
our course this clean. 
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searcher with the Univer-
sity of Florida's Institute of 
Food and Agriculture Sci-
ence. 

" T h e wor ld ' s leading 
p roducers of biologicals 
started out in the nursery 
business, and now they're 
using their greenhouses to 
produce organisms for bio-
logical pest control," Os-
borne says. Nurseries are a 
natural starting point, both 
as producers and as con-
sumers of new commercial 

biocontrol products , Os-
borne says, because nurs-
eries need repeated doses of 
biocontrol organisms and 
exist in a closed environ-
ment. Many in the nursery 
industry also know how to 
create the controlled condi-
tions necessary to produce 
biologicals, he adds, and 
they have the needed ex-
pe r t i s e in p lan t s , bugs , 
weeds and plant pathogens. 

"Of course, biocontrol 
organisms will have to be 

cleared with various agen-
cies before they are re-
l e a s e d or s o l d , " a d d s 
Osborne , " B u t t h e r e is 
every reason to be excited 
about the potential for bio-
logicals for the nursery in-
dustry." • 

ACADEMIA 

VA Tech adds 
turf option 
BLACKSBURG, Virg. — 

The two-year Agriculture 
Technology program at Vir-
ginia Tech, which gradu-
a ted its f i r s t c lass last 
month, is adding a land-
scape and turf management 
option to its three existing 
options for students. 

The program offers con-
centrated, two-year college 
level expe-
r i e n c e to 
individuals 
w h o wish 
to p u r s u e 
ca ree rs in 
a g r i -
cu l tu re . It 
e m p h a -
s i z e s t h e 
application Chalmers 
of classroom instruction to 
ac tua l s i t u a t i o n s f o u n d 
w i t h i n t h e a g r i c u l t u r e 
industry. 

Students selecting the 
new option, which will be-
gin this fall, will be trained 
in turfgrass and landscape 
installation, maintenance 
and management. 

I n t e r e s t e d s t u d e n t s 
should know that "The ex-
isting demand in just the 
turf area, especially in golf 
course management and 
lawn care, is probably two 
to four job opportunities for 
e v e r y g r a d u a t e , " s ays 
David Chalmers, extension 
agronomist. • 

PEOPLE 

Thomas new 
LM/LCI rep 
C L E V E L A N D — Barbara 
Thomas is the new eastern 
region sales manager for 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
a n d LAWN CARE INDUSTRY 
magazines. 

Thomas was previously 
an account executive with 
Ameri tech 
Publishing, 
Inc. 

She says 
s h e looks 
forward to 
e s t a b l i s h -
ing ongoing 
p r o f e s -
sional rela-
t i o n s h i p s 
with advertisers, " ra ther 
than closing an account and 
not being in contact until the 
following year." • 

Woods rearmount mowers... 
The Finest Money Can Buy. 

Thomas 

Model RM 600 mows a 6 ft. 
swath (up to 3 acres per hour) 
and features a heavy-duty 

gearbox over a belt drive. 

A ( cumulating wealth relies on two 
I \ factors: 1) How good one is at 

1 1 making money, and 2) How good 
one is at spending it. 

When it comes to investing in a lawn 
mower, there's no better value than a 
rugged, reliable Woods 
rearmount mower. That's 
because only Woods offers 
convenient easy-on, easy-
off 3 point hook-up, 
industrial-type blade 
spindles, high velocity 
straight side 
discharge and three 
blades to help 
you get your 
mowing done 
faster and 
better. 

Model RM 59 
mows a 5 ft. 
swath (up to 2 
acres per hour) 
and features a 
single V-belt 
drive with 

automatic 
adjustment. 

See your Woods 
dealer today for more 
information and complete specifications on rearmount 
mowers with cutting swaths ranging from 
3-1/2 ft. to 7-1/2 ft. Or write for literature to 
Woods, Dept.LM, Oregon, Illinois 61061. 



THE CHOICE OF LEADERS 
Strong. 

Dependable. 
Always ready. / - / 

Constantly challenging the future. 
Searching for better ways. 

The symbol of performance. 
Power. Precision. 
Q u i e t Enduring. 

The trusted leader. 

