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ASK THE EXPERT

BALAKRISHNA RAO
Manager of Research and

Technical Development
for the Davey Tree Co.
Kent, Ohio

SEND YOUR
QUESTIONS TO:

“Ask the Expert”
Landscape Management
7500 Old Oak Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44130

Please allow two to three
months for an answer to
appear in the magazine.
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Killing weeds in
juniper beds

I have a problem with weeds
and bermudagrass coming up
through juniper beds. A local sup-
plier told me that there is no poste-
mergent herbicide that would kill
the intruders without harming the
juniper. They recommended that 1
£0 to a preemergent program. This
may help keep the weeds down, but
what about the bermudagrass? |
suppose this is actually a two-fold
problem. What do you suggest?

- NC

Perhaps your local supplier is
not familiar with Vantage her-
bicide manufactured by BASF.
Vantage is a selective, broad
spectrum, postemergent herbi-
cide used to manage annual and
perennial grassy weeds in turf,
ornamentals and other specific
areas.

For bermudagrass in juniper
beds, Vantage can be applied
without harming the junipers.
Use about three fl. 0z.. of Van-
tage per one gallon of water.
This should also help manage
annual grasses from 6 - 12
inches in height as well as
quackgrass, another difficult
perennial grassy weed.

For better results, consider
using two applications of Van-
tage. Make the first application
when the bermudagrass begins
growing in the spring. Apply
the second treatment after the
treated bermudagrass turns red
and new growth begins to
emerge. Follow label specifica-
tions for best results.

Vantage is selective to
grassy plants, so be careful
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when applying near desirable
grass plants. Drift can also in-
jure the flowers of flowering
plants, however, BASF repre-
sentatives indicate that injury is
temporary and new blooms will
not be affected. When applying
Vantage in sensitive areas, con-
sider using a deflector at the
end of the spray nozzle to di-
vert the spray away from non-
target areas.

Vantage can be mixed with
preemergent herbicides such as
Surflan AS, if desired. Refer to
the labels of both Vantage and
Surflan for specific information
as use sites and weeds managed.

Ground ivy problem
Ground ivy creeps into lawns
from adjacent areas. We have been
using three-way mixtures of 2,4-D,
dicamba and MCPP, with varied
results. Any other options?
- Wv

Ground ivy can present a se-
rious problem if it is not man-
aged properly. The plants pro-
duce new growth wherever
their stems come in contact
with the ground. The three-way
mixture of 2, 4-D, Dicamba
and MCPP should work reason-
ably well. However, sometimes
this perennial weed may be dif-
ficult to manage with a few ap-
plications. Ground ivy is consid-
ered to have “intermediate”
susceptibility to the above mix-
ture in some situations. That
may explain why your are get-
ting variable results.

Consider using products
such as Turflon-II or confront.
Read and follow label.

Garlic & onion control

How do I manage wild garlic
and onion weeds in lawns? We
have difficulty managing them with
our regular program. We have used
Trimec 899/3-Way with sporadic
results. Appreciate your comments.

- M

Both wild garlic and onion
are difficult to manage. How-
ever, repeated applications of
herbicides such as 2,4-D ester
should help manage the weeds.
2,4-D ester is a selective, post-
emergent herbicide. This means
the target weeds, such as garlic
and onions, must be actively
growing. This product will not
help you manage the weeds as a
preemergent. A common prob-
lem is timing. If you apply her-
bicide treatments when the
weeds are not present, your ap-
plication will not have any ef-
fect on weeds.

Use caution when applying
products such as 2,4-D ester
herbicides near non-target desir-
able plants (vegetable garden
plants, flowering plants, etc.)
Ester formulations can volatilize
and drift to nearby plants and
cause injury. Therefore, avoid
treating during windy condi-
tions.

Read and follow label speci-
fications for best results. LM

Next month: a look at mycor-
rhizae fungus products.
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tsa Slmplf fact. To get Product effectiveness 28 days after treatment

rid of fire ants, you need o g
to kill the queen. But 3 e me et
conventional insecticides may kill g il
only worker ants, leaving the queen E
unharmed. That means more ants. fg !
And more problems. AMDRO?® Fire 3% %1

Ant Bait is different. AMDRO is 0
; Untreated AMDRO Award"
carried to the queen by worker ants Source: Texas A&M Universin
/ ource: Texas A&M University

who think it is food. Once the queen eats Fire Ant Bait
it, she and her empire are history. No mixing. No odor. Just fast, effective, one-step fire ant control. No Knockout delivery
wonder AMDRO is America’s number one fire ant bait. With AMDRO, we take the worry out of fire ant CYANAMID
control. For the AMDRO" Fire Ant Bait distributor nearest you, call: 1-800-545-9525, Ext. 1610. .
e ] T ® Registered Trademark, American Cyanamid Company © 1998 Always read and follow label directions. *™ Novartis ’f
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This simple comparison launc

A little Talstar® controls common lawn pests as well as a lot of Dursban® or diazinon. Talstar label rates
for surface feeding pests are one-fourth the Dursban rate and one-tenth the rate for diazinon. So while
the impact on the environment is reduced, the impact on lawn pests remains the same: they’re gone.
With no odor but long residual. And if you compare Talstar to other pyrethroids like Tempo® or Scimitar®,
you'll find that Talstar offers two additional benefits: true mite control and no skin irritation.

