of the Problems Involved in Marriages, undated box 2388 folder 34

Utopian Communities in the United States, 1943 box 2388 folder 35

Global Transformations newsletter, 2007-2011 box 2388 folder 36

Advisory Commitee Minutes, 1996, 2003-2008
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box 2388 folder 37

Computers in Society - Course Announcement, 1971 box 2388 folder 38

Department Guidebook, 1966 box 2388 folder 39

Department Meeting Minutes, 2003-2007 box 2388 folder 40

Department Meeting Minutes, 2007-2009 box 2388 folder 41

Graduate Manual, 1979-1980, 1983-1984 box 2388 folder 42

Graduate Manual Supplement, 1985-1986 box 2388 folder 43

Graduate Manual, 1986 box 2388 folder 44

Graduate Manual Revised, 1986 box 2388 folder 45

Graduate Manual Revised, 1987 box 2388 folder 46

Graduate Manual, 1987-1988 box 2388 folder 47

Graduate Manual, 1988 box 2388 folder 48

Graduate Manual Supplement, 1987-1988 box 2388 folder 49

Graduate Manual Supplement, 1988-1989 box 2388 folder 50

Graduate Manual, 1989 box 2388 folder 51

Graduate Manual Revised, 1989 box 2388 folder 52

Graduate Manual, 1990 box 2388 folder 53

Graduate Manual Revised, 1990 box 2388 folder 54

Graduate Manual Revised, 1992-1993 box 2388 folder 55

Graduate Manual, 1994 box 2388 folder 56

Graduate Manual Revised, 1996 box 2388 folder 57

Graduate Manual Revised, 2000 box 2388 folder 58

Graduate Manual Revised, 2006 box 2388 folder 59

M.A. Program in Applied Sociology box 2388 folder 60

Undergraduate Manual, 1986-1987 box 2388 folder 61

Lists of Faculty and Staff, undated box 2388 folder 63

Sociology Faculty Teaching Schedule, Fall 1972 box 2388 folder 64

Minutes
Title/Description Instances

Meeting Minutes and memo, 1956 box 2388 folder 62

General Department and Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes, 1989-1995

box 2388 folder 65
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General Department and Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes,1996-2002

box 2388 folder 66

General Department and Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes, 2003

box 2388 folder 67

General Department and Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes, 2004

box 2388 folder 68

General Department and Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes, 2005

box 2388 folder 69
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Graduate Study in Social Psychology flyer, circa 1960s box 2388 folder 70

AKD Colloquia flyer - Professor Lewis Coser "Is the
Intellectual Obsolete?", March 12, 1965

box 2388 folder 70

Memoranda with attachments, January 1968 box 2388 folder 70

"Notes: Meeting with Five Graduate Students Concerned With
Training and Opportunities for Foreign Service", May 29,
1964

box 2388 folder 70

Manual of Information for Graduate Students, September
1964

box 2388 folder 70

African Atlantic Research Team (newsletter, department
information, symposium announcement), 2012, 2021

box 2388 folder 71

Annual Reports
Title/Description Instances

Published in State Board Reports volume Bd.
of Ag.

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

Unpublished box Annual
Reports

1956-1957

1958-1959

1959-1960

- Page 8-



Department of Sociology Records UA.16.113

1960-1961

1961-1962

1962-1963

1964-1965

1965-1966

1966-1967

1967-1968

1968-1969
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