THREE TOOLS
THAT WILL OPEN YOUR EYES

in operations such as seeding, fertilizing, or the application of liquid chemicals, accurate
measurement is essential to minimizing waste and achieving quality results. Yet, most
operators have been forced to run “blind” because of a lack of affordable, reliable instrumen-
tation. Micro-Trak is changing that with a line of low cost monitors that provide a clear pic-
ture of the work performed.

SPRAYER MONITOR

Provides a direct readout of ground
speed with tenth of a mile per hour
accuracy, distance in feet, acres worked,
gallons applied per acre and total
gallons used. Includes stainless steel

flowmeter
$595

SPEED, AREA, AND
DISTANCE MONITOR

A basic, very easy to use system that
provides measurement of acres, MPH

and feet.
$189.95

MULTIPLE INPUT GALLON COUNTER

Monitors the flow of chemicals from up
to three separate tanks at the same time.
Features set keys and built-in relay for
notifying the operator when a desired
application volume is reached.

All systems feature easy push-button FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION
oreration. an illuminated display and CALL TOLL FREE
te?czltronlc memory for storing daily 1-800-328-961:

otals.

MFD. IN US.A. BY

A NEW VISION IN GROUNDS @I MICRO-TRAK .
CARE AND MAINTENANCE Y ,5YSTEMS. Inc.

c ht 1984
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out. Diseased plants should be pruned
in the spring just before they put on
new growth. Be careful to prune out as
much of the diseased areas as possi-
ble. Remove and burn any fallen
leaves beneath the plant that may
contain disease.

As the leaves begin to unfold, start
the spray program and continueitona
10- to 14-day schedule throughout the
early part of the growing season.

Effective fungicides against this
disease include Maneb, Funginex,
Zineb, or copper fungicides.

Roses

Many different disease agents affect
roses in the southeast. To adequately
control these diseases the landscaper
or grower must recognize these dis-

Six Steps to
Keeping Roses
Healthy

1 Buy only good quality, dis-
ease-free plants from a
reputable nurseryman.

2 Space plants for good air cir-
culation.

3 Don’t guess —soil test.

4 Keep roses well mulched
throughout the growing season.
When disease problems are se-
vere then replace mulch an-
nually.

5 Sanitation: Collect and burn
fallen leaves in the autumn or
when disease pressure is high.
Prune properly in the fall or
spring according to the type and
variety. Destroy all prunings.
Make clean slanting cuts 3 to 4
inches behind a canker, dip
shears between each cut.

6 Use a good chemical control
program. Use a recommended
fungicide and insecticide spray
at recommended intervals
throughout the growing season
beginning as the new leaves un-
fold. O

eases and be able to control them ei-
ther by variety selection, sanitation or
chemical control.

Black Spot: As the name black spot
implies, the most prominent symptom

of this disease is black spots on either
side of the leaves. A number of other
diseases cause dark spots on the
leaves but you can distinguish black
spot by the darker color and the
fringed borders of the spots.

There is usually a great deal of yel-
lowing and chlorosis associated with
this disease. Black spot causes pre-
mature leaf drop and may result in
severe defoliation of the plant. The
black spot fungus may weaken plants
and make them more susceptible to
other disorders.

Although rose varieties may vary
in their susceptibility to the fungus,
no variety is completely immune.
Hybrid teas are generally more sus-
ceptible than other varieties.

The first step toward controlling
black spot is sanitation. If only a few
leaves show symptoms these should
be removed and destroyed. Since the
fungus overwinters in leaves and
canes, remove all diseased leaves
from around the plants at the end of
the growing season.

Before new leaves appear in the
spring remove and burn old mulch
and replace with fresh mulch.

A regular spray program through-
out the growing season is usually nec-
essary to control this disease. You
may use one of the several fungicides
including Maneb, Moncozeb,
benomyl, chlorothalonil or funginex.
All give acceptable control of black
spot if applied on weekly intervals
during the spring and at 2-week inter-
vals during the dry part of the sum-
mer.

Once plants become severely in-
fected, the fungicides are of little
value other than keeping the disease
from spreading, therefore, regularly
spraying and thorough coverage are
important.

Die-Back and Stem Canker: Die-
back and stem canker are really a
complex of diseases since they are
caused by several different types of
fungi. However, identifying these dis-
eases is not of great importance since
the control is very much the same for
all.

The die-back phase of the disease
appears as a black sunken lesion that
causes death of the terminals of the
cane. Die-back normally gets estab-
lished through wounds.