Find out why lawncare operators all over the country have made Talstar
the fastest rising star in the lawncare industry. Call 1-888-246-4125

for Talstar literature and labels. ’

Talstar at ' oz
per 1,000 square feet
controls these pests:

Annual Bluegrass Weevil
(Hyperodes, Adult)
Ants

Armyworms

Billbugs (Adult)

Black Turfgrass Ataenius (Adult)
Centipedes

Chinch Bugs

Cutworms

Fleas (Adult, Larvae)

Imported Fire Ants (Adult, Mounds)
Leafhoppers

Mealybugs

Millipedes

Mole Cricket (Adult, Nymph)
Pillbugs

Sod Webworm

Sowbugs

Ticks

Talstar* is a registered trademark of FMC

Tempo* is a registered trademark of Bayer Corp. Dursban’ is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences. Scimitar* is a registered trademark of Zeneca Inc



hed a sucden rise to the top

Talstar PL Granular and Talstar Lawn & Tree Flowahle.
The rising stars of the lawncare industry.
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HOT TOPICES

Tree damage from ice storms
will take months to repair

By JAMES E.
GUYETTE

The ice from this past
winter’s ice storms in the
Northeast and New England
is gone, and left in its wake a
strong demand for arborists
and for landscape companies
experienced in tree work .
Experts, however, are advis-
ing tree and landscape work-
ers to not to take a slash-and-
burn approach.

“Many trees may look like
a total loss; however, many
are only slightly damaged and
can recover,” says Chuck
Gadzik., Maine Forest Service
Director.

“For many of the trees that
are damaged, simple pruning,
if done correctly, is all that is
required to bring them back
around to health,” says Sven
Svenson, a nursery crops re-
searcher at Oregon State Uni-
versity's North Willamette Re-
search and Extension Center.
“In many cases, severely dam-
aged trees have already been
removed and homeowners are
looking at replacements.”

Dr. Alex Shigo, a New
Hampshire-based tree scien-
tist, urges landscape managers
to resist customers’ urges to
have trees cut down, when, in
fact, they may be healthy or
capable of complete recovery.

“The very people who
moved here for the trees get
excited and they may over-
cut,” Shigo notes, pointing out
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that for rural residents a
downed powerline usually
means that the pump on the
well won't work. “It’'s amazing
how people adjust their think-
ing about trees when they
can't flush for a second day.”

“Property owners should
not be in too much of a hurry
to remove all damaged
trees because many of
them can be restored,”
according to Robert
A. Bartlett Jr., presi-
dent of Bartlett Tree
Experts.

“This is usually
much less expensive
than removal and re-
placement—if you
can get suitable re-
placements due to the
huge demand that
will be placed on local
nurseries. Avoid going

red maple, ash and sycamore,
usually respond well to cor-
rective pruning and gther
procedures used to restore
them. However, for all tree
species, the age, health, grow-
ing conditions, and the final
appearance must be consid-
ered when determining the

tation, especially in areas al-
ready under economic stress.
In regions where people
have the funds to hire profes-
sional tree care, work may be
available for skilled arborists.
The important word here is
skilled, says Lidie. This type

of endeavor requires a thor-

far afield for replace-
ment trees and shrubs be-
cause many will not survive
the rigors of a northern win-
ter, with or without severe
storms. Native stock has a
much better chance than ex-
otics from somewhere else.”

Bartlett believes that
clients need to realize that
salvageable plants already on
site can save many years of
waiting for a replacement to
reach the size and beauty of
the original, as well as saving
on the purchase price of the
replacement.

Many species, such as oak,
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suitability of a tree for correc-
tive pruning and care.

“It is important to remem-
ber that damaged trees and
shrubs are under stress and
will attract harmful pests and
disease organisms,” according
to Bartlett.

In New England, “For the
next seven to ten years they'll
still be doing some corrective
pruning,” predicts Steve
Lidie, owner of the Arbour
Barber Co. of Shortsville,
N.Y. During the winter he
went north to assist aid ef-
forts and found much devas-

Experts are advising tree and
landscape workers to avoid a
‘slash-and-burn’ approach to
correct ice damage to trees.

ough knowledge of tree biol-
ogy. In some storm-ravaged
neighborhoods everybody is a
tree expert, and for the most
part “they’re out of their
league—most of them don't
know what they're doing to
the tree.”

