
LESCO proudly introduces the 
newest addition to its growing line 
of turf maintenance equipment -
the LESCO Fairway Mower. 

Using only the finest American-made 
steel and advanced manufacturing, heat 
treating and plating processes, LESCO 
builds in the quality needed to provide 
years of dependable service. The LESCO 
Fairway Mower features simple bedknife-
to-reel adjustment, heavy-duty welds and 
precision-hobbed ductile iron gears. 

To best suit your needs, LESCO offers 
its new fairway unit with a five, six or ten-
blade reel. The mowers can be grouped on a 
five, seven or nine-gang frame - all available from 
LESCO. And because LESCO manufactures and 
sells direct to the user, there are no distributors or 
middlemen to increase costs. 

Outstanding quality and performance make this 
new mower perfect for use on golf course fairways; 

park and recreational land; corporate 
and industrial sites; sod fields and 
other large turfgrass areas. Ease of 

operation, simple maintenance and 
economical mowing are just three of 

the many benefits you will realize with 
the LESCO Fairway Mower. 

For years of beautiful mowing and 
reliable operation, choose the new gang 

in town. It won't let you down. 
Our price is $895 for the six-blade unit 

. . . less wheels. Excellent pricing is also 
available on the five-blade and ten-blade 

models, the wheels and the frames. 
For more information about this newest 

piece of equipment from LESCO, we invite 
you to contact your LESCO salesman or give us 

a call toll free. When you call, ask for Jeff Mack. He's 
our equipment product manager and can help answer 
any questions you might have. 

(800) 321-5325 (800) 362-7413 
NATIONWIDE IN OHIO 

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116 • (216) 333-9250 



INTRODUCES THE NEW 

PROFESSIONAL CORE CULTIVATION 
Now you can get down to business with "core cultivation!" 
That's what the new heavy-duty Ride-Aire II offers — 
precision core aerification at the rate of up to 12,000 

square feet per hour. The Ride-Aire II is a tough 670-lb. 
machine powered by an 8-hp commercial engine. It moves 
along smoothly aerating 21 inches per swath with 2Vi- or 
3-inch cores spaced V/i inches apart. 
Yet its compact 36-inch width and single rear wheel steering 
lets the operator easily maneuver around shrubs, trees and 
yard gates. A new foot control system lifts the aerating 
frame hydraulically for transport over sidewalks and 
driveways. 
CLEAN, VERTICAL CORING 
The Ride-Aire II features straight up-and-down action that 
cuts cores cleanly without tearing the turf. The tines are 
heat treated with a special process that makes them self-
sharpening, allowing them to last longer than ordinary 
tines. 
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 
Whether home lawn or commercial turf, the new Ride-Aire 



RIDE-AIRE II 

For more information or a free 
demonstration, call or write: 

R\7VISI 
2357 Cushman, P.O. Box 82409 

Lincoln, NE 68501 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-228-4444 

©Outboard Marine Corporation, 1984. All rights reserved. 

CUR 5-4253 
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Vigorous root 
growth after 

6 weeks. 

II will help you keep customers happy. Core cultivation in-
creases oxygen exchange and nutrient penetration, and 
decreases surface runoff and irrigation frequency. It also 
breaks up thatch and compaction and brings up soil par-
ticles to reinocúlate thatch with soil and microbes to 
enhance thatch decomposition. Whether regular turf 
maintenance or renovation, the Ride-Aire II adds a new 
dimension to the lawn care service industry. 

After core 
cultivation. 



LANDSCAPE LOG 
by the Editorial Advisory Board, Weeds Trees & Turf magazine 

May work keys on summer protection 
Seven experts willingly share their knowledge. Please 
write the magazine if there are specific areas of land-
scape management you would like to see addressed 
on a monthly basis. 

Mid-Atlantic landscape managers begin preparing 
for summer heat stress in May. John Hall of VPI 
suggests raising mower cutting height beginning in 
May for coo l - season grasses . He r e c o m m e n d s 
aerification and verticutting for both cool- and 
warm-season grasses in May, followed by fertiliza-
tion and application of postemergence herbicides for 
crabgrass where preemergence applications did not 
provide control. May is a good time to begin sprigging 
and sodding repairs to bermudagrass turf according 
to Hall. 

Areas with a history of grub, cutworm, ar-
myworm, bil lbug, or sod webworm should be 
sprayed in May. A second application of fungicides 
for leaf spot control may be needed. 