When pruning be sure to dip all
pruning tools in a 70% solution of de-
natured alcohol or household liquid
bleach diluted one part bleach to four
parts water.

The fungicides that are effective in
controlling black spot will also control
die-back and canker.

Powdery Mildew: & white powd-
ery fungus growth on the surface of
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leaves, buds, or stems of roses usually
indicates powdery mildew. Infection
on young leaves may cause curling
and sometimes a purple discoloration.

Badly infected flower buds do not
open properly. Most of the sanitation
procedures for the control of other
rose diseases are also valuable in con-
trolling powdery mildew.

When this disease is a problem
spray dormant plants with commer-
cial lime sulfur (1:15).

During the growing season you can
hold powdery mildew in check by
spraying with benomyl, dinocap (Ka-
rathane), cycloheximide (Acti-dione),
or wettable sulfur. Be sure to add a

Black spot fungi
overwinter in leaves
and canes of roses.
Remove all diseased
leaves from around
the plants at the end
of the growing
season.

spreader sticker and follow label di-
rections closely.

Viruses: There are several virus
diseases that attack roses in the south.
The type of symptom expressed will
depend upon the type of virus pres-
ent.

Some of the mosaic viruses will
cause pale to bright yellow spots to
occur on the leaves. Occasionally
ring spots will occur or some type of
light yellow zig-zag pattern across
the leaf. Also, the mosaics will result
in a puckering of the younger leaves.

Some of the streak viruses will
produce a brown to reddish ring pat-
tern in the leaves. Brown or green
rings may also occur on some of the
canes.

Generally speaking, the viruses
cause very little loss of plant vigor or
affect flower production. The major
problem is with discoloration and de-
formity of the foliage.

Occasionally symptoms may be
masked during hot weather. Infected
roses should not be used for budding
or grafting. Propagators can use heat
treatment of root stock to rid the
plants of most viruses.

If virus symptoms do occur on es-
tablished plants, severe pruning may
rid the plant of the virus. If this is not
successful, then it is best to remove
the plant since the virus may be trans-
mitted to healthy plants either by pru-
ning instruments or by insects. WT&T



GET MORE T

...a New sweeping system
...2-yr./2,000 hr. warranty
...48-hour parts shipment
...free video operator training
...82 to 83 dBA; and more!

Machine picks up and power loads an
incredible range of debris that ordi-
nary sweepers can't; seals brush com-
partment for dust-free sweeping. It’s
the TENNANT® Power

Throw System ™ with

Rotary Seal™ (patent

- #

POWER THROW ™ SYSTEM =
CALL TOLL FREE:800-328-5727 EXT.768B
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—a true breakthrough in sweeping
technology!
Sets new standard of productivity:
up to 13% wider path, 50% faster,
41% more useable hopper space
than comparable direct throw mid-
size sweepers. Travels at 82 mph,
sweeps 5 ft. path, u-turns in less than
10 ft. aisle. Packs 1200 pounds debris
into 16 cubic ft. hopper—reduces
dump time, extends sweeping cycles.
Boosts operator performance:
anti-fatigue features for
more effective opera-
tion, plus excellent visi-
bility, quiet operation
(82 to 83 dBA).
Unmatched dependabil-
ity: the result of com-
puter aided design and
rigorous lab and field
testing. Heavy reinforce-
ments built into stream-
lined design for strength
where you need it.

> .
% oy T % L7 <tle
',*v"y- S AR e < "

AN JUST A SWEEPER

Quality backed by best warranty
ever: two-year/2,000 hours (except
normal wear parts). Tennant Compa-
ny's comprehensive Quality Program
makes this possible.

Test-sweep this machine in your own
facility, at your convenience (abso-
lutely no obligation). You won't
know what really clean sweeping
and comfortable operation are until
you try it.

FREE BROCHURE
tells why this
TENNANT® 360
power sweeper
slashes costs
while it boosts
productivity.

Ask us for a free demonstration
and see for yourself.

®
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WHAT MAKES TE

= CUSHMAN

"[URE_ARE SYSTEM

WORTH TH

= INVESTMENT:

Aerating, hauling, dumping, spraying, seeding,
spreading and top dressing —
one wvehicle does the work of a fleet of machines.

The Cushman
Turf-Care System
offers you a single
vehicle that can
do the work of a
half dozen
machines—at a

The exclusive Cushman pin disconnect
system lets you attach and remove acces-
sories in minutes.

