
ask the expert 
BY BALAKRISHNA RAO 

Anthracnose on maple 
I have a Japanese maple that has white 
spots on some of the leaves and dying 
branches on the top. What is the prob-
lem, and how do I treat it? Also, do you 
know where I can find a dwarf apple? 

— MICHIGAN 

The foliar symptoms you have described 
suggest anthracnose fungal disease. The 
dieback you mentioned could be related to 
a number of stress factors. For example, if 
the root system is damaged, the corre-
sponding top growth will show declining 
symptoms. Generally, maples produce sur-
face roots. If these roots are cut off or dam-
aged, the connecting aboveground parts 
will show dieback. 

Another reason for the dieback is the 
activity of maple wilt fungal disease caused 
by Verticilium sp. To further diagnose this, 
take a finger-sized branch, remove the bark 
and look for greenish discoloration. If the 
twig is dry, it may not display the green 
well. In this case, slightly wet the cut sur-
face and look for greenish discoloration in 
the xylem. If the xylem is plugged by fun-
gal activity, wilting and dieback will occur. 

For positive diagnosis, send representa-
tive samples to the diagnostic clinic or the 
Cooperative Extension Service. For an-
thracnose disease management, apply 
fungicide treatments in early spring two to 
three times at 7- to 10-day intervals. For 
maple wilt disease management, reduce 
stress and improve plant health care 
through proper mulching, watering and 
fertilizing. 

To find a dwarf apple, contact some 
reputable nurseries such as Stark Brothers, 
Henry Fields, Gumeys Seed and Nursery 

Co., and Miller Nursery. Make sure the 
dwarf apple trees are adaptable to the cold 
hardiness zone in your area. 

Why all the rust? 
We are seeing more and more rust dis-
ease in lawns. Do you know why? Also, 
how can we manage this? Some of our 
clients think we are spreading the dis-
ease through our mowers, shoes, etc. 

— MICHIGAN 

Rust disease makes lawns unattractive. In 
many situations, however, turf will recover. 

In recent years, there has been an in-
crease in rust problems. One factor could 
be related to not bagging clippings. Many 
cities are now imposing laws that don't 
allow you to collect clippings after mow-
ing. This exposes healthy turfgrass to in-
fected turfgrass clippings, and under cer-
tain conditions will spread disease. 

It's also possible to spread the disease 
with mowing equipment and shoes but 
this is usually not the main cause. The rea-
son is because there are disease-causing 
agents in other areas as well. Unless the 
turfgrass is susceptible and favorable condi-
tions exist, the disease will not establish 
just because spores are present. For any 
disease to occur, there must be a suscepti-
ble turfgrass, virulent pathogen and favor-
able environment. 

For disease management, consider using 
fungicides such as Bayleton, Rubigan, Ban-
ner or Heritage. Repeat treatments as 
needed. Two to three applications at 10- to 
14-day intervals should provide adequate 
control. Where feasible, pick up the clip-
pings, and water as needed in the morning. 

Messy cottonwoods 
Each year, nearby cottonwoods shed 
seeds wi th a f luffy, cotton-like sub-
stance, and this creates a problem. How 
can we get rid of these? Is there a prod-
uct we can inject to eliminate these 
messy seed structures? When should 
we treat? 

— ILLINOIS 

Cottonwood trees (Poplar sp.) can present 
a serious problem when they begin to pro-
duce seeds, which are attached to cotton-
like outgrowth. During the seed produc-
tion and dispersal period, they can be 
blown to different places by the wind. This 
can trigger allergies or become a "messy" 
nuisance. 

Florel growth regulator, a spray treat-
ment, can eliminate undesirable, messy 
fruit. It is best to apply the treatment when 
most of the flowers are open in the spring. 
More research is needed to fine-tune the 
suitable treatment period. Applying from 
full bloom to petal fall in the spring should 
be adequate. Thorough coverage is impor-
tant. While treating, make sure there are 
no nontarget objects like cars in the area 
since Florel causes a reaction on car paint. 

I'm not familiar with any products you 
can inject for fruit elimination. Following 
good application techniques will help min-
imize drift potential. 

Read and fol-
low label specifi-
cations for best 
results. 

Manager of Research and Technical Development for the Davey Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio 
SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO: "Ask the Expert" Landscape Management; 7500 Old Oak Blvd.; Cleveland, OH 

44130, or email: sgibson@advanstar.com. Please allow two to three months for an answer to appear. 
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Want a 
pest 

new source for 
information? 

www.pestfacts.org 

Termites, cockroaches, rodents, even poison ivy and other nasty weeds. They're all pests, which 
means they can cause real problems that pose health and safety risks to children and adults. The 
good news is now you've got the Pest Facts Information Center at www.pestfacts.org. It's a handy 
resource discussing the problems caused by pests, as well as the safe and responsible use of urban 
pesticides and related issues. So don't just sit there...log on. 