Great Plains landscape managers should initiate 
fertilization of warm-season grasses and cool-season 
grasses which received a late-season fertilization the 
previous year. Broadleaf weed control should switch 
to postemergence herbicides no later than mid-May, 
says Bob Shearman of the University of Nebraska. 
Fungicide applications should be made for leaf spot, 
melting out, and stripe smut. Adult bluegrass bill-
bugs may be controlled in May with insecticides. 

Shearman recommends insecticide applications 
for scale crawlers on affected ornamentals in May, in 
addition to control of cankerworms, tent caterpillars, 
borers, and aphids. 

Ornamental disease control should begin for 
black spot on roses and rust and scab of crabapples. 
Peonies should be sprayed with Bordeaux mix after 
flowers emerge. 

Fertilize roses and spring flowering plants in May 
and prune them after they finish blooming. 

Trees needing attention in May are pines for Di-
plodia tip blight and pine needle blight, junipers for 
Phomopsis blight, birch for bronze birch borer, and 
honeylocusts for insects. 

Northeast landscape managers should concen-
trate on soil conditions in early May, says Martin 
Petrovic at Cornell. Dethatching, coring, pH control, 
light fertilization, and deep watering are important 
now. 

In the northernmost portions of the Northeast pre-
emergence herbicides are still being applied. In most 
areas, however , control has switched over to 
postemergence broadleaf herbicides. 

Disease or insect prone areas should be watched 
closely for symptoms and damage. Leaf spot, dollar 
spot, stripe smut, and summer patch (hot weather 
Fusarium blight) are all possible in May. White 
grubs, chinch bugs, sod webworms, bluegrass bill-
bugs, and hyperodes weevil are all problems at this 
time and may require treatment. 

Deep watering and ferti l ization of trees and 

shrubs are important in May says Petrovic. Narrow-
leaved evergreens can be pruned in May. 

Insects to control are aphids, birch leaf miner, 
dogwood borer, forest tent caterpillar, gypsy moth, 
and lilac borer. Diseases of trees and shrubs to con-
trol include fire blight, anthracnose, leaf blotch, and 
leaf spot. 

In preparation for June work, order fungicides for 
pythium and brown patch of turf. 

North Central landscape managers should have 
plans for annual beds finished and plants ordered for 
installation in May, says Doug Chapman of Dow Gar-
dens. Transplanting of trees and shrubs should be 
l imited to container and balled-and-burlapped 
plants. 

If cool and wet conditions exist, apply sprays for 
apple scab and Phomopsis twig blight. Deciduous 
shrubs can be pruned immediately after flowering. 
Spray vulnerable stages of chewing and sucking in-
sects. 

Midwest landscape managers should follow tips 
for the Great Plains. Harry Niemczyk, Ohio State 
University turf entomologist, suggests attention to 
grub prevention and mite damage to turf. He says 
preventative treatment for chinchbugs and billbugs 
should be down by May 10. 

Florida landscape managers have experienced a 
record dry winter says Bruce Augustin, extension 
turf and water specialist at the University of Florida. 
Water restrictions may be possible if rains don't oc-
cur before May. 

Augustin suggests cutting heights for St. Au-
gustine and bahiagrass be raised to 3 inches. Bermu-
dagrass greens should not be cut lower than 3/ib-inch 
warns Augustin. Verticutting and aerification are 
recommended for thatchy turf since recovery is fast-
est in warm temperatures. 

Turf areas should receive 3/4-l-inch of water 
twice per week in May. Fertilization should be with-
held until the rainy season begins in mid-June. Her-
bicides should be applied very cautiously if drought 
continues. 

Chinchbugs are especially troublesome in May 
says Augustin. He recommends cautious use of 
organophosphate insecticides due to resistance 
problems. 