A NEW 22-HP ENGINE.

The Cushman Turf-Truckster™ is
now equipped with a new 22-hp gas
engine.

It gives you the power to haul a
full load uphill, without straining. It
maintains a sure, steady speed while
you’re spraying or spreading.

And it’s built tough. The crank-
shaft is forged alloy steel. The
cylinder heads are reinforced for
extra strength under stress. And
the hydraulic pump is mounted to
the engine for better service life
and smooth operation.

Team up the new 22-hp
Turf-Truckster with any of the
following accessories for a complete
Turf-Care System.

fraction of the cost.

THE AERATORS.
Because you
have two types
of turf to aerate,
Cushman makes
two aerator attach- |
ments for your St X
Turf-Truckster. %)
The Greensaver® ’m
is ideal for greens ‘S——1
and other delicate
areas ... while
the Quick Aerator
makes short work
of big jobs (it cov-
ers a 46" swath).
Both can be
equipped with
interchangeable
coring or deep-
slicing tines.

THE DUMP BOXES.

Again, you have a choice! Our
Short Box is a high quality dump
box . . . and our Flatbed/Box
converts from flatbed carrier to
dump box just by adding the bolt-
on sides and tailgate. Both can be
hydraulically dumped right from
the driver’s seat.

THE SPRAYERS.

Choose the capacity you
need . . . our big 150-gallon sprayer
or 100-gallon model. Both give
you uniform spraying controlled by
the Turf-Truckster’s ground speed
gOVernor.
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THE SPREADERS.
Two choices here, too. The 700-1b.
capacity Vicon Spreader with a
45’ swath. Or the Spreader/Seeder
with a 300-1b. capacity. Both give
you smooth, uniform spreading
because application rates are con-
trolled by the Turf-Truckster’s
ground speed governor.

7
Y

THE TOP DRESSER.

Everything from rock salt to
powdered fertilizer can be uniformly
spread across a 31%2 ” swath at a rate
of up to 220’ per minute.

A FREE DEMONSTRATION
See the Cushman Turf-Care
System in action. Call toll-free:

1-800-228-4444.







COmpost. made from animal ma-
nure or plant waste, has been used
for years in the landscape industry
and by gardeners. This fact may cause
many in the industry to think compost
is unsophisticated, outdated, or tech-
nologically less effective than modern
chemicals. Actually, the benefits of
compost for turf and landscape are
being rediscovered by the Green In-
dustry as if it was a new idea.
Compost is a product we should all
be familiar with and use as a regular
tool. Today, compost is being made
from sewage sludge and it's becoming
available in certain cities within the
United States; it provides many benefits
to those who use this product within
their industries. Clients also benefit.

Large scale composting

In the late 1960s Stanley Bulpitt of
Darien, CT, began large scale com-
posting of leaves. This eliminated a
municipal leaf disposal problem and,
at the same time, provided an out-
standing humus which was used to
enhance greenhouse and prepared
soil mixes.

Bulpitt has long recognized the
value of leaf mold compost and he’s
used it in his commercial operations.

In the early 70's, the United States
Government, the state of Maryland,
and the Washington Suburban Sani-
tary Commission realized there was a
growing problem with sludge disposal
within the United States and simul-
taneously decided to investigate com-
posting as the answer to this problem.
To this end, they committed millions
of dollars to determine whether a
composting process was applicable
and whether it would be a process
that could work throughout the
United States.

Over a five to seven year period, the
Beltsville Process, as it was named,
was developed. This process met the
criteria that had been established at
the beginning of the program, i.e., it
would use large amounts of sludge as
a raw material, would produce a high
quality product, and could be done
almost anywhere in the United States.
It was a large scale process that was
practical, safe and reliable.

The compost made from this pro-

cess has many potential applications;
in short, the Beltsville Process solved
many problems.

After the Beltsville method was es-
tablished, the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and the
University of Maryland spent several
years in determining that sewage
sludge compost was suitable for a va-
riety of horticultural applications, in-
cluding greenhouse work. One
outcome of the work was a USDA bul-
letin entitled “Uses of Sewage Sludge
Compost for Soil Improvement and
Plant Growth,” publication number
ARM-NE-6.

Dr. Francis Gouin of the University
of Maryland has also published his
research in a number of papers and
articles. These publications address
various utilizations and their op-
timum application rates; all of these
publications are available from any
major compost marketing group and/
or the Department of Agriculture,
Beltsville, MD.