Onon 
Engines 

Onan Corporation • 1400 7 3rd Avenue N£. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 55432 

Telephone. 612-574-5000 • Telex 275477 • Cable O N A N 

5 - 12.5 hp Single Cylinder Elite ^ ^ ^ ^ 16 - 24 hp Twin Cylinder Performer 



Now! Affordable post-emergent control of 

Crabgrass & Nutsedge 
plus the broadleaves you get with Trimec 

* ^ ^ ucDDirinc 

Thousands of your fellow turf-management 
pros tested Trimec® Plus Herbicide last 
year. Read how you can profit from their 
experiences with this new herbicide that 
is labeled for Kentucky bluegrass and 
Bermudagrass: 

"Sometimes things are 
so obvious that they take 
you by surprise." No, that's 
not Yogi Berra double talk 
. . . It's the essence of what 
so many of our turf friends 
said when they sampled 
Trimec Plus last year. 

Listen to Sandy Queen, 
Certified Superintendent of Golf 
for the city of Overland Park, Kan-
sas. "The minute I read the Trimec 
Plus label, I said to myself, Hey, this 
will work! I just know it will!" 

It was in August of 1988 when 
Sandy saw the Trimec Plus label 
and the first thought that came to 
his mind was to test it against a 
$250.00-a-gallon post-emerge he 

Everett Meal man 
President 

PB I/Gordon Corporation 

had already purchased to 
use on the goosegrass of 
a newly seeded driving-
range tee at the Overland 
Park Golf Course. 

"You remember the 
weather last year," said 
Sandy, "so you won't be 
surprised to learn that, 

even though a pre-emergent had 
been used, the tee was loaded with 
goosegrass and crabgrass. We 
sprayed half of it with the super 
expensive exotic and the other half 
with Trimec Plus, which I believe 
costs $27 a gallon and, based on 
the rates we used, cut our cost per 
acre in half. 

"The super expensive exotic only 

New free-flowing formulation: Active ingredients 
are in a stable, uniform suspension that is as 
easy to work with as any other Trimec Complex. 

got the young goosegrass. It did 
virtually nothing on the mature 
plants. But that one application of 
Trimec Plus virtually cleaned out all 
the grassy weeds as well as a good 
deal of yellow nutsedge that was 
also immune to the more costly 
treatment." 

We'll tell you what Sandy Queen 
saw on the Trimec Plus label that 
made him so sure it was a winner, 
but first, here are a few more com-
ments from your peers. 

Works with no burning 
or discoloration 

Russell Kestler, who owns Rus-

Below is a polaroid showing the goosegrass 
control of brand A, vs. Trimec Plus. At left in 
photo is August Leitzen, Superintendent of 
Overland Park Golf Course, with Sandy Queen, 
Certified Superintendent of Golf for the city of 
Overland Park, Kansas. 



1) Tom Tomlinson, left, of Lawn Doctor in 
Trumbull, West Redding, Connecticut with two 
of his drivers, Gary Schwarz (center) and Matt 
Werthmann. Toml inson repor ts exce l lent 
results with Trimec Plus on yellow nutsedge. 

sell's Landscaping of Malverne, 
New York out on Long Island, said, 
"We used Trimec Plus last season 
on approximately 140,000 sq. ft. of 
residential turf that was loaded with 
crabgrass. We got excellent results 
with just one application — and 
there was no discoloration or burn-
ing of the turf, even in August." 

Tom Tomlinson of Lawn Doctor in 
West Redding, Connecticut used it 
on over 40 lawns last year to clean 
out yellow nutsedge and crabgrass. 
"The results were excellent," said 
Tomlinson. "Trimec Plus totally 
cleaned up an unusually heavy 
infestation of nutsedge and crab-
grass in spite of erratic and difficult 
weather conditions, and in most 
instances only one treatment was 
needed. 

"And guess what," continued 
Tomlinson. "Trimec Plus also 
cleaned up our clover problems." 