Pruning of trees and shrubs to improve appear-
ance and reduce wind resistance is appropriate in 
May. WT&T 

Editorial Advisory Board members are: Bruce J. Augustin, 
extension turf and water specialist, University of Florida, Fort 
Lauderdale, FL; Douglas Chapman, horticulturist/director, 
Dow Gardens, Midland, Ml; Jack Hall, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, Blacksburg, VA; Kent Kurtz, 
professor of horticulture, California Polytechnic Institute, 
Pomona, CA; Harry Niemczyk, professor of entomology, 
Ohio State University, Wooster, OH; Martin Petrovic, assis-
tant professor of turfgrass science, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, NY; Robert Shearman, associate professor or turf, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 



PROXOL KILLS GRUBS 
AND SURFACE FEEDERS 

FAST! 
There's no need to wait over a month tor 
a grub control to work. Economical Proxol 
80SP insecticide readily penetrates thatch 
to work fast for an effective broad spectrum 
kill, including grubs and surface feeding 
sod webworms,armyworms,and cutworms. 
You apply Proxol with the liquid applica-
tion equipment you already have. So there's 
no need to haul spreaders and bulky pack-
ages on your rig, put up with package break-
age and waste, or carry them in inventory. 
Proxol's convenient 2-and 5-lb. packages 
make measurement easy. Eliminates waste. 
You can even mix Proxol with other non-
alkaline chemicals. 

And you can rest easy with Proxol. Custom-
er's children and pets are not exposed to 

a granular residue left on the turf. Proxol is 
easy on the environment, too. No unpleasant 
odor to offend customers. No long-term re-
sidual buildup in the soil. 

Proxol kills grubs and surface feeders. Fast! 
And Proxol is conveniently available along 
with Acti-dione; a broad spectrum fungicide, 
long used by golf course superintendents, to 
stop turf disease problems before they start. 

For more information, send attached coupon. 

Circle No. 156 on Reader Inquiry Card 

Now marketed by 

WNOR-AM 
NOR-AM CHEMICAL COMPANY 

3509 Silverside Road. PO Box 7495 
Wilmington. DE 19803 

Sod Webworm 



JOBTALK 

Turf regulator eases mall landscape tasks 
Carol Zech, horticultural supervisor 
for Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi, MI, 
found herself with a vexing landscape 
problem—too much lush grass. 

Zech and her crew (four full-time 
and three part-time employees) were 
spending too much time mowing. 

Says Zech, "Last spring, because of 
heavy fertilization the previous year 
and steady rains, grass growth was 
nothing less than astounding. We did 
so much mowing there was little time 
left to edge, prune, mulch, and spray." 

The logical way she is solving it 
demonstrates the value of a clearly 
defined program using a new product, 
Monsanto's turf regulator, Limit. 

Her p r o b l e m is p r o b a b l y not 
unique. Saavy merchants are begin-
ning to realize the value of oases of 
green in the vast concrete expanses of 
shopping mall parking lots. 

T r e e s , g r a s s , s h r u b b e r y and 
f l o w e r s add b e a u t y ( c r e a t i n g a 
positive initial reaction with incom-
ing customers) while directing traffic, 
reducing noise, and absorbing vehicle 
fumes. 

But more landscaping means more 
work for people like Zech at the 1.2 
million sq. ft. Twelve Oaks Mall with 
its extensive multi-level parking area 
which is dotted with landscaped traf-
fic islands. Compounding the prob-
lem, several of the maintained grassy 
areas have a 35 to 40 degree grade. "I 
grit my teeth every time the crew 
mows them. The less I have to do to 
those areas, the better," she says. 

Last May, Zech and a staff member 
applied 20 gallons of Limit, a chemical 
designed to slow the growth of cool-
season grasses, from a trailer-mounted 
sprayer to the quarter acre traffic is-
lands and the top and bottom of an in-
clined turf area. The turf is a mix of 
Kentucky bluegrass hybrids. "Before 
using Limit, I was very worried about 
the toxicity of growth regulators," she 
admits. 

A few days after she applied the 
Limit, the only discolorat ion she 
noticed was a slight blue-gray tinge. 
This was offset by other favorable 
results. 

"During the six-week period follow-

ing the application of Limit, turf growth 
was slowed noticeably," she says. "Or-
dinarily, heavy spring growth would 
force us to mow every six days. How-
ever, after we applied Limit, we found 
ourselves trimming every other week. 
The grass was thinner and the clippings 
drastically reduced. My crew thought it 
was great." Equally welcome, the top 
and bottom of the graded grassy area 
Zech sprayed required only one trim 
mowing in a six-week period. This year 
she plans to spray the turf regulator on 
other heavy growth inclined areas in 
addition to the traffic islands. 

Zech is also responsible for refuse 
removal around the mall and has been 
concerned with the safety hazards of 
mowing grass that hides bottles and 
cans. "If we can reduce the number of 
mowings, there is less chance one of my 
crew will accidentally run over a bottle 
or can and injure himself or someone 
else, not to mention the damage done to 
machinery." 

