
A free toolkit that wil l 
make you money. 
W h a t s not to like? 

When it comes to controlling fire ants, 
TopChoice* Insecticide is all you need. 

That's why we've developed the TopChoice Toolkit. Make one phone call to receive your free kit that includes 
all the promotional tools you'll need to succeed in selling the #1 insecticide to control fire ants. 

Call 1-800-577-5163 and select option #3 

Bayer Environmental Science, a business division of Bayer CropScience LP 2 T.W. Alexander Drive. Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 
TopChoice is a registered trademark of Bayer AG. Not all products are registered in all sûtes. Always read and follow label directions carefully. 
©2007 Bayer CropScience LP 

tOPchoice 
Fire ant control. 



Design Projects Faster 

• Become More Professional 

• Create More Accurate Estimates 

• Superior AutoCAD® Compatibility 

JThe industry leader for 
^Irrigation and Landscape Design Software 

for more than a decade. 

Buy now and be prepared for next spring! 
Visit us online at W W W . r a incad .com for details today! 

L A N D O I L L U S T R A T O R 

Email: sales@raincad.com Phone: (281) 463-8804 

Circle 142 

Damage on this bluegrass lawn was caused 
by a raccoon digging for white grubs. 

insect pests involves using these strategies 
in unison, which will help to retain the 
quality of the turfgrass. IM 

— The author is associate professor and 
extension specialist in ornamental entomol-

ogy/integrated pest management Kansas 
State University, Department of Entomology. 

He can he reached at rdoyd@ksu.edu 

The LEIT RC2 handset can 
communicate with up to 99 LEIT-2 
controllers from a distance of up to 
350 ft. line of sight. 

The LEIT-2 delivers high quality, 
multi-lingual and easy to use programming 
with features that can accommodate any 
application from residential installations 
to complex commercial sites. 

For more information call 
1-800-322-9146 or visit www.OIGcorp.com 
Environmentally concious controller that uses light as an energy source, and is lead free. 

continued from page 80 

insect growth regulator classified as a 
molting-accelerating compound that 
mimics ecdysone, a hormone responsible 
for initiating growth and molting activi-
ties, causing insects to undergo a prema-
ture molt. It works by ingestion and is ef-
fective on cutworms, sod webworms, 
armyworms and grubs. Halofenozide is 
supposed to provide two to three months 
of residual activity; however, this depends 
on soil type and moisture. This insecticide 
is most effective against smaller grubs 
than larger grubs possibly due to the ex-
tended length of time that grubs spend in 
the third larval stage. Halofenozide tends 
to kill when larvae molt to the next stage. 

The timing of application may influence 
the level of control obtained with insecti-
cides. Insecticides may be applied either 

The holes in this damaged lawn were made 
by starlings probing for white grubs. 

preventatively or curatively, based on the 
turfgrass insects being targeted for control. 

There are a number of management 
strategies, both cultural and insecticidal, 
that can be used to "de-bug" your turf-
grass; however, it is important to consider 
that the success of controlling both 
aboveground and belowground turfgrass 

2-Station Ambient Powered Wireless Irrigation Control Systems 
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Trust your number one surface-feeder brand 
to control more than just your pest problems. 

With Talstar" Professional insecticide from FMC, you know you'll get 
the job done right every time. That's because it gives you the proven 
reliability of Talstar for superior, long-lasting, broad-spectrum control 
of the toughest surface-feeding pests. No odor, non-staining, plus it's 
not phytotoxic, making it friendly to turf and ornamentals. So your 
doubts, worries and second guesses have nowhere to hide. 

For more information, please contact your FMC sales representative or 
local FMC distributor. 

Talstar Trusted Because It Works. 

Always read and follow label directions FMC and Talstar are trademarks of FMC Corporation ©2007 FMC Corporation 
All rights reserved FSP-035301 03/07 NK 

•FMC 
FMC Professional Solutions 
1-800-321-1FMC • fmcprosolutions.com 
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• • • • SOLUTIONS FOR A GROWING INDUSTRY 

Landscape 
M A N A G E M E N T ! 

BUSINESS 
PLANNER 
2008 
This October, Landscape 

Management presents you 
with its one-of-a-kind issue 

designed to make the budgeting and 
planning process pain-free. You'll be 
relieved when you read the relevant 
editorial including coverage on marketing 
techniques that work, setting sales 
expectations, adding new money-making 
services, recruiting and training, 
and getting working capital to grow 
your business. 

For advertising inquiries, please call 
your sales manager or Publisher Kevin 
Stoltman at 216-706-3740. Not only is 
this issue the most valuable ad buy of 
the year, the Landscape Management 
Business Planner receives bonus 
distribution at Green Industry & 
Equipment Expo in October. 





Increase Your 
Trimmer 
Productivity... 

...with the 
SPEED-FEED 450 

and the NEW 
SPEED-FEED 375 

• Re-load in 30 Seconds 
• Patented Bump-feed 
• Tough & Durable 
• Adapter Kits Available 

shindaiwa 
See the online demo at 

www.shindaiwa.com 

j -
T E C H N O L O G Y KEEPIN' IT FRESH 

While all stabilizers are 

generally beneficial, you need 

to pick the right one. 