After listening to Tomlinson, we 
almost think we should have named 
our new herbicide Trimec Plus-
Plus-Plus: nutsedge plus crab-
grass, plus broadleaves, plus 
economy. 
Why Trimec Plus 
is so eff icient 

Now, back to what Sandy saw on 
the Trimec Plus label that got his 
enthusiasm up — it was MSMA as 
an ingredient in a new Trimec Com-
plex. As a Certified Superintendent 

2) Russell Kestler, of Russell's Landscaping, 
Malverne, N.Y. Kestler used Trimec Plus to 
control crabgrass in 85° temperature with very 
good results and no burning or discoloration. 

of Golf, Queen is quite naturally a 
dyed-in-the-wool user of Trimec 
and, of course, he has had exten-
sive experience with MSMA. 

He knows that MSMA is surely 
one of the most effective herbicides 
for use on grassy weeds and 
sedges, but that it has a major flaw. 
To get enough of it into a grassy 
weed to kill it requires repeated 
applications, or so much of a 
wetting-and-penetrating agent that 
burning and discoloration will occur. 

And he also knows that Trimec 
has a unique eutectic characteristic 
that gives it unparalleled penetrat-
ing power. 

A new Trimec Complex 
So, when MSMA is locked into a 

Complex with Trimec — which is 
precisely what Trimec Plus is — you 
have a superior system for deliver-
ing the MSMA to grassy weeds 
such as crabgrass, dallisgrass, 
barnyardgrass and nutsedge — 
and, of course, the delivery system 
itself, Trimec, is the undisputed 
number one post-emergent broad-
leaf herbicide for ornamental turf in 
all the world! 

Trimec plus MSMA. But, wait! 
Remember that word, Complex. 

p b i / G O R d o n 

c o R p o R a t i o n 

Trimec Plus is not a tank mix of 
Trimec and MSMA. Trimec Plus is a 
specially compounded amine com-
plex of 2,4-D, MCPP, Banvel® and 
MSMA . . . in a stable, uniform 
suspension that is as easy to work 
with as any other Trimec Complex. 

You'd have to buy at least two or 
three other herbicides to do all of 
the things that Trimec Plus, alone, 
will do — control crabgrass; control 
yellow nutsedge; control the widest 
spectrum of broadleaves. 

Sprayer offer: For details on 
how you can receive a $100-value 
SP-1 Back-Pack Sprayer for only 
$35 when you buy Trimec Plus, call 
our Sales Service Department. 
Toll-free 1-800-821-7925. 
In Missouri, 1-800-892-7281. 

1217 WEST 12th STREET 
P.O. BOX 4Q9Q 
KANSAS CITY MISSOURI 64101 

TRIMEC PLUS 
Tnmec* is a registered trademark of PBI/Gordon Corporation Banvel * is a registered trademark ol Sandoz © 1989 PBI/Gordon Corporation HERBICIDE 



PEOPLE 
Dr. R o b e r t K n e e b o n e 

and Marlin Wian were hon-
ored at the recent GCSAA 
show in Anaheim, Calif, for 
their contr ibut ions to the 
turfgrass industry. 

Kneebone, a retired pro-
fessor from the University 
of Arizona, is recognized as 
a leader in turf research. He 
has made significant contri-
b u t i o n s a s a t u r f g r a s s 
b r e e d e r and se lec ted the 
parental clones that were 
used in the development of 
SR 1020 creeping bentgrass. 

Wian, superintendent at 
L l a n e r c h C o u n t r y C l u b , 
Havertown, Pa., was praised 
for his progressive, inno-
vative and highly skilled turf 
management activity. 

Seed Research of Oregon, 
a producer and marketer of 
elite turf grasses, sponsored 
the awards. 

H o r t i c u l t u r i s t M a r y 
Halbrooks has been chosen 
by Clemson Universi ty to 
work with South Carolina's 
nursery crops industry and 

Halbrooks 

conduct plant research. 
Halbrooks will also con-

d u c t r e -
search on 
m i n e r a l 
n u t r i t i o n 
and water 
r e l a t i o n s 
in woody 
p l a n t s , 
hoping to 
min imize 
f e r t i l i z e r 
and water use in the nur-
sery industry. 

She holds degrees from 
Purdue and the University 
of Wisconsin. 

L a u r e l G o d d a r d h a s 
been appointed communi-
ca t ions ass i s t an t for t h e 
California Landscape Con-
tractors Association. 

A graduate of Cal State 
Sacramento, Goddard will 
produce the CLC A newslet-
ter and news releases. 