Above all, reducing mowings this 
spring will allow Zech to devote more 
time to other jobs. WT&T 



with HYDRO-POWER 180 

EASY-FOLDING 
CUTTING UNITS FOR 

TRANSPORT CAPABILITIES 
YEAR-ROUND 
VERSATILITY 

Your search for a high capacity mower encompassing 
a one man operation is now concluded. The Hydro-
Power 180 with its 15 foot hydraulically driven rotary 
mower has a mowing capacity of up to 11 acres an 
hour while incorporating rear wheel steering for 
maximum maneuverability. Cutting units are designed 
for maximum floatation and may be used individually 
or in any combination of the three. 

A foot pedal controlled hydrostatic transmission 
affords variable mowing speeds as well as transport 
speed to insure maximum travel time between the 
job sites. The Hydro-Power 180 offers year-round 
versatility with a 2-stage, 73" snow blower and 
heated cab. 

18155 Edison Avenue 
Manufactured by 

Reader Inquiry Card 

H O W A R D P r i c e 
WEQUIPMENI Chesterfield, Mo. 63017 



Public opinion, worker attitudes and increasing governmental regulation are forging 
a new path for government managers. The challenge isn't going unanswered. 

The Government Dilemma: 
Agronomics vs. Budgets 

by Maureen Hrehocik, managing editor 

TABLE 1 

A whole laundry list of concerns is on 
the minds of government landscape 
managers across the country. 

Frozen budgets, battling the overall 
economy, pesticide regulation and 
responsible use of chemi-
cals, a rapidly changing in-
dustry, public and employee 
attitudes, professionalism 
and education of govern-
ment landscape managers 
and their employees, and 
lack of water top the list ac-
cording to a WEEDS TREES 
& TURF survey. 

Doing more with less 
was the overall concern of 
most m a n a g e r s who re-
sponded. 

One city landscape man-
ager seemed to sum up the 
sentiments of many. " W e 
have to consistently pro-
duce the quality product, 
(athletic fields, landscap-
ing, mowing, park mainte-
nance) which the general 
public and taxpayer have 
come to expect with in-
creasingly dwindling bud-
gets and crews." 

And most know there 
are no easy answers. 

Says another, "We have 
to be able to sell ourselves 
to those people in the gov-
ernment who control the budget and 
make decisions where the money 
goes. I think landscape management 
will have an even more difficult time 
being recognized by the government 
with all areas that are being cut back 
(from) federal support." 

A profile 
Most respondents to the survey were 
in managerial positions with an aver-

age of 11 years in the industry. Most 
were involved in city landscape man-
agement with state employees follow-
ing a close second. 

They supervise an average land-

Importance of Duties Performed 

Very 
Important Important 

Roadside Maintenance 23% 43% 44% 

Athletic Fields 64% 14% 22% 
Buildings (Outdoor Maint.) 40% 30% 30% 

Buildings (Indoor Maint.) 54% 23% 23% 
Park Maintenance 48% 23% 29% 

School Maintenance 34% .08% 65.29% 
Turf Management 51% 39% 10% 
Tree Management 51% 43% 6% 

Street Maintenance 21% 34% 45% 
Snow Removal 39% .13% 60.87% 
Golf Course(s) .8% 8% 84% 

Military Installation 0 41% 59% 
Airport 3% 9% 88% 

Cemetery 19% 11% 70% 

government managers in particular. 
However, our respondents, on the 
average, managed 889 acres (a high of 
10,000 acres, a low of 3). An average of 
34 acres of that is devoted to athletic 

fields. (A few respondents 
n o t e d v o l u n t e e r h e l p 
played somewhat of a role 
in the maintenance of ath-
letic fields, but the majority 
were done by city and state 
crews as part of the regular 
maintenance schedule). 

Not 
Important 

scape crew of 11 (a high of 50, low of 1). 
Over the past two years the landscape 
crew size has pretty much stayed the 
same, although 20 percent said their 
crew had decreased (one by as much 
as 2/3) and only a few reported in-
creases. 

