
Now save up to 25% on the proven performance 

and durability of Rain Bird nozzles. The right nozzles 

make all the difference. Known for industly-Ieading reliability. 

our MPR, VAN and U-Series Nozzles aren't just right for the 

job-with new, even lower list prices-they're right for your 

budget. Paying even less on the nozzles more ContractOrs 

trust. That's The Intelligent Use of Water.'" 

Rain Bird-

See how much you'll save at 
www.rainbird.com/savings 

A job well done 
and savings 
well deserved. 

That's intelligent. 

Rain Bird- Rain Bird-
MPR Nozzles VAN Nozzles U-Series Nozzles 

Save more than 20% Save 25% over Save ne<!rIy 25% 
over 2008 Rain Bird 2008 Rain Bird over 2008 Rain Bi rd 

list pricing list pricing. list pricing 

Rllin Bird Rain Bird Rllin Bird 
2009 List Priu~ 2009 List Pri,,~ 2009 List Prite 

$1 6S $1 65 $1 76 
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How Australia, Texas and states fed by the Colorado 
River are meeting the challenges of landscape 
irrigation with of dwindling water resources. 

15 A Texas-sized water challenge 
The second largest state in the union has huge 
water problems. BV RON HAll 

, 9 The Colorado's uncertain future 
Areas fed by the Colorado River need to go on a 
water diet BY JOHN WALSH 

22 A climate change of anitude 
Australia serves as a testing ground for water 
strategies. BYRON HAll 
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fighting plant disease. 
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Time is limited, so see your John Deere dealer today. 
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Granular Products Praviding 
Immediately Rvailable Calcium 

" Solucal Enhanced High Calcium Lime 
Apply less product with superior results 
University tested & industry proven 

.. Solucal-S Enhanced Calcium Sulfate 
Your gypsum alternative 

Oi Sulfur MAXX 
Addressing soils with high pH and high sodium 

# 
RII OUf plOducts contain carboxy- PHCR Techno/O!lll 
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For fire ant colonies, it's a perfect storm. 

Only one solution has the benefits of both baits and contact insecticides. DuPon'" Advione fire ant bait is one of the fastest, most 

effective products available today- eliminating the entire colony in just 24 to 72 hours. Thanks to a new class of chemistry. Advione 

provides outstanding yeaHound protection in just one or two applications. And it does it all with an excellent environmental and 

to~icological profile. and a reduced-risk classification from the EPA. Experience all·in·one fire ant control today_ Calil..saS·6DuPont 

(1-888-638·7668) or visit us at proproducts.dupont.com. Advion.- Unbeatable results. 

DuPont ProfessIonal Products 

The miracles of science" 
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THEHALLMARK 
RON HALL EDITOR·AT·LARGE Contact Ron via e-mail atrhalt@queSlex.com. 

Saving water and growing a legacy 

J
ames "Jay" Livingston Frnlcigh is a 

proud and progressive grower. It's a 
lifestyle he is familiar with as he's the 

sixth gcncl"l'Ition in his family [ 0 work 
the family fann, which is now Gro-u:o 

wholesale nurse!)" ncar lI'ladison, FL 

Fmleigh is also a businessman. III 1999, he fOWldcd 
the plant lluI"SC'Ymars justa short drive sollth of the 
Georgia sCite line. He (Ii rects the more than 9O-acre 
opcr:1t1on \\~th the help nfhis wife, two sons and about 
50 orner oo-wori.:crs (during peak season), 

A wholesale plant nursery is one ofthe first links 
in the Green Industry supply dlain. But [ike every 

other link in the chain, it is being;lskcd to produce 

and deliver its products and St.: rviccs in a morc cnvi

romncmally friendly way. This includes reducing 

irs \\':ller and energy footprints. 

F ralcigh began gctting ahcad of that curvc a 

decade ago when, aftcr months of study and hun

dreds of dr:lwings, hc en!,tineercd ,I ncw way -
a Icss watcr-intensive, more efficient path-

to grow healthy, hearty IandSC"JllC nursery plants. 

He named it the Gro-Eco Growing System. 

The patented system uses raised beds where 

container plants are placed in protected sock
ets overlaid with a drip irrigation s}'Stem. The 

Fraleigh says his patented Gro-Eco 
Growing System saves 85% in 
water usage compared to traditional 
irrigations systems. 
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automated drip irrigation system applics the water 

directly to each plant, and only the amount of water 

each plant needs. Fraleigh says the system SllVCS 

85% in water USll!,'C compared to traditional irri!,>";l

tion systems. He estimates it is 5.1ving more than 

100 million gallons of water annually. 

"1'111 not digging ponds and ditches and trenches 
and becoming a waste water treatment plant. Envi

rOllmentally, it's the best way 1 ha\'e seen to produce 

l"Ontainer plants," says Fraleigh. 