She previously served an 
internship with the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection's public 

affairs office, and was a re-
porter and copy editor for 
two local newspapers. 

Haro ld M. S t ra t ton , II 
has been elected vice presi-
dent and general manager 
of Briggs & Stratton Tech-
nologies. 

Stratton joined the com-
pany in 1977. He was previ-
ous ly vice p re s iden t and 
assistant general manager. 

L a w r e n c e E. Scovotto, 
execut ive vice president of 
the American Association 
of Nur se rymen , has been 
elected to a three-year term 
on the Small Business Leg-
islative Council board of di-
rectors. 

T h e SBLC is a W a s h -
i n g t o n , DC c o a l i t i o n of 
near ly 100 nat ional t rade 
association members , rep-
resent ing more than four 
million small businesses. 

Dr. William E. Pound has 
been appoin ted Turfgrass 
E x t e n s i o n S p e c i a l i s t at 
Ohio State University. 

He serves as specialist 

for the coun ty ex tens ion 
staff and turfgrass industry 
c l i e n t e l e 
a n d p r o -
v ides the 
p u b l i c 
w i t h 
a g r o n -
o m i c i n -
formation 
a n d r e c -
o m m e n -
d a t i o n s 
regarding turfgrass in Ohio. 

He will also conduct an ap-
plied research program at the 
university's turfgrass research 
facility and outlying areas. 

Pound has served as a 
p r o j e c t l e a d e r for O.M. 
Scott & Sons Company. 

S tephen J. Hoff, presi-
dent of Hoffco, Inc. died re-
c e n t l y at t h e age of 62 
following a brief illness. 

Two of Hoff's contribu-
tions to the equipment indus-
t ry w e r e t h e f i r s t gas-
p o w e r e d scy the and the 
blade brake system for power 
mowers. 

EVENTS 
JUNE 
13-16: Grow Amer ica , 
Nashville Convention Cen-
ter, Nashville, Tenn. Con-
tact: Vicki Miller, P.O. Box 
3102, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138; 
(312) 790-3220. 

14-16: Florida Foliage Expo 
'89, Diplomat Resort, Hol-
lywood, Fla. Contact: Flor-
ida Foliage Assoc., P.O. Box 
2 5 0 7 , A p o p k a , FL 
32704-2507. 

15-17: Texas Chapter of the 
International Society of Ar-
borculture, s ta te conven -
t i o n , K e r r v i l l e , T e x a s . 
C o n t a c t : Ear l C a l d w e l l , 
I.S.A., P.O. Box 140582, 
A u s t i n , TX 78714; (512) 
345-7078. 

22: Tree Troubleshooting 
Seminar, with Dr. Alex L. 
Shigo. Univers i ty of Cal-
ifornia Cooperative Exten-
s ion, R ive r s ide . Con tac t : 
Hartley Bennett, P.O. Box 
4 1 4 , W i c k e n b u r g , A Z 

85358; (602) 684-7308. 

JULY 

7-9: American Society of 
Consulting Arborists con-
sult ing workshop, Tampa, 
Fla. Contact : A.S.C.A. at 
700 Canterbury Rd., Clear-
w a t e r , FL 34624 ; (813) 
446-3356. 

12-13: Association for the 
Use of Native Vegetation in 
Landscape Through Edu-
cation third annual meet-
ing , C h i c a g o B o t a n i c a l 
Gardens. Contact: the asso-
ciation at 871 Shawnee Ave. 
Lafayette, IN 47905; (317) 
463-1943. 

13-15: California Land-
scape Contractors' Associ-
ation, Inc., summer Tri-
Board meeting, Radisson 
Hotel , M a n h a t t a n Beach. 
Contact: C.L.C.A. at 2226 K 
S t r e e t , S a c r a m e n t o , CA 
95816; (916) 448-CLCA. 

BROUWER 
TURF EQUIPMENT LIMITED 
An Outboard Marine Corporation Company 

7320 Haggerty Rd. /Canton, Ml. 48187 Telephone (313) 459-3700 
Woodbine Avenue/Keswick , Ontario. Canada L4P 3E9 Telex 065-24161 Telephone: (416) 476 4311 

• Proven single lever F-N-R • 24 in. wide rollers for access 
clutchless transmission to narrow paths 

• Honda 5 h.p. engine for • Lever assist steering for 
reliability and economy exceptional maneuverability 

• Unique rounded-edge rollers • Two fill/drain plugs per 
to prevent turf damage roller for convenience. 