©1999 RISE (Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment)* RISE 
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Easy stump removal 
BlueBird International's new stump grinder max-
imizes cutting performance with its 14-in. diam-
eter blade with carbide-tipped teeth, offering a 
variable cutting depth up to 12 in. A HiPower 
Double V drive belt offers more operating stabil-
ity and control. An adjustable, ergonomic han-
dle reduces operator fatigue, and user-friendly 
lift handles simplify transport to and from job 
sites. The stump grinder comes with either a 9-
or 11-hp Honda engine. 
For more information contact BlueBird at 
303/288-5880 or vww.bluebirdi.nt|.cpm I 
circle no. 250 

Washing parts 
National-Spencer's new 20-gal. capacity parts 
washer removes particles and soil from me-
chanical parts. It features a fusible-link steel 
cover that closes automatically in the event of a 
flash fire, stores up to 12 gallons of solvent, 
and re-circulates 50 gallons of solvent per hour. 
A built-in drain and chrome-steel flexible spigot 
come standard, and 
an optional cleaning 
brush attached by vinyl 
hose is available 
through special 
order. 
For more information 
contact National-
Spencer at 316/265-
5601 /circle no. 251 

Turbo-charged chipping 
Ariens' Pro Chip 12115 features a turbo-
charged 115-hp diesel engine with 15-in. x 17-
in. throat capacity. The only 12-in. capacity, 90° 
chipper in the industry, its SaverCut eliminates 
dead space behind the feed wheel, reduces 

jams, and uses less fuel than machines with a 
45° angle cut. A switch on infeed and dis-
charge chute hinge prevents machine from op-
erating when hinge is open. 
For more information contact Ariens at 
800/678-5443 I circle no. 252 

Clean with power 
Landa Water Cleaning Systems introduces a 
line of economy, natural gas-heated, hot-water 
pressure ENG washers that range from 2.8 to 
10.6 GPM in water volume and 1,000 to 3,000 
PSI in pressure. Features include an enclosed 

cabinet, the ability to support up to four re-
mote washing stations, the ability to be fitted 
with LP gas, and 50 ft. of high-pressure hose 
rated for up to 5,800 PSI. 
For more information contact Landa at 
800/547-8672/circle no. 253 

Better brush chipper 
Vermeer Mfg. Co.'s BC625A brush chipper can 
handle brush and debris up to six inches in di-
ameter. It features a four-sided bed knife and a 

thick cutter disc for more cutting inertia, and 
an improved variable speed hydraulic system 
that delivers 20% more torque to the feed 
roller. Three engine options are available, in-
cluding a 20-hp Honda, a 25-hp Kohler Com-
mand, and a 23.5-hp water-cooled Perkins 
diesel. 
For more information contact Vermeer Mfg. Co. 
at 888/837-6337 or www.vermeermfg.com I 
circle no. 254 

No more mower downtime 
With its stay-sharp Tungsten carbide-coated 
blades and maintenance-free Gravely XL spin-

dles, the Gravely 260Z zero-
turn mower is de-
signed to reduce 

maintenance 
down-
time. 
Available 

with either 
a Kohler Com-

mand OHV 25-hp engine or Robin OHV 22-hp 
engine, the 260Z's larger fuel tank and air-flow 
deck allow for all-day mowing. 
For more information contact Ariens at 800/678-
5443 or wvwy.anens.com I circle no. 255 

Grinding away 
Morbark introduces the Wood Hog, a 90,000-
Ib. horizontal grinder with horsepower options 
from 860 to 990, a 49-in. diameter grinding 
drum mounted on a 8 1/2-in. shaft and an ag-
gressive feed system that allows for product 
output of up to 400 yds. per hour. Standard 
features include auto feed system, wireless re-
mote control, magnetic end pulley, hydraulic 

continued on page 54 
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continued from page 53 
dual fold discharge conveyor and self-con-
tained air compressor. 
For more information contact Morbark at 
800/233-6065/circle no. 256 

The answer to de-thatching 
Growth Products' Control De-Thatcher is an or-
ganic inoculant concentrate containing microbes 
that produce enzymes which digest protein in 
thatch. Other enzymes break down organic mat-
ter into nutrients for other beneficial soil microbes. 
For more information call 800/648-7626 or 
www.growthproducts .com I circle no. 257 