There also is an irrigation line in thc middle of 

the bed that maint'Jins the proper tcml>cranlre for 

the root system, e\'cn in harsh wcather. The soil 

protects the roots o f the plants from bitter wi nte r 

cold (yes, nOM Flori{la gets frcC7..cs) and scorching 

summcr heat. And with euntaincrs surroumle<1 by 

soil , cmployccs no longcr havc [0 set thcm upright 

again after a strong blow. 

Gro-Eco planTS, recognizable by distincti\·c bluc 

labcls, ,Ire availablc at retail nurseries throughout 

the Southeast. His long-tcnn goal is to estahllsh 

Gro-Eco Growing Systcms elsewhcrc across the 

Un itcd States - close to locations, including retail 

outlcts, where significant numbers of omamcnml 

plants are sold. Buyers, including the big OOX stores, 
increasingly will fin-or loc-al supplicrs for cnviron

m~ntal and also \!conomie reasons, he believes. 

In 2007, Fmkigh was awarded the Agricullllral 
En vironmental LcadershipAward by the Florida 

Dcpanmcnt of AgriCl.tlrure. H e says he is flattered 

by the TCl"Ognition but stresses hc created his pro

duction sy'item for a more fundamcntal reason. 

" I di(1 this httause 1 love the industry and at [he 

saTlle time I wanted to improve it," he says. 
FI'.lleigh recognizes the great responsibility he 

h,IS to his famil y and cmployees. But he~ equally 

a W,ITC of his respons ibility to preserve thc resources 

of [he region, eSJ>L>t:ially il5 soil and water resouft:cs. 

The fann has been in his family sincc the 184&, 
and he views the leg-ICY he leavcs to the land's SCV+ 

enth generation, sons Russell and Lane, as central 
to his !ifes work 



Kubota Turf Equipment 
These days, often the difference bet.....-een makirq do end 
makIng a profit is the q,Jallly of}QJl" eqJlpment KLbota turf 

equlpment.S burll With ycu buslllesS In mind-to deliver a 

higher level of performTICe; to be more fuel-efficient cnd to 
prOVide more comfort cnd conventef1Ces that make each JOb 
more productive. Thars what turf pros all across the COlX'ltry 

call the -KL.bora Factor,' 

826 TL8 - Tractor, loacler cnd backhOe-this is the perfect 
alHn-one tractor for IcndSC~:lHl'J work. f\Iov.J with more 
horsepower. greater versatility and ertla1ced 
operatin;) performance. 

Z200 and Z]OO Series - COl"r1X'lCt or full-size? Gasoline 
or diesel? Either wifj. you get a htgh-perform.:nce zero-turn 
f11O\.'Ver with a pcM'erful KLbota·built engine. All models 
deliver high levels of lorq.;e to ha"'dle your tcujlest 

turf Challenges. 

RTV500 - St.:rts quicker. Rtns QUieter. Stops smoother. 
This all-p,xpose utility vehicle packs a pcM'erfull5.81-F 
Kl.bQta-bullr gasoline engine, yet is smarr enough (Q fit Into 
the back of a Iorl;I bed piCk4='_ 

1(IJl)l)t ANndng""'" KlquMIeoj ~ 1Iw\II9I KuI:IrIQ ~ CorporMiofl,lJj.A. FGfpnldul:! lind dNIfr InIomvdon. 
ull ..... KlJI!Ol"'m«llOl90b)www~ 

Opiiorw/~m.,-~shown. 
EVERYTHING YOU VALUE ao.-. T,,,,,,,, ""-....... _ 



GIC places emphasis on sustainability 
The president and president-elect of PLANET offer 
insight on how next month's Green Industry Conference 
wil l help professionals truly 'go green: 

BY DANIEL G. JACOBS MANAGING EDITOR 

E
nglish is 11 living lanb'llagc, 
and words have a tendency 
to shift meaning over time. 
Different groups claim them 
- some might argue hijack 

them - to serve their purposes. 
"Grccn~ and "sustainabi li ty" arc two 

tcnns whose meanings 1."SSt:ntially have 

been lost to the Green Industry because 
other groups have finagled their way into 
the "b'TCCn" diS<.1Ission. 

l.lll/(/scilpe MIIIUlgtI!I('11/ spoke with Bill 
H ildcbolt, president of the Professional 
Landcare Network (PLAt 'JET), and 
David Snodgrass, the president-elect, 
about those words and abo ut the upcom
ing Green Indust!), Conference (C lC), 
which runs along side the G IE+EXPO in 
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Louisville, KY, nc.\'t month. 
"It's all about emphasi7jngpllJftssWt1(IJin 

lhe Professional L.1ndcaI"C Nctwork," says 
Hildebolt, OlmerofNanJl-e's Sd~ Pre
mium -lurfScn~ces, \<\'inston Snlcm, NC. 

T he problcm, he ndds, is that outside 
thc landscaping world, the concept of 

romillll£d (JII pagr 10 



You've got enough things to worry about. But the proven pertormance of 
Pendulum- AquaCap'" herbickIe means weeds aren't one of them. Its water
based formulation gives yoo long-lasting, broad-spectrum preemergent grass 
and broadleaf weed control, with reduced staining and odor, plus easier dean
up. So don't worry about weeds popping up. Use Pendulum AquaCap. 

betterturf.com I 800-545-9525 

Always read and follow fabel d irections. 
_ ........ is. regis~ ,,-...,.....,. AQuaClIp is • ,,_ '" SASF. 