With the static crew size comes an 
increase in total acreage to be main-
tained. Results here varied greatly be-
cause of the scope of some state 

Intensive care 
Respondents were asked to 
rank by importance certain 
maintenance areas. Ath-
letic field maintenance, turf 
and tree management (tie) 
and indoor building main-
tenance ranked as "Very 
Important"; roadside main-
tenance and tree manage-
ment (tie), military installa-
tions, and turf management 
ranked in the top three as 
"Important"; and airports, 
c e m e t e r i e s and s c h o o l 
maintenance ranked in the 
top three as "Not Impor-
tant". (See Table 1) 

Plant and landscape in-
stal lat ion and tree trim-
ming are the jobs that get 
contracted out the most. 

Tree spraying, paving and asphalting, 
capital improvements and large tree 
fertilization and removal were also 
jobs most government landscape 
managers contracted out. 

The budget 
Survey results show January, March 
and February are the months in which 
most budget planning is done. 

About half of the respondents pre-





LIMIT h e l p s y o u c 
a n d r e - d e p l o 

LIMIT goes to work 
in the spring when 
you need help the most. 
Spring brings a flurry of activity to turf 
care. It's a time spent planting, re-seed-
ing, fertilizing, controlling weeds, raking, 
trimming, shaping, sodding, pruning and 
mowing... all at once. And if your opera-
tion depends upon summer help, it's too 
much, too soon. 

LIMIT™ turf regulator, new from 
Monsanto, can help you cut hours from 
time-consuming spring and early sum-
mer mowings when grass growth is most 
vigorous. Properly applied in the spring, 
LIMIT will reduce growth of cool-season 
grasses (Kentucky bluegrass, tall and fine 
fescue, perennial ryegrass) for up to six 
weeks allowing you to re-deploy labor 
and cut back on fuel and machinery. 

Its uses are numerous. LIMIT can be 
used on nonresidential sites such as 
cemeteries, parks, office and shopping 
centers, golf course roughs, industrial 
parks, institutional grounds, airports, 
and roadsides. 

LIMIT can save 
valuable time. 
LIMIT can be used in numerous ways to 
cut back on valuable labor hours.. .on 
broad expanses of low-traffic turf such 
as golf course roughs, campuses or 
institutional grounds and industrial 
parks as well as smaller, hard-to-mow 
areas where obstacles such as trees, 
shrubs or monuments are present. 

Regardless of the turf, reduced 
growth rate reduces the urgency to 
mow and frees-up labor to take care 
of the multitude of jobs required to 
maintain your grounds. 

LIMIT can help reduce 
the risks of mowing 
dangerous areas. 
High-grade slopes, ravines and hills pre-
sent tremendous mowing risks to both 
people and machinery. When you apply 
LIMIT to these difficult and dangerous 
areas you'll help cut these risks by reduc-
ing the need to mow. (And you can make 
these kinds of applications without fear 
of leaching.) You'll also save wear and tear 
on equipment and possible costly repairs 
that may occur from accidents. Not to 
mention the liabilities of personal injury. 



ut cutting, save labor 
r your work force. 

LIMIT is versatile and 
easy to use. 
Your options are open. LIMIT can be used 
with either water or fluid based fertilizers 
and in conjunction with commonly used 
turf herbicides. 

Your choice of application equipment is 
also flexible permitting you to use the 
best method to fit varying needs. In fact, 
you can apply LIMIT with standard equip-
ment used for other pesticides, including: 
multi-nozzle spray booms, single-nozzle 
Floodjets* orTeejets,* backpacks, hand-
pumps or wheel-pump sprayers. 

To apply LIMIT, you need no special skills 
or training. (Just follow standard proce-
dures and precautions as directed by the 
label.) Application can be overlapped 
without quality loss or uneven growth... 
which makes it easy to treat landscaped 
or irregular-shaped areas where overlap-
ping would be impossible to avoid. 
'Trademark of Spraying Systems Company. 

LIMIT is weatherproof. 
LIMIT goes to work as it is taken up by the 
plant's roots and moves upward in the 
plant to the growing points where it 
slows down the growth. No longer do 
you have to treat your turf with one eye 
on the clouds and an ear to the weather 
report. Moderate rainfall or sprinkling will 
actually enhance its performance. In fact, 
turf managers have applied LIMIT in mod-
erate rain and capitalized on wet spring 
weather to reduce turf growth later on 

Put LIMIT to work 
for you. 
LIMIT turf regulator can indeed cut labor 
hours from mowing, thereby cutting 
costs at the same time. And it allows turf 
managers to use their time more wisely 
towards other projects that are more 
timely and require greater care. But the 
best thing about LIMIT is that it works... 
and it works consistently. It's been 
proven in trial after trial. 