For more information contact your Brouwer dealer... TODAY 

Brouwer turf roller 
model TR 224... 
Designed specially for Rental, Landscapers and 
other contractors, with \ proven components for 

and minimum 
servicing. 



Only CHIPCO AIJETTE 
fungicide translocates 

throughout your turfgrass for 
total Pythium protection. 

If you're like many golf course 
superintendents, you rotate 
fungicides to reduce the risk of 
disease resistance But you still 
need a "foundation" product you 
can count on for effective, long-
lasting Pythium control. And the 
name of that product is CHIPCO 
ALIETTE fungicide 

Unlike other turf fungicides, 
CHIPCO ALIETTE fungicide fea-
tures a unique two-way systemic 
action. Once applied to turf, its 
active ingredient translocates 
downward and upward through-
out each grass plant. The result: 
total disease protection from top 
to bottom. 

In addition, CHIPCO ALIETTE 
fungicide offers you 21 days of 
Pythium protection from a single 
application. Even in hot, humid 
weather, CHIPCO ALIETTE fungi-
cide stops Pythium before it gets 
started. 

Best of all, CHIPCO ALIETTE 
fungicide delivers long-lasting 
pythium prevention at a down-to-
earth price In fact, CHIPCO 
ALIETTE fungicide is one of your 
best fungicide values based on 
cost per day of control. 

This year, discover the fungi-
cide that's in a class by itself. 
CHIPCO ALIETTE fungicide 

Rhone-Poulenc Ag Company, 
CHIPCO Department, PO. Box 
12014, Research Triangle Park, NC 
27709. 

CHIPCO 
ALIETTE* 

FUNGICIDE 
(WP RHONE-POULENC AG COMPANY 

Circle No. 144 on Reader Inquiry Card Please read label carefully and use only as directed 
CHIPCO® and ALIETTE® are registered trademarks of 
Rhone-Poulenr 

BUILD YOUR PYTHIUM CONTROL PROGRAM ON A FIRM FOUNDATION. CHIPCO" ALIETTEI 
FUNGICIDE 



"They say I plant too many trees," says superintendent Boehm. "But I'll plant any I can get my hands on (6,000 since 
1972)." He also uses 8,000 annuals, perennials, 100 tubs of ornamental grasses per year and wildflowers. 

COPING WITH 
CONSTRUCTION... 
...Not to mention the military way of doing things, and the agronomics 
of living in the Miami Valley. Those are the challenges of Rick Boehm. 

by Jerry Roche, editor 

His cronies are tearing up his 
golf course. There 's nothing 
Rick Boehm can do but grin 

and bear it, except sometimes grasp 
his forehead in disbelief. 

"Keeping the grass looking good is 
simple, compared to all the other 

problems," says Boehm. He is charged 
with maintaining the Wright-Patter-
son Golf Club at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base in Dayton, Ohio—not an 
easy task, considering the constant in-
terference from outside equipment. 

For starters, a 14-inch deep trench 

spanned the fairways of holes No. 10 
and 14 this spring. It forced Boehm to 
temporari ly shorten both holes until 
a 69,000-volt electrical line was in-
stalled. ("Fortunately , they didn ' t 
h i t any of my i r r i g a t i o n l i n e s , " 
Boehm says. "I marked them the 
best I could.") 

Elsewhere, a new portion of Inter-
state 675 that will be the base's main 
entrance is cutting the No. 11 tee off 
short . When that project was an-
nounced, Boehm had to move his tree 
nursery. 

"Ninety-nine percent of the con-
struction is not for the golf course," 
Boehm announces. "The only golf 
course construct ion is rerout ing a 
water line on No. 11." 

Coping secrets 
How does Boehm cope? 

"I've been here for 16 years," he 
notes. "We're a 27-hole course, but in 
that time I've had to construct and re-
construct about 54 holes. 