Compact skid steer 
Finn Corp.'s new Eagle 250 compact skid steer 
is a "hydraulic power plant" that helps labor 

crews do more work faster, and with fewer 
personnel. A 25-hp Kohler engine generates a 
hydraulic flow rate of 13.4 gpm. Full power is 
delivered to wheels and tools at same time. Oil 
cooler is standard. Quick-change feature allows 

attachment changes in less than one minute. 
Over 30 attachments are available, including 
trencher, tiller and box rake. 
For more information contact Finn Corp. 
at 800/543-7166 or www.finncorp.com I 
circle no. 258 

Know where you apply 
Riverdale Chemical Co. introduces Razor SPI, a 
broad spectrum post-emergent herbicide with 
a blue dye spray pattern indicator to show ap-
plicators where the product has and hasn't 
been applied. Razor SPI contains glyphosate 
which controls a variety of herbaceous plants, 
including Canadian thistle, velvetgrass and 
knapweed. 
For more information contact Riverdale at 
800/345-3330/circle no. 259 

DANIELS WING PLOW 
Unbeatable maneuverability. 
Wings fold back to transport easily. 
Six sizes ranging from 12 to 24 feet. 
Turns your skid steer or wheel loader 
into an unstoppable machine. 

Putting The Fun Back Into Snowplowing. 
Call Toll-free 1-800-386-2932 • Fax 847-426-1171 

DANIELS PULL PLOW 
• Ideal for small jobs and tight spaces. 
• Complements your front-mounted plow. 
• Hook up is fast and easy. 
• Sizes to fit light trucks, sport utility 

vehicles, 3/4 ton and 1 ton trucks. 

Circle 123 
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Wall-to-wall 
A Want to know the advantages of building a tiered 

retaining wall system rather than a single, taller wall? 

Then check out Versa-Lok's technical bulletin on tiered 

retaining walls, which covers slope stability, foundation 

evaluation, drainage and geogrid placement. Line draw-

ings and photographs help illustrate these and other 

points. For more information or to obtain a copy of the 

bulletin, call 800/770-4525 or log on to www.versa-

lok.com I circle no. 276 

A Cosella Dorken Products says its DELTA-MS is an effective remedy for "wall weep," or the 
stains left on retaining walls when water seeps through joints or fissures. This dimpled, high den-
sity polyethylene membrane controls water flow and provides a cushioning layer that buffers 
walls against expansion and contraction of soil due to freeze-thaw cycles. It's available in rolls 
from 3 ft to 9.8 ft. wide and 65.6 ft long, and unrolled along the wall and affixed near the top 
using either a termination bar or L-shaped flashing plus two courses of nails and plugs just below. 
For more information call 888/4DELTA4 or visit www.deltams.com I circle no. 274 

^ Anchor Wall Systems' 
interactive multimedia 
training program for re-
taining wall installation 
features a CD-ROM with 
virtual reality animation 
and video that showcases 
basic wall construction, as 
well as retaining wall 
building instruction for ter-
races, curves, radii, steps, 
fences, guard rails and 
water applications. 
For more information or 
to obtain the CD-ROM, call 
800/473-4452/cirde no. 
275 

A Barco Products' recycled plastic landscape timbers are perfect 
for small retaining walls, walkway and garden edgings, planters 
and pond enclosures. They resist rotting, splintering and insect 
damage. The timbers measure 8 ft. X 5.5 in. X 5.5 in., feature an in-
terlocking edge and pre-molded knockout holes for rebar rod 
reinforcement and can be cut and drilled with conventional hand 
tools. For more information call 800/338-26971 circle no. 277 

http://www.deltams.com


N o o t h e r p r o d u c t 
b e a t s t h e durabi l i ty 
and design flexibil i ty 
of VERSA-LOK sol id 

retaining wall uni ts . 
No e x c e p t i o n s . Only VERSA-LOK, with 

its un ique pinning s y s t e m , p e r m i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n of an 
unl imited v a r i e t y of c u r v e s , c o r n e r s , 
and s t e p s wi thout s p e c i f i c a t i o n of 
spec ia l units . C a l ! ( 8 0 0 ) 7 7 0 - 4 5 2 5 for 

FREE Design 
& Installation 

Guidel ines . « VERSA-LOK 
Retaining Wall Systems 

Oakdale, MN • (800)770-4525 • www.versa-lok.com 
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The Landscape 
Management Handbook 

The best single-source reference containing the most 
current and comprehensive information on the basics of 
turfgrass and landscape management available today! 

