
Answers to the 
seven most asked 
questions about 
s u p e r s o r b : 

When we introduced SUPERSORB® water absorbants a few 
years ago we were confident that they would be successful, but 
we had no idea that this practical and versatile water manage-
ment tool would generate so much enthusiasm among landscape 
professionals. 

We,ve compiled some of the most frequently asked ques-
tions and answers. If your questions aren't answered here, give us 
a call toll-free at the number below. 

Q : What is SUPERSORB and what does it do? 

A : SUPERSORB is a water absorbant. It consists of acrylic 
copolymer crystals which absorb water to increase the 
moisture holding capacity of soil. SUPERSORB crystals can 
absorb up to 200 times their weight in water and release 
nearly 100 percent of their reserves as the soil dries out or 
plants require it. SUPERSORB keeps on working for at least 
two years. It is non-toxic to plants, people and animals, and 
is eventually metabolized by soil microorganisms. 

Q j What will SUPERSORB do for me in landscape 
installation and maintenance? 

A i SUPERSORB C lets you and your customers extend the time 
between waterings. It helps trees, shrubs, bedding and con-
tainer plants and ground covers survive moisture stress 
conditions. SUPERSORB F a n be used as a rootdip for 
bareroot plants, added to hydroseeding mixtures or used to 
speed the establishment of sod So SUPERSORB saves you 
time and water and gives you better plant establishment. 

Q : What's the difference between SUPERSORB and other 
water absorbants on the market? 

A j Aside from SUPERSORB's unique blue color, which is help-
ful when mixing it into the soil, you'll find that 
SUPERSORB's particle size is more uniform for more pre-
dictable performance. In addition SUPERSORB is backed by 
AQUATROLS' customer service and 35 years of experience. 

Q î Which particle size, Coarse or Fine should I use? 

A : We recommend SUPERSORB C, Coarse Particle (l-2mm) 
for transplanting trees and shrubs, amending the soil in 
beds, containers and hanging baskets. SUPERSORB F, Fine 
Particle (<.5mm) is used for hydroseeding, installing sod, 
seeding and for root dipping bareroot stock 

Q j Will SUPERSORB waterlog the soil or take water away 
from plant roots? 

A : No to both questions. SUPERSORB expands into discrete 
chunks; it doesn't form a soggy mass. As SUPERSORB 
expands and contracts it actually helps keep the soil or 
container mixes open and loose. Since water must be in a 
free state for SUPERSORB to absorb it, water clinging to 
soil particles or within plant root tissues annot be 
absorbed by the crystals. 

Q : How much does SUPERSORB cost to use? 

A i It costs about S.50 to amend the backfill for a tree or shrub 
with a one foot in diameter rootball. 

Q : Where can I buy SUPERSORB? 

A î From the turf and hort supply distributors throughout 
North Ameria If your distributor doesn't stock SUPERSORB, 
accept no substitutes. Call us toll free and we'll give you 
the name of the nearest SUPERSORB distributor 

Call us for further information, technical service or a free sample. 1-800-257-7797, in NJ. (609) 665-1130. 

riAQUATROLS 
The Water Management People 

1432 Union Ave., Pennsauken, NJ 08110 FAX: (609) 665-0875 
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INSTALLING SOD IS 
HALF THE BATTLE. . . 
The other half is keeping it alive. Use ROOTS*, the root growth enhancer, to 
make your sod installations thrive. Sod farmers use ROOTS to grow better 
root systems, and landscape contractors use ROOTS for the same benefits, 
fast root regrowth and knit-down of all turfgrasses. Use two eallons per 
acre (6oz/1000 sq. ft.), diluted 50 to one with water. Spray the ground 
before laying sod, or spray the sod after installation. 

REDUCE LOSS IN TRANSPLANTING TREES 

No matter how careful you are when you plant trees, stress from drought, 
heat, poor soil, etc., threaten the life of the transplant. Planted trees need 
fast root regrowth. Just drench the soil after planting with ROOTS diluted 50 
to one. Two ounces ROOTS (concentrate) to one inch caliper, so a gallon 
will treat sixty seedlings or ten to twenty large trees. 

WARRANTEED PLANTINGS 

If you have an obligation to replace any plants in a contract period, doesn't 
it make sense to encourage root growth? There is really nothing else 
besides ROOTS that will do the whole job. ROOTS has to be the best 
insurance policy obtainable on plantings. 

KEEP EVERYTHING LOOKING GOOD WITH ironROOTS* 

If you are not getting the growth, healthy appearance, or flowering that you 
want in your turf and plantings, you need ironROOTS*, root growth 
enhancer plus 3% chelated iron citrate. Spray ironROOTS once in the 
spring, once in the fall. Use like regular ROOTS. 

ROOTS was developed by scientists at the Yale School of Forestry and is 
widely used for seeding, overseeding, 
reseeding, hydroseeding, installation 
and transplanting. 
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25 Science Park. New Haven. CT 06511 (203) 786-5295 
In Canada call: (514) 426-3958 
•ROOTS and ironROOTS are trademarks 
of Soilizer Corporation. 
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SUDDENLY... 
it's more affordable than ever to visit the World of Outdoor 
Products. 

NEW DAYS-SUNDAY, MONDAY, YUESDAY 
JULY 29-31,1990 EXP0/90 

INTERNATIONAL LAWN, CARDEN AND POWER EQUIPMENT EXPO 

TRAVEL TO EXPO ON SATURDAY AND SAVE 
ON YOUR AIRFARE TO LOUISVILLE. 