There are today several popular
methods of producing compost; most
of these methods have evolved from

Don’t Knock It Until You’ve Tried It.

COMPOST

by N. Grove Teates, compost manufacturing and marketing consultant, Wheaton, MD.

by v
e A

Grade one compost can be used as a topdressing for turf at /- to '/-inch deep,

followed by single aerification and dragging.
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preceded by double aerification and
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INDERGOVER
AGENT

- e N An advanced carbamate insecticide that roots out
‘ B and ruthlessly destroys white grubs, chinch bugs,
3 Tal X sod webworms, mole crickets and other lawn and turf
'NSECT'G'DE “terrorists”. This tough operator doesn’t get trapped
: in thatch, thus assuring positive grub control.
For Use Only by Professional Applicators on TURCAM® is odorless...works well in spray equip-

Ornamental Trees, Shrubs and Turf ment...won’t damage turf or ornamentals. You'll find

PP ey that TURCAM packs a federally-approved nationwide
Bendiocard: (2,2-dimethyl- 1, 3-benzodoxol-4-0l label, too.

ale”) 76%

methyicarbam,
INERT INGREDIENTS - i Powerful reasons for assigning TURCAM to your
::;", Patert Mo 2.736:398 toughest pest control problems.

EPA EST. MO, asacnmm For more information on TURCAM, including full

labeling and recommendations for use, contact your

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN local distributor or write to:
WARNING Circle No. 141

HARMFUL OR FATAL IF SWALLOWED 6‘9 NOR-AM

STATEMENT OF PRACTICAL TREATMENT

" #watiowed — Do | of water ce vombng oY . . on Reader Inquiry Card

00N Back o rvou wih g D % s vornng o Pt ST NOR-AM CHEMICAL COMPANY
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B oy S e e —aiont oY 3509 Silverside Road, P.O. Box 7495
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There are many advantages of
using compost in the soil mix to
enhance growth. Consider the
following:

A Compost provides humus,
and to some extent, fertilizer.
This combination tends to raise
the cation exchange capacity in
the medium and makes fertil-
izer already present in the me-
dium more available to the
plants. The net overall effect is
that the fertilizer requirement
for the medium is reduced con-
siderably.

In some cases, golf courses
using compost have reduced
their fertilizations from four to
two applications per year. This
represents significant savings.
B Some compost may contain
lime and have a fairly high pH.
This reduces the need for pur-
chased lime on some jobs. Some
composts have tremendously
high buffering capabilities and
are used where there is very
acid leachate or acid water
which needs an offsetting ele-
ment.
€ Compost adds a lot of humus
to the soil at a reasonable cost.
Of course, humus content of the
soil is a great factor in limiting
the tendency of soils to pack. It
has been observed in some gov-
ernmental lawns, which have
been topdressed over the years
with compost, that are almost
impossible to pack. This is ex-
tremely good for grass which
must be grown in harsh loca-
tions.

D Compost hastens seed ger-
mination time significantly.
This may eliminate the need for
sod, which might otherwise be
installed to produce green
rapidly. Cases have shown with
favorable moisture and tem-
perature, and compost addition
to a seed bed, fescues will ger-
minate within five days and

Consider Compost Advantages

may be 2-inches tall in two
weeks.

Frank Bowman, superinten-

dent of Golf Courses in Spring-
field, OH, had Columbia Blue-
grass which germinated in
much less time than expected,
which was pleasing to all con-
cerned. Because grass germi-
nates so quickly when compost
is added to a seed bed, it may be
necessary to sod only swales
and other waterways for erosion
prevention. Significant areas of
disturbed land have been re-
claimed in this manner at a rea-
sonable cost.
E Compost helps maintain the
color of grass as the temperature
drops in the fall and winter.
This “green effect” from grasses
isimportant in that it makes golf
course superintendents that
have used compost look ex-
tremely good; their tees, aprons,
and fairways may be green
when the rest of the course is
brown. It has been generally
noted that the color of grass
holds until a 15 degree F to 20
degree F temperature condition
is established, when the treated
grass begins to brown off to
match surrounding grasses.

Itis at this time of the year that

the quality of the spreading job
becomes most evident. During
the winter months, skips will be-
come extremely evident and will
look like brown streaks put on an
otherwise green background.
F Compost gives grasses drou-
ght resistance. This was much
evidenced in the summer of
1983 when a drought made irri-
gation a necessity to produce
green grass. Grass which had
been topdressed heavily with
compost withstood the lack of
moisture much better and re-
tained its color much longer.