“People have planted things
that may be colorful, cheap,
and fast growing, but they
have no strength,” says Bob




TURF-SEED’S PR

o ~\‘r’,—
— -
by

Variety / Blend  Characteristics

Alliance Brand  Traffic, heat and drought tolerant / A blend of top quality Turf-Seed perennial ryegrasses
BrlghtStqr || (2M3) A top variety in the 1995 NTEP trials. A unique leafy, decumbent, late maturing cultivar
BrightStar Tops 1994 NTEP ryegrass trials / Extremely dark color / Dwar growth habit
atalina Low growth profile and reduced clippings / 78% endophyte / Tested as GH-94
Chaparral  Very dense, low-growing, dark reen turf. Lowest vertical growth in tur. Tested as 2DLM
Charger  Good low fetiity and cool weather performance / Improved disease resistance
Charger Il Dark, dense, dwarf turf ranks high in winter overseeding trials. Experimental code 2QM.
Citation Il Excellent heat and wear tolerance / Improved disease resistance / Rich, dark green color
Manhattan 3 Very dense growth habit/ Rich color / Good mowing qualites / Contans endophyte
Navajo Dark green, disease resistant turf/ Excellent for overseeding / Good shade tolerance
Quickstart Heat tolerant / Establishes quickly / Disease resistant / Excellent for overseeding
Roadrunner (2€1) Dark blue-green color ideal for winter overseeding and permanent turf/ Contains endophyte
Sunrye (246) Dark green color / Dwarf growth habit / Contains endophyte / Disease resistant

Turf-Seed, Inc. uses the full recommended rate of Apron® XL™ LS seed treatment. Help your grass seed get a good, healthy start.

0 e

|l TURF-SEED, INC. / PO Box 250, Hubbard, OR 97032 / 800-247-6910 / 503-651-2130 / FAX 503-651-2351
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From Turf-Seed, Inc.

T~ llEocries

Confederate blend

For use on home lawns and sod farms in the south.
Formulated to resist pressures of high heat, humidity
and high nighttime temperatures.

Mowless blend

Ideal for sod farms, golf course roughs and home lawns
in the north. Includes lower-growing, dark, dense vari-
eties that reduce clipping removal and fertilizer costs!

Triathalawn blend

Wear-resistant turf for parks and athletic fields! A blend
of Tomahaw, Eldorado and other intermediate types to
provide dense, high traffic tolerant turf.

Apache II

Lower-growing, dark green variety with improved
disease resistance and good summer performance in
the east.

Coronado

A dark green, moderately low growing cultivar with
improved summer performance due to its excellent
drought tolerance.

Coronado Gold

Combines the excellent turf quality of Coronado with
improved brown patch tolerance.

Eldorado

Dwarf growth habit and dense, dark green color for use
on golf courses, home lawns, parks and athletic fields.

Matador (SLMR)

Very dwarf growth habit and dark green color for use in
arid regions. A component of MowLess.

Monarch
Very good heat, cold and shade tolerance for home
lawns and low maintenance turf areas.

Murietta

Very dwarf growth habit and dark green color for use in
golf course roughs, athletic fields and playgrounds.

Olympic II
Excellent spring green-up plus good summer and fall
density. A good all-purpose tall fescue.

Wear-resistant
wonder grass for

atl:lfeticﬂelds,m
golf course rou
and roadsides
in sun or shade

Safari

A dark-green variety with improved Brown Patch
resistance and summer performance due to inherent
drought tolerance. Ideal for sod production, home lawns
and inclusion in blends.

Silverado
Very dwarf growth habit and dark green color with
reduced mowing and water requirements.

Tar Heel

Unprecedented Brown Patch resistance for southeast
lawns and landscapes. Contains endophyte for insect
resistance. An excellent addition to Confederate brand
blend.

Tomahawk

Low-growing, dark green variety with good heat and
drought tolerance.

Wolfpack

Upright, dense growth habit make Wolfpack ideal for
sod farms and home lawns in the south. Has excellent
brown patch tolerance.

home lawns, parks,

l
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Obermire, supervisor of the
Oregon Department of Agri-
culture's Nursery and Christ-
mas Tree Program. “The
branches are often brittle and
they hold their leaves late into
the winter. The leaves then get
icy and that causes problems.
If you have one of these types
of trees near a power line, you
can kiss your power good-bye
during an ice storm.”

Certain species of trees do
hold up better to winter’s fury
than others. However, every
individual tree is different, says
Svenson, who adds that if the
tree was planted in a poor lo-
cation, was unhealthy, has not
been properly pruned, or was
simply in the wrong place at
the wrong time, it could end
up being severely damaged
during an ice storm.