"It 's crazy at times. Every day, 

The general suggested adding railroad ties to the the 16th green, next to a 
pond. Since the base's environmental consultants looked disapprovingly 
upon using railroad ties, Boehm's crews were busy this spring 
constructing a vertical wall of landscape timbers. 



something seems to go astray. Every 
day is different, depending on mow-
ing, weather and construction. There 
isn't another course I know of that has 
problems like us." 

No, but many landscape managers 
who fit into the government sector 
(like Boehm, a WS-10-grade govern-
ment employee) face some of the same 
problems as he. Beginning with red 
tape. 

"It was difficult when I first got the 
job," remembers the veteran. "My 
whole theory was to try and make the 
best course. That doesn't fly with the 
military. 

"You don't just go out and build a 

After 16 years of practice, 
superintendent Boehm has 
mastered the art of working with 
military bureaucracy. 

Rick Boehm has only worked on 
two golf courses. But he 's been 
around. 

Boehm, who started as assistant 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at W e a t h e r w a x 
Golf Course in Middletown, Ohio, 
is now at Wright-Patterson Golf 
Club. But, as a graduate from Ohio 
State University in agronomics, his 
t a l e n t s a r e a l w a y s n e e d e d 
elsewhere. 

"If I had ever opened up a con-
sulting business, I'd be rich now," 
the jovial Buckeye says. "Every-
body at the base comes to me." 

Boehm has, in the past, been 
TDY (mil i tary t e rmino logy for 
"temporary duty"), consulting at 
Robbins AFB in Georgia, Tinker 
AFB in Oklahoma, Chanute AFB in 
Illinois and Homestead AFB in 
Florida. On these trips, he's lent his 
e x p e r t i s e to o t h e r Air F o r c e 
superintendents. 

He has also consulted for the 

bunker. To do it the way they wanted 
took two years. It was awful. 

"At first, I'd walk around pulling 
my hair out, trying to fight the system. 
But we've found out we have to work 
within the system." 

" W o r k i n g w i t h i n t he s y s t e m " 
means two sets of pesticide records 
(one for the Air Force, one for OSHA) 
and putting up with the complaints of 
uninformed military personnel. 

"If there are any bird or fish kills, 
I'm the first one they call," Boehm 
notes. "One time, the vehicle mainte-
nance department was stacking its old 
batteries and acid was getting washed 
down into a pond. There was a big fish 

southern Ohio cities of Cincinnati 
a n d D a y t o n h o r t i c u l t u r e 
departments. 

Boehm is also very active in the 
M i a m i V a l l e y b r a n c h of t h e 
GCSAA and the Ohio Turfgrass 
Foundation. He is a former presi-
dent of the Miami Valley GCSA 
and was its newsletter editor for 
nine years. He is currently the or-
ganization's video librarian and a 
member of its board of directors. 
He is also a former OTF board 
member. How does he explain this 
involvement? 

"A lot of new people need infor-
mation, and I feel I'm one of the old 
farts in the organization. I get in-
volved with everything." 

Boehm's top employees are as-
sistant Jeff Caldwell, who has been 
with him since 1977, and irrigation 
technician Bob Hoover. Besides 
those two, Boehm hires nine sea-
sonal workers from a Non-Appro-
priated Fund list supplied to him 
by the Air Force. 

"These are seasonal people who 
are required to apply by the last 
two weeks of February, so we have 
very few people to draw from." 
This year, though, four of the nine 
seasonals are back from last year. 

T h e las t c o n v e r s a t i o n tha t 
L A N D S C A P E M A N A G E M E N T h a d 
with Boehm (as this issue went to 
press), he was having more of the 
same problems as earlier in the 
year. 

"You should have been here 
this week," he told us. "Every con-
tractor that was on the course hit 
an irrigation line." 

We wished him luck. 
" T h a n k s , I n e e d t h a t , " he 

laughed. 
—Jerry Roche • 

kill. I was the first one to get called on 
the carpet." 

"Working within the system" also 
means donating part of the club's pro-
ceeds to what is called the base's Mor-
ale, Welfare and Recreation Fund. 
(This meant opening the membership 
up to the first 100 civilians to apply. 
Last year was the first year that civil-
ians could play, which boosted an-
nual rounds to about 70,000.) 