edited by William K. Knoop 
125 pages, softcover 

95 
Item #LSMB830 

plus shipping/handling 
$24' 

# Provides an overall understanding of turf 
and landscape care and management and 
covers all the basics of the green industry 

£ Covers all the topics golf course 
superintendents and students of turfgrass 
and landscape management need to know 

# Combines practical information with the 
tried and true basics of management to 
provide a single, practical, affordable and 
up-to-date text 

# Features detailed information, charts, 
diagrams, figures and tables to illustrate 
key information points 

C a l l t - 8 0 0 - 5 9 8 - 6 0 0 8 
Fax: 2 1 8 - 7 2 3 - 9 1 4 6 

Outside the U.S. 2 1 8 - 7 2 3 - 9 1 8 0 
Order on-line at www.Iandscapegmup.com 

llease ment ion rode H-LAl when ordering 
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Jj Solutions 

As manufacturers expand controller capability and 
size, we create convenient solutions to easily adapt our 
remote control systems. To eliminate hardwiring, we 
produced Receiver Cards for quick and easy, perma-
nent installation that are capable of operating up to the 
controller's station capacity. With one transmitter you 
can control Receiver Cards for Rain Bird® ESP MC & 
LX, Superior Sterling and Irritrol® Dial & MC con-
trollers. We also offer portable, universal models for all 
24VAC controllers. -

( 8 0 0 ) 2 7 5 - 8 5 5 8 
www.remotecontroltech.com 

Remote Control 
Technology 

Tli i t t i loj i i 
Why Have Successful Turf Professionals Leveraged 

Their Experience And Chosen " f t fcdTVfra : 7 Over 130 
Dealers Operating Fleets Between 1 And 

30 Trucks Have Made'ÍRfc^ITWUii: North America's 
Largest Franchised Lawn Care Company. 

• Turnkey Operation With Support Systems In 
Marketing, Technical, Administration & Financial 
Planning Facilitates Easy Start Up 

• Highly Respected, Recognized Leader In The 
Industry For 30 Years 

• Large, Exclusive, Protected Territories Allow You 
To Develop Your Franchise To Its Full Potential 

• Repeat Sales Provide Solid Base To Grow Every Year 
• Custom Designed Applications And High "Quality" 

Products Lower Maintenance And Improve Results 
• State Of The Art Custom Weed Man Software 

Increases Efficiency In Your Business 
• Excellent Return On Investment, High Profit Margins 

Contact Us For Opportunities In Your Area. 

(416) 269-5754 
WWW.WEED-MAN.COM 
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C L A S S I F I E D S H O W C A S E 

Business Opportunities 

M A N A G E M E N T 
For ads under $250, payment must be 
received by the classified closing date. VISA, 
MASTERCARD, & AMERICAN EXPRESS accepted. 
Send to: Advanstar Marketing Services,7500 
Old Oak Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44130. 
FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION AND AD 
PLACEMENT, CONTACT: LESLIE ZOLA, 
440-891-2670, 1-800-225-4569, (ext. 2670), 
Fax: 440-826-2865, Email: lzola@advanstar.com 

Business For Sale 

BRICKPAVING COMPANY FOR SALE- Metro 
Detroit Area. $1,000,000.00 plus in sales. Commercial 
accounts and direct referrals. Excellent name recognition 
and quality reputation. In business for over 10 years. 
Fully Equipped. Asking $400,000.00. Serious inquiries 
to: PO Box 81243, Rochester, Ml 48308 12/00 

For Sale- An established, well run Landscape and 
Garden Center in Western Kansas. Sales in the past 
several years have increased by 60%, very profitable 
business. Most equipment new, bookings for the next 
six months. For more information write Dean Ellner, 
Inc. Realtors, Attn: Lyn Klein, P.O. Box 536, Hays, 
KS 67601. 10/00 

Landscape design and installation business in 
robust SAN DIEGO area. Over $300k gross with 
consistent bookings. Trucks, tractors, roto-tillers, 
trenchers, etc. Owner retiring, will assist for one year. 
For information: 619-445-9169. 11/00 

Expand your business into the Northwest 
Panhandle of Florida. Landscape/ Maintenance 
Company, including a Retail Nursery located in fast 
growing suburban area with high traffic count. Excellent 
clientele and reputation developed over past 11 years. 
Ready for energetic & enthusiastic owner. Send 
inquiries to: P.O. Box 7692, Pensacola, Florida 
32534 or e-mail: forsalenow411 @aol.com 10/00 