In esthetics alone, compost
was cost effective. O

the basic Beltsville Process.
Generally, a sludge which is very
similar in appearance to brick mortar
is mixed with a bulking agent. This
bulking agent, usually woodchips,
serves to allow air to filter down
through the composting mass. The
mixing of the woodchips allows bac-
teria within the pile to breathe oxygen

and multiply. This bacterial activity
creates an elevated temperature
which over a period of time pasturizes
the pile and kills pathogens, digests
the sludge, and leaves a humus which
is called compost.

After the composting process is
complete, the pile is then broken
down and remixed and recomposted

78 WEEDS TREES & TURF/FEBRUARY 1985

to insure that all the contents of the
pile reached at least 55 degrees C,
which assures pasteurization. Then
the woodchips are removed from the
pile by screening. The woodchips are
used again in the composting process
and the screened compost is ready for
sale/distribution.

Compost grades

Most composting facilities produce at
least two grades of compost. Grade
one compost has been screened
through a '/s-inch mesh screen. This

Compost improves
soil water holding
capacity, an important
factor for flower beds
and new lawns.

material is suitable for topdressing
turf and other applications where one
does not desire a significant amount of
woodchip residue.

Grade two compost is screened
through either a */s-inch or '/:-inch
mesh screen, and is coarser con-
taining more woodchip particles. This
grade is desirable for horticultural
media and for general soil improve-
ment, as the additional porosity of the
product opens the soil and improves
drainage.

Precautions

Regardless of the type of composting
process, there are several things to re-
member.

First, the product must be
pasteurized. This eliminates the pos-
sibility of serious health problems
arising from the use of sludge com-
post. Compost is currently widely
used in vegetable gardens and other
sensitive locations throughout the
United States.

Compost, in order to be considered
stable, must be almost biologically in-
active. If the microbes are active in
the compost, usually evidenced by
heat generation, then one can suspect
that the compost is not mature, but
“green’ compost. It is desirable to use
mature compost, because mature
compost will release nitrogen.

If the product is green compost or
only partially composted, then it is in
a nitrogen gathering stage and will
produce negative results when ap-
plied to plants in general.

The compost should be aerobic,
not anaerobic. Aerobic means that the
compost has been made by a tech-
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Monopoly proves the new emergence champion Fast-starting Monopoly beats Park, Baron,

among the elite Kentucky bluegrasses — 65% o : |
emergence in 5 days. That's Monopoly. Out of the Parade. 65% emergence in 5 days!

ground fast with a remarkable stand.

Established turf saves you care dollars. Vigor-
ous performance cuts your worries about wash-
outs and weather.

Other benefits? Check the USDA Turfgrass
Evaluation Program report. Monopoly proves a
winner, offers great livability and a dense sward.
Fusarium and rust resistance is among the best.
Wearability? Monopoly has proved its wear qua-
lities on sports fields and traffic areas through-
out Europe. Now it’s proving itself here. And, a
fine-textured seed, Monopoly gives you 10% more
grains per pound.

Add all that to 65% emergence in 5 days and
you get Monopoly, superior for fast starts.

Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Day 10

Call about:

Waldorf, the long-wearing Chewings fescue. Blazer, MONOPOLY @uuummnd) BARON @eecececc@
the winterhardy perennial ryegrass.
Call Pioneer, basic for all of your turfgrass needs. PARK @ummm @ PARADE @ i

(o) PIONEER

PIONEER HI-BRED INTERNATIONAL « TURF AND FORAGE SEED DIVISION
SAVAGE, MN 55378 « PHONE 1/800-3285898 IN MINNESOTA 1/800+252+5833

®Registered trademark of Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., Des Moines, lowa. The Limitation of Warranty
and remedy appearing on the label is part of the terms of sale

Circle No. 146 on Reader Inquiry Card
FEBRUARY 1985/WEEDS TREES & TURF 79



nique utilizing oxygen breathing bac-
teria. If the composting process is ana-
erobic, then there is considerable
odor associated with it and the com-
post is undesirable for most applica-
tions.

Anaerobic material can be
changed to aerobic material by proper
composting techniques. Under all
conditions, the compost must be clean
of foreign debris, uniform throughout,
and free of weed seed.

Compost moisture is another im-
portant consideration; the moisture of
the product should be in

Compost must be applied as care-
fully as other topdressing materials.
Skips will become evident normally
within 10 days.