Unearthing relics 
Because of the continual reconstruc-
tion, some lower holes are built on a 
former dump and others on former 
sites of barracks. 

"Once, we actually pulled up live 
ammo from an old gunnery s i te ," 
Boehm says. "We pull up old knives 
and forks from the dump. From those 
old barracks, there are old sanitary 
sewers and electric lines—big lines." 

Because of their placement, greens 
are also very difficult to keep moist 
during droughty periods. Boehm must 
continually reseed the roughs, Ken-
tucky bluegrass cut to two inches. 

Another factor that has influenced 
his maintenance program was the Air 
Force Logistics Command's (AFLC) 
interpretation of an EPA rule. Accord-
ing to Boehm's superiors, he couldn't 
use pesticide spray equipment (in-
cluding a John Deere 1500 self-con-
ta ined sprayer ) for any th ing but 
spraying. The final in terpreta t ion, 
after Boehm tried to clarify things, has 
yet to be determined. 

Keeping it military 
This is a very military base. Very, very 
military: the AFLC's commanding of-
ficer, four-star Gen. Alfred Hansen 
(who is an avid golfer), has a house 
overlooking the course. Not long ago, 
the general suggested adding railroad 
ties to the the 16th green, next to a 
pond. Of course, Wright-Patterson's 
envi ronmenta l consul tants looked 
disapprovingly upon using railroad 
ties because of possible creosote con-
tamination. So Boehm's crews were 
busy this spring constructing a ver-
t ical wal l of l a n d s c a p e t imbe r s . 
("Maybe we'll name the hole after 
him," Boehm says with a wink.) 

His respons ib i l i t i e s some t imes 
transcend the usual responsibilities of 
a civilian golf course super. He not 
only must maintain the course, but 
also some parts of its perimeter, along 
roads that make up the base's VIP 
tour. ("It's a pain.") 

Boehm also received some bad 
marks when he began to deviate from 
what the airmen and officers thought 
the golf course should look like. 

"They say I plant too many trees," 
says Boehm. "But I'll plant any I can 

This man has been around 



Despite the constant struggle with military contractors, Boehm's course looks great. 

get my hands on (6,000 since 1972)." 
He also extensively uses about 8,000 
annuals, perennials, 100 tubs of orna-
mental grasses per year, and wild-
flowers. Sometimes he uses them 
thanklessly. 

"There was some bitching at first 
because everybody wanted the 'mili-
tary look.' But they got used to it," 

Boehm explains. "Because of the 
placement of some trees and orna-
mentals, the golfers are starting to 
play their own hole more, rather than 
adjacent ones." 

This use of lovegrasses, sheeps fes-
cue, flowers and the like is not cheap. 
"It's pretty intensive work, but people 
enjoy the areas more," he observes. 

"We have a lot of women who enjoy 
the flowers and we try to appease 
them," even though wildflower main-
tenance sometimes runs twice that of 
turf. 

Happiness is... 
So why has Boehm lasted so long un-
der such extreme working condi-
tions? 

"I love the area where I live," he 
answers. "I enjoy what I do. I've taken 
a golf course that was nothing and cre-
ated something." 

He likes to talk about Wright-Pat-
terson's beautification program. Base 
personnel, he says, want to make the 
rest of the base as delightful to the 
eyes as the golf course is. "That makes 
me feel pretty good too," he beams. 

Despite his 16 years at Wright-Pat-
terson, Boehm remains on the cutting 
edge of new developments. His course 
last August became the first in Ohio to 
install a combination weather sta-
tion/RainBird Maxi computer irriga-
tion system. 

The fruits of his labor are paying 
off. Late next month, Wright-Patter-
son Golf Club will be the site of the 
AFLC golf championships. A week 
later, the All-Air Force championship 
will be held there. And the following 
week, the all-service championships 
will invade. This is the first time all 
three major military title matches will 
be held at one facility in one year. 

"Golfers from all over the world 
will be here," Boehm beams proudly. 
"These are serious golfers. We have to 
feed, house and transport t h e m ^ 
show 'em a good time. It's going to be 
big." 

And Boehm's course will doubtless 
be up to the task. Unless, of course, 
the engineers decide to put in a few 
more electrical lines. LM 
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