NORTH FLORIDA! A premier lawn care firm located in 
an affluent resort community. Well-trained staff, equip-
ment and commercial residential contracts included. 
Retiring owner will assist in the transfer. Financing 
available with as little as 10% down for an experi-
enced lawn care buyer. One million plus gross sales. 
Call Bob at McGinty & Associates, Lie. R.E. Broker 
904-733-7757. 10/00 

National Lawn Care Franchise in North Carolina. 
Established customer base, one of the lowest cancel 
rates in the business. 7 treatments, 35-40% Aeration 
Seed bookings. Nearly year round billings. Reply to 
LM Box 528. 11/00 

Unique lucrative, long established service business 
with nursery, acreage and facilities in affluent resort 
community. Approximately six acres, plus buildings, 
veh ic les and equ ipment . Excel lent cont racts . 
$1,365,000 in gross sales for 1999. Please reply 
to Email: janeschwiering@norris-realestate.com 

10/00 

BOX NUMBER REPUES: 
Landscape Management LM Box#, 
131 W . First St., Duluth, MN 55802 

(please include box number in address) 

* Sftd; Vt 4 V .1 
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The U.S. Lawns franchise 
Call 1-80Ó-US-LAWNS or 

: : yisit wwW.uslawns.com ; 

v .uJm«*, „ 

/P C 
WANT TO BUY OR 
SELLA BUSINESS? 

Professional Business 
Consultants can obtain purchase 

offers from numerous qualified potential buyers without 
disclosing your identity. There is no cost for this as 

Consultant's fee is paid by the buyer. This is a FREE 
APPRAISAL of your business. 

If you are looking to grow or diversify through acquisition, 
I have companies available in Lawn Care, Grounds 

Maintenance, Pest Control, Landscape Installation and 
Interior Plant Care all over the U.S. and Canada. 

P.B.C. 19 W. 555 Central Ave, Downers Grove, IL 60516 

1708-744-6715 • Fax 630-910-81001 

The Best in Synthetic Golf Facilities 

We will TRAIN YOU to be SUCCESSFUL 
in the Backyard Putting Green Business 

Call the Putting Green Pros 
Toll Free 877-881-8477 

www.theputtinggreencompany.com 

Educational Opportunities 

WESTERN TEXAS COLLEGE 
T w o year A A S degree program in 

G o l f Course Maintenance Operations 
& Landscape Contracting 

One year G o l f and Grounds Certif icate 
Fully accredited - V A approved 

Expanded learning faci l i t ies & new equipment. 
Graduate placement assistance available. 

Contact: Golf Course Operations -
Landscape Technology Department 

Western Texas College, Snyder, TX 79549 
915-573-8511, Ext. 305 

Become a landscape designer. Approved home 
study. Create plans for lawns, estates, courtyards, 
walkways, gardens, shrubbery. P.C.D.I., Atlanta, 
Georgia. Free career literature. 800-362-7070 
Dept. GTL694. 10/00 

EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS 
by adding a profitable, easy to install, 

patented putting green product to your line. 
15' Anso® Nylon Ultimate Eaze® Gol f System. 

800-548-0402 www.usgreentech.com 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY- Energetic person needed 
to market environmentally friendly liquid slow-release 
fertilizer and 0-0-25-175, chelated micro-nutrients, 
drift control, surfactants and many other products to turf 
and landscape industry. Buy direct from manufacturer. 
Free catalog Call: 800-832-9635. Fax: 320-238-2390. 
Email: kfranke@clear.lakes.com 11/00 

Discover www.HGBID.com, your free auction portal 
for the green industry with new timesaving, cost-cutting 
ways to run your business. Distribute, sell, or liquidate 
your equipment, products and supplies to a national 
market. Get a free web page with your free 
registration today at www.HGBID.com 10/00 

For Sale 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN KIT 3 
48 rubber stamp symbols of trees, 
shrubs, plants & more 1/8" scale 

Stamp sizes from 1/4" to 1 3/4". 
$84 • $6 s/h VISA. MasterCard, or 

MO's shipped next day. Checks delay 
shipment 3 weeks CA add 7.75%Tax 

AMERICAN STAMP CO 
LdaricJIS- 12290 Rising Rd LMM. Wilton. CA 95693 

916-687-7102 VoiceorFax TOLL FREE ( 8 7 7 ) 6 8 7 - 7 1 0 2 

4 0 X 60 X 12 

s $7,523 
Build It Yourself And Save 10,000 Sizes. All Bolt-Together All Steel 
Buildings. Call Today For A Price Quote And A Brochure. 

BUILDING S Y S T E M S 
8 0 0 - Ö 4 3 - 5 5 5 5 
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