Yes, fuel stabilizers 
BY ALLEN SPENCE 

uel stabilizer: What is it 
and why is it important 
to me? You have read 
several articles where I 
have mentioned fuel 
stabilizer and told you 
that you should be 

using it. Now I want to give you some 
reasons why. 
1. Not all gasolines are equal. While they 
all come from the same base stock (crude 
oil), and the end result is similar, they 
vary. These differences are in the addi-
tives. Some additives clean; some protect; 
and others serve as octane boosters. And 
all these additives change to other com-
pounds over time. Fuel stabilizer prevents 
that from happening. 
2. Gasoline loses its potency over time. 
Old gasoline tends to turn into a varnish-
type substance that coats everything it 
comes into contact with. This leads to 
gummed-up fuel lines, valves, carburetors, 
fuel tanks, in short, everything in the fuel 
system. I have seen equipment where 
every one of those items had to be 
cleaned or replaced because of old fuel. 
3. Moisture and corrosion are prevented. 
Some service stations have more moisture 
in their fuel than others. Some moisture is 
caused by condensation. This is worse in 

some areas than others. Moisture leads to 
corrosion and improper engine operation. 
Fuel stabilizer will counteract the effects 
of moisture. Most handheld equipment 
with 2-stroke-cycle engines can be ad-
versely affected by as little as 5% contam-
ination. 
4. Most equipment manufactures 
recommend it. As a matter of fact, most 
of them sell it. A quick Internet search 
for fuel stabilizer shows every major man-
ufacture recommends the use of fuel 
stabilizer. Most of them offer it for sale 
from their Web stores. Marine equipment 
to motorcycle manufactures and just 
about everything in between 2- and 4-
cycle manufactures of outdoor power 
equipment included. These companies 
spend lots of money on research and 
development. So, when they recommend 
a certain product, I heed their advice. 

There are differences in fuel stabiliz-
ers. Some are stabilizers only; some are 
cleaners also. There is a big difference in 
price from one brand to another. You 
need to check the emissions laws in your 
state before purchasing any. This could 
prevent purchasing a product you should-
n't use. 

— The author is turf equipment 
management instructor at Hinds 

Community College in Raymond, MS. 
Contact him at haspence@hindscc.edu. 

http://www.shindaiwa.com
mailto:haspence@hindscc.edu


—SPECIAL OFFER— 
See your authorized Shindaiwa dealer 
for a $35 instant savings on any 
C4 Technology" Trimmer or Multi-Tool! 

T2510 TRIMMER 
D i s p l a c e m e n t : 24.5cc I O u t p u t : I.I h p 

First to Start. Last to Quit 

Take it outside. 
Our company, our products and our 

reputation are all built on one 
P principle: Quality. 

It s what we're 
made of. 
Better parts and better 

engineering mean 
greater performance 

and longer life. 
At Shindaiwa. we invest 

more in research, design 
and materials to give you a 

product that outperforms the 
competition year after year. 

• Offer valid March 1.2007 through June 30.2007 Circle 145 





Noticeably beautiful lawns 

That's what people want from their lawn care provider. With products like Headway1 

in your arsenal, you can give them what they want. Headway fungicide combines the 
power of two outstanding active ingredients pioneered by Syngenta 
(azoxystrobin and propiconazole). This new formulation affordably 
controls all major turf diseases including brown patch and dollar 
spot with a dual mode of systemic action. 

We believe creating a beautiful lawn goes beyond weed and insect 
control. That's why we continue to innovate and develop products 
like Headway fungicide that allow you to provide an ever-increasing 
level of service and performance. 



Solutions Center 
TECHNOLOGY REAL ANSWERS TO REAL CHALLENGES 

Death by fungi 
BY BRUCE MARTIN 

T 
Ihe value of healthy 
lawns goes beyond aes-
thetics. In addition to 
pleasing the eye, they 

provide erosion protection, 
noise reduction and maintain or 
increase property values In 
stressful environments, diseases 
can take their toll on lawns. 
Many companies offer disease 
control services along with 
other lawn care activities, such 
as fertilization, weed control 
and insect control. 

A multi-faceted approach, 
including the use of fungi-
cides, is often your best disease 
management strategy. 

Fungicides work best when 
turfgrasses are cultured prop-
erly within their limits of adap-
tation. Turf managers must rec-
ognize the limitations of sites 
for culture of the turfgrasses 
and modify the sites for opti-
mal growth, including selecting 
the best-adapted turf for the 
site, and managing it for opti-
mal health. This could include 
eliminating trees, selective 
pruning, proper grading for 
drainage and/or the installation 
of supplemental drainage. Even 
with proper care, disease may 
occur if weather conditions 
and other factors are right. 

When disease turns a healthy lawn into a 
blotchy brown mess, one part off the solution 
may include a fungicide. 

Fungicides can help treat southern blight (above), which 
causes large crescent-shaped bare patches and dollar 
spot, named for its round coin-sized depressions. 

When this occurs it's time to 
consider the judicious use of 
proven fungicides. 

Lawn care disease control 

Both cool-season and warm-
season turfgrasses can be 
plagued with a variety of dis-
eases and disorders. Major 
cool-season grasses used in 
lawns include Kentucky blue-
grass, perennial ryegrass and 
tall fescue. Warm-season turf-

grasses include St. Augustine, 
centipede, zoysia and 
Bermudagrass. All of these are 
affected by one or more im-
portant diseases, and are 
harmed most by disease when 
environmental conditions 
favor the pathogen (usually a 
fungus) and disfavor the opti-
mal growth of host plant. 

The most common damag-
ing diseases include brown 
patch in cool-season grasses, 

large patch in warm-season 
grasses, dollar spot and leaf 
spots (caused by Bipolaris and 
Drechslera species). Kentucky 
bluegrass is also prone to sum-
mer patch (Magnaporthe poae) 
and can also be damaged by 
stripe smut, leafspot and melt-
ing-out diseases [Drechslera 
poae). St. Augustinegrass, tall 
fescue and perennial ryegrass 
can be troubled by gray leaf 
spot [Magnaporthe grisea) in 