Compost should be applied with a
spreader if possible, in one direction at
half the intended rate and then at half
the rate at a right angle to the first appli-
cation. This practice eliminates skips.

Compost can also be used in con-
struction of new lawns and seed beds.
Often after a building is completed,
sub-soil is the only real soil medium
that exists. At this stage, the land-

the expected results are that plants
will bloom earlier and hold their
blooms longer than they would in a
soil which was augmented only with
commercial fertilizers.

Compost also increases soil water
holding capacity, an important factor
for flower beds and new lawns. Be-
cause compost amended media holds
water better, plants growing in those
media are more drought resistant.

Compost greatly reduces the cost of
greenhouse container mixes: even if a
grower is currently using commercially
prepared mixes, the addition

the range of 50 percent or
below, or else it will have a
tendency to clump together
and difficult to apply.

Compost benefits
Compost has many prac-
tical uses. Among the most
important is as a topdress-
ing material for established
turf.

Considerable amounts
of compost are used for
commercial areas where
compaction is a problem
(i.e., apartment complexes,
condominiums, parks, and
heavy foot traffic areas). All
athletic fields fall into this

of compost to these mixes
can reduce their cost and en-
hance the plant growth.

Researchers at Ohio
State University, at the
University of Maryland,
and elsewhere are indicat-
ing that the compost addi-
tion to the currently used
mixes generally increases
profits. This is extremely
important to cost-conscious
operators today.

An additional benefit
that is now being studied is
the addition of compost to
growing media, up to 50
percent by volume, appears

category.

The porosity of the fi1
compost opens compacted
soils as well as adds humus to them.
Humus provides chemical buffering
capacity and water storage to the root-
zone.

Governmental agencies use signifi-
cant amounts of compost for topdress-
ing. Customers within this category
range from the National Park Service
to state and local governments. A con-
siderable amount of space in down-
town Washington, D.C. receives only
compost for fertilization. Compost is
excellent for topdressing areas which
must withstand public scrutiny daily.

Finally, compost is a very good top-
dressing on fine residential lawns. It
enhances grass growth where there is
traffic and compaction, and reduces
the need for fertilization at the same
time.

In all cases, compost should be ap-
plied at a rate from '/s-inch to '/:-inch
thick for topdressing. It is strongly rec-
ommended that the soil be aerated at
least twice before and once after the
application of compost. Aeration
tends to eliminate layering of compost
on a given soil. Also, like any top-
dressing, it is helpful to use a drag to
break up compost clumps and soil
cores and blend them into the turf.
After topdressing is complete, the turf
can be overseeded.

Bulk compost should be protected from rain during
hauling and storage for proper handling texture.

scaper must either bring in topsoil to
augment the sub-soil and/or other-
wise improve it for lawn and flower
bed installation.

Compost can be spread at a depth
of approximately 1-inch to 1-/-
inches and incorporated into the soil

Aerate the soil twice
before topdressing
with compost, and
once afterward.

with a rototiller or a disc.

Normally, mixing ought to pro-
duce a 50% mixture of compost and
parent soil. For example, if 1 inch of
compost is applied, the mixture is cut
into the native soil 1-inch deep.

The addition of compost to this soil
enhances grass seed germination and
may reduce the amount of fertiliza-
tion needed for a new lawn during the
first year, and sometimes for the sec-
ond year.

In annual and perennial beds, com-
post depths of up to 2-inches may be
mixed into the native soil. This pro-
duces a humus-rich growing medium;
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to have a fungicidal effect
that reduces or eliminates
the need for drenching for
fungus in greenhouses.

Again, a cost savings is realized by
the greenhouse operator. The bottom
line is that compost amended soil me-
dia produces hardier plants within
the same time period or the same size
plants within a significantly shorter
period than do standard growing me-
dia. Again, there are savings associ-
ated with these characteristics.

More and more compost is being
produced throughout the United
States. Right now, up to 50 cities are
currently building or already have
compost plants. Within the next five
years, the availability of compost will
grow drastically and many landscap-
ing and related industries will have
the opportunity to use it. Compost is
generally very reasonably priced, at
topsoil prices or below.

Organizations selling compost
spend the majority of their time edu-
cating their users to reduce trial-and-
error risks. Once the public is edu-
cated to the product and has used it
one time on a trial basis, they're usu-
ally hooked.

The bottom line in either green-
house or landscape and/or residen-
tial use is that compost produces
results while saving money. Nothing
gets our attention as well as money in
the bank. WT&T