“Even the most storm resis-
tant plant will succumb if it is
in a particularly bad location,”
says Svenson. “It may make it
through the worst storm one
year, but another storm an-
other year that isn't quite as
bad could completely wipe

out the tree just because of the
wind direction and other
weather related things.”

In general, Svenson says
conifers are more resistant to
ice storm damage than decidu-
ous hardwood trees. But even-
with the conifers, there are dif-
ferences.

“Firs and spruces are gener-
ally less damaged than pine
trees would be,” he says.
“When you move into decidu-
ous trees, oaks, black walnuts,
hickories—those trees that
have harder wood and broadly
spread branching habits rather
than very narrow branching—
will be more resistant to both
wind and ice damage.”

It is logical that the harder
the wood, the better it holds
up. As a rule, fast growing
trees, like poplars, silver
maple or willow, have weak ,
brittle wood that is easily
damaged in storms.

“If you think through the
process, you want a tree
growing as healthy as it can
but not too fast,” says Sven-
son. Svenson lists most oaks,

hickories, some of the
maples, and ginkgos as gener-
ally more resistant to damage
in ice storms. European
birches, Siberian elms, Brad-
ford pears, and many silver
maples are generally more
susceptible to ice damage.
Prune ahead

That was a key lesson
learned by Maine business-
man Norman S. Elvin, presi-
dent of G&E Roofing Co. Inc.
of Augusta. From now on
he’s going to stick with a cor-
rect pruning program around
the G&E headquarters. Criti-
cal utility lines were ripped
off the building by falling tree
limbs, which short circuited
the enterprise’s nerve center.
Lack of power hung up the
phone system and made the
company’s computer worth-
less. Even a portable genera-
tor couldn’t coax a dial tone
out of the downed landline.

Adds Gadzik, “I can't
stress enough the importance
of people using common
sense and proper safety and
business procedures when re-

moving hazard trees.”

In the affected regions, op-
portunities exist for interested
tree businesses. “The estab-
lished tree industry in that
area is going to do quite
well,” says Lidie. For compa-
nies wishing to help out,
preparation is an important
step. “There are a number of
things to consider before
crossing state lines to some-
body else’s turf,” he cautions.

In addition to having a han-
dle on all the local rules and
regulations, an out-of-towner
may be burdened by not hav-
ing a dumpsite available that
handles yard waste. Thus Lidie
recommends that traveling
companies align themselves
with established local enter-
prises before heading north.

“If you don't know some-
body up there I'd start out
making some calls to the
larger companies,” Lidie says.
You can say, “If you're
swamped we'll give you a
percentage off the top” for
customer referrals. LM

TO REDUCE STORM AND ICE DAMAGE

Following these steps will not guarantee that your trees won't
suffer storm or ice damage but it can-increase the odds of tree
survival and reduce the possibility of breakage and damage to
the tree. However, it is also important to remember to identify
any potential targets that could be damaged and consider
those in any treatment decision.

* Plan Ahead - When selecting trees to plant choose trees
which have strong wood and good growing habits. Some of
the trees that appear to be more resistant to ice damage
include: sweetgum, arborvitae or white cedar, bald cypress,
black walnut, hemlock, ginkgo, Kentucky coffee tree, swamp
white oak and white oak.'

* Proper Pruning - This does not mean topping a tree in
order to remove branches that could break nor removing most

of the canopy but, instead, thinning the canopy to allow wind
to blow through the crown and removing dead, dying branch-
es and branches with weak attachments and included bark.
This reduces the possibility of breakage by removing limbs
with a predictable potential for failure.

* Cabling and Bracing - This can be considered for trees
which have landscape value to the owner (private, public, facil-
ity, golf course etc.). Candidates for this treatment may include
larger trees which have characteristics which indicate failure
potential, including brittle wood, co-dominant stems, major
forks and/or narrow forks. The installation of cables and/or
braces provides additional support to the tree structures.

1 RJ. HAUER, M.C. HRUSKA AND J.0. DAWSON.1994. TREES AND ICE STORMS, SPECIAL
PUB 94-1, DEP'T OF FOR., UNIV. OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA.
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Fox some, vpiotection can be a mattexr of life and deathi. Zut when it comes 1to
viotecting your orinamentals, death is not an ovtion if you use Surflan® heiticide fiom
Dow AgroSciences. In fact, while being safe ove:r the tor of 400 tyves of oinamentals,
it's still tough as nails on weeds. Surflan gives you extended cont:iol of 50 weeds

such as crabgrass and goosegrass. It 2l1lso stiong-aims small-seeded v:ioadleaf weeds like