Vou'll see the most comprehensive display of new 
outdoor power equipment/lawn and garden products 
in the U.S. You'll compare products in the outdoor 
demonstration area, take home profit-making tips from 
free seminars and cash in on Louisville's extremely low 
hotel rates. 

Don't miss EXPO 90 at the Kentucky Fair & Exposition 
Center. Call today for information and a registration 
form: 1-800-558-8767. Telephone in Kentucky or out-
side the continental U.S.: 502-473-1992. 
FAX: 502-473-1999. 

Write: EXPO 90, P.O. Box 70465, Louisville, KY 40270. 

Pre-registration is free. 



PROBLEM MANAGEMENT 
by Balakrishna Rao, Ph.D. 

Preventing winter rabbit damage 
Problem: We get a number of calls from our custom-
ers to protect ornamental plants from rabbit feeding 
injury during winter. What do you recommend for 
managing rabbits in the landscape? (Ohio) 

Solution: Rabbits can cause extensive damage to or-
namental and fruit trees when their source of food 
becomes scarce in the winter months. Generally, 
they prefer tender new growth to feed, but during 
winter months they feed on bark and may girdle the 
plants. The loss of bark, depending on the extent of 
the injury, can result in the death of the tree, or may 
result in poor vitality and increased susceptibility to 
diseases. 

Repellents are possibly the best means of prevent-
ing rabbit damage. Repellents applied to plants on a 
warm day in the fall will protect the trees all winter. 
In many situations, one application is sufficient, 
though two a p p l i c a t i o n s provides addi t iona l 
protection. 

Repellents should be applied to the trunk and/or 
low-growing branches within the reach of rabbits 
when snow accumulates. A number of commercial 
formulations are available in the market. Some can 
be sprayed while others need to be painted on with a 
brush. 

Other methods recommended in the literature 
are shooting, trapping, protective covers around 
trees and installing fences around areas to be pro-
tected from rabbits. These methods would be pre-
ferred in areas where chemica l control is not 
practical. 

Getting control of barnyardgrass 
Problem: I run a small business that has a big prob-
lem with water grass. It seems to be taking over more 
and more of our properties. The controls I've been 
using seem to slowly dispose of the other weeds but 
not the water grass. Please help! (Missouri) 

Solution: The water grass you are referring to is 
probably barnyardgrass (Echinochlora crusqualli), 
which is also known as Panic-grass, Cockspur-grass, 
and Cocks-foot. 

Barnyardgrass is a common annual weed with a 
coarse growing habit. Plants are erect or reclining 
with clumps two to four feet wide and blades x/z inch 
or more wide and one foot or more in length. They 
produce heavy, coarse panicles, usually purplish in 
color. 

Barnyardgrass is a monocot that requires a pre-
e m e r g e n c e mater ia l for control . Try Betasan, 
Dacthal, or Pre-M. These products will help you 
manage the water grass plants as they emerge from 
the seed. Like crabgrass management, early spring 
treatment is recommended to manage water grass. 

Remember that a few weeds may germinate after 
the residual effect of the first pre-emergence her-
bicide treatment is gone. If the problem is severe, 
consider treating with post-emergence annual grass 

management products like Acclaim, Daconate 6, 
Prograss, DSMA, or MSMA when the plants are very 
young. 

In some situations, you may not be able to kill the 
plant. However, the treatment may stress the plant 
and inhibit seed production for future infestation. 

Homemade mealy bug remedies 
Problem: Can a home plant grower mix up his own 
concoction for mealybugs and spider mites? What 
chemicals or household products are involved in such 
a spray remedy? (Wisconsin) 

Solution: I am not familiar with any articles pub-
lished in professional journals about "home con-
coctions" and their effect on mealy bugs or spider 
mites. However, some people may be trying different 
household products and may have found variable 
results. 

You may find some information concerning hom-
made concoctions in consumer publications by Jerry 
Baker, who talks about that type of pest management 
approach. His books are available in the garden de-
partments of retail stores. 

For mealybugs, I would recommend that you use 
horticultural oil as a dormant treatment in the 
spring. Later on use chemicals such as malathion, 
Orthene, Sevin, or insecticidal soap when overwin-
tering nymphs become active in mid-May, June 1 
and/or in late July as needed. LM 

Balakrishna Rao is Director of Lawn Care 
Technical Resources for The Davey Tree 
Co., Kent, Ohio. 

Questions should be mailed to Problem 
Management, Landscape Management, 
7500 Old Oak Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 
44130. Please allow 2-3 months for an an-
swer to appear in the magazine. 



Surflan. Roundup. Mix them together, 
and you've got control that knocks weeds 
down and keeps them down. Three times 
longer, in fact, than Roundup alone. 

That's what landscapes all across the 
country are now finding. They are getting 
better weed control and more satisfied 
customers. And they're saving time and 
labor costs because they're applying 
just once. 

With a Surflan/Roundup tank-mix, 
you get complete control of over 50 
different weeds—including such tough 
species as crabgrass, barnyardgrass, 
chickweed, spurge, johnsongrass and 

foxtail. And Surflan won't harm your 
nearby landscaped areas, either. It works 
with little or no lateral movement. 

Join the growing list of satisfied uses. 
Add Surflan to your Roundup and stretch 
your weed control three times longer. 
See your Elanco distributor for Surflan. 
Or call toll-free: 1-800-352-6776. 

Elanco Products Company 
A Division of Eli Lilly and Company 
Lilly Corporate Center 
Dept. E-455, Indianapolis. IN 46285. U.S.A. 
Surflan*—(oryzalin, Elanco) 
Roundup*—(glyphosate, Monsanto) 
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"I can control 
weeds three 
times longer 
just by adding 

Surflan 
to my Roundup 