0 2008 SASF Corporal"", . AI! righl'~. 

The Chemical Company 



_-i"=EW.... S+VIEWS PLANET's BreaklastWith Champions 
roundtables again will be held each morning. 

amtilll/f/i /rum pngr 8 
what con~Otutes a "green industry" has 
been co-opted by ()[her imerests. 

~H'e want 10 advance and take the 
lead in sust:tinable prJctices, and show 
the world tvr are [he oribri n~ 1 G reen 
Industry, ~ says Snoob'Tass, president of 
D ennis' Seven Dec:s, Ponland, OR. 

the "grecn~ message and teaching con
tractors 10 embrace sustain:able business 
practices and lifestyles. Neither taSk will 
be e;lS}'. 

-In at will n.'quire n.'tlIkingcontml of 

'" f you ask a group of 100 people 
what 'susl:ain:abi lity' means, you' ll get 
100 different perceptions - 90 of them 
negati l'e, ~ H ildebolt says. "The tem l 
has been co-opted by acti,istS and uSt.'(1 

INTRODUCING THE FINN MTS 
MATERIAL TRANSFER SYSTEM 

Whethl!1 it's loll . Iggr.gall. mulch. or paver bloct. 
moving it is b3ck·breaklng work. The FINN MTS allows 
~ 10 quickly aOO efficitntly move these. and othef bulk 
malerials - no shovel required. So go ahead and bury 
your shovel. And watch your productivity soar. 

~ Aluminum panel construction ensures durable 
lightweight design 

... Reversible floor system for easy unloading from 
eith« side or quick dumping out the back 

... Powerful. multi·purpose vacuum. allows quick 
clean-up of debrislleaws 

~ ElectroniCally COIltrolled hydl'lllllics · no troublesome 
chains. driYe belts or putleys 

Put Old-fashioned, labor·lntensive 
pratt,e:; to;;;$ , .;Ith a FINN Mrs 

Vilit II. GIE+EXPO boatfl.7206. 

L •• rn more . t flnncorp.com/mts 
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Multipurpose debris! 
leaf vacuum 

800.543.7166 

ab"linSI liS so many times. 
" But '1!'t are the professionals, the tnle 

stewards o f the environment.· H ildebolt 
adds. ""''hat we' re working toward is: 
How do we integra te sust:tinabili ty into 
PLAI'I'ET so we cm be Im='/I :as the lrue 
leadcrs in th is increasingly key area?" 

l ea rning from one another 
M ueh of that begins wi th the educational 
programs at this year's G IC. 

"Somc are well ahead of others in 
~dopting SUSf:l inable Jlr:lctites," Snod
gr:tSS says. "\ Ve're going to share meir 
hest pr:lcrices :It G IC - eb 'a ting the 
industry as 11 whole and chanbring and 
greening how we th ink and oper:l te. 

"T his whole sustainabili ty mo\"ement 
Sl:a rted OUI all :tbout the ecology of me 
Jlbnet, ~ he continues. "Now it's much 
brooder - encompassing the necessary 
people and profit parts." 

At G IC, top professionals in the indus
rry will share ideas and strategies regard
ingsust1l in.1bility!lIld le:lll Il1!lI1!Igcment, 
Hildebolt SOlys. And those messages " i ll 
continue through other PLAN ET-spon 
son.-d (.,\·etl\:s in 1009 and beyond. 

"\-\'e li re developing a continual sus
l:ainability IC1Iming expericnce that "ill 
follow uS /Tom \"enue to venue," he S3VS. 

" Last N ovember, we had an outsl:amling 
C rysf:l l Ballmceting on sust'Ainabilit),. 
"" c had a re:l lly heal thy, fl"Ank discussion 
on what sust3inability means [0 regula
tors, the publ ic, the service sector and 
opinion forl11 ers.~ 

N atul"Ally, that discussion led 10 new 
educ lriol1 31 oppom mities at G IC. 

""" e' re looking at how you can 
sust:lin your personnel, as well as your 
Ix:rsonal health and wcll-Ix:ing and tha t 
of your fJm ily," H ildebolt says. "\Ve 're 
also looking at eduOIong members on 
the lIIany paths 10 incn.'aSC(1 profitability 
th rough susl'ainabi l i ty.~ 

Embracing SUSl:a inab1e business 
pr-actices and lifestyles also will help the 
Green Industry manage the message and 
public l)Crttprions. 

"- If you're nO{ l:aking care o f yourself 
and you don't ha\'c a profi t'Jble business 
model , you won't be sust:.lining much of 
anything, ~ H ildebo lt S3 )'S. "At PLAt'1E'1; 
we're f:lkin g a holistic approach." UI 

i 
I , 
i 