LIMIT. The latest in turf regulation fron 
Monsanto. It cuts the cutting and cuts 
the labor. What a great, workable, new 
idea...and it's all yours. For more infor-
mation, call your nearest distributor 
(listed on the back). 

Monsanto 



Where to get LIMIT 
C A D W E L L & JONES 
46 Adams Street 
Manchester, CT 06040 
(203) 643-0644 

CORNELL CHEMICAL 
& E Q U I P M E N T CO. 
712 Evelyne Avenue 
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090 
(301) 636-2400 

CORY ORCHARD 
425 S. Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46225 
(317) 634-7963 

CROWN CHEMICAL. INC. 
4015 Papin Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
(314) 533-0999 
Order #: 1-800-325-3316 

GEORGE W . HILL CO.. INC. 
8010 Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 787 
Florence, KY 41042 
(606) 371-8423 
Order #: 1-800-354-9712 

LESCO 
20005 Lake Road 
P.O. Box 1695 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
(216) 333-9250 
Order #: 1-800-321-5325 

T E S S M A N SEED A N D 
CHEMICAL CO. 
3660 Kennebec Drive 
Eagan, MN 55122 
(612) 452-4050 

KELLOGG. INC.-SEED A N D SUPPLIES 
322 E. Florida Street 
P.O. Box 684 
Milwaukee, Wl 53201 
(414) 276-0373 

See the label or use Guide for precautions in handling and applying LIMIT " Turf Regulator. 

LIMIT 
TURF REGULATOR 

D Monsanto 
Cuts cutting, saves labor 
Monsanto Agricultural Products Company 
St. LOUlS, Missouri 63167 
a unit of Monsanto Company 
Always read and follow the label directions for LIMIT v Turf Regulator. 
LIMIT™ is a trademark of Monsanto Company. 
© Monsanto Company 1984 



diet theirbudgets will stay thesame in 
1986, with 1/4 predicting an increase. 
Again, the 1985 budget amounts were 
scattered across the board; from a high 
of $8 million to a low of $1,500. About 
1/4 of that budget goes for roadside 
vegetation management and about 14 
percent is earmarked for tree mainte-
nance. 

Funding comes from a variety of 

The 1985 budget 
amounts were 
scattered across the 
board; from a high of 
$8 million to a low of 
$1,500. About 1/4 of 
that budget goes for 
roadside vegetation 
management. 

sources, but in a majority of cases 
from part of the city budget. In other 
cases, user fees, state agencies, special 
taxes, cemetery lot sales and inter-
ments, and gasoline taxes provide the 
funding. 

Chemicals, equipment 
A concern for proper chemical and 
pesticide use was apparent from 
many of the respondents. Says one, 
"We have to stop using as many and as 
much herbicides and insecticides and 
start finding safer and public sup-
ported alternatives." 

But another laments, "I was asked 
not to buy or apply fertilizer for the 
485-'86 fiscal year. We bought none in 
*84-'85 and our supply is almost gone. 
Our best turf areas are starting to look 
like our worst." 

Fertilizers top the list as the chemi-
cal used the most as a regular part of 
most landscape m a i n t e n a n c e pro-
grams. (In another WEEDS TREES & 
TURF survey of a larger reader base 
conducted by a national readership 
research firm, projections for a total 
expenditures in 1985 for dry-applied 
turf fertilizer will be $34,200,00; for 
l iquid-appl ied , $ 5 , 3 4 0 , 0 0 0 . ) Her-
bicides for turf weed control are sec-
ond, herbicides for total vegetation 
control are third. (Projected 1985 ex-
penditures for pre-emergence her-

What is your primary 
source of information 
for new seed 
varieties, chemicals 
and equipment? 

1 Trade Magazines 
2 Local Distributors 
3 Fellow Superintendents 

and Managers 
4 (A combination of the 

above 3) 

What types of jobs 
do you contract out? 

• Plant and landscape 
installation 

• Tree trimming 
• Tree spraying 
• Paving 

bicides are $7,210,000; for post-emer-
gents, $9,840,000.) Turf insecticides, 
t ree i n s e c t i c i d e s , wett ing agents , 
fungicides and growth regulators 
round out the list. (Projections for 
1985 expenditures in these areas are: 
turf insecticides, $3,710,000; tree in-
secticides, $5,580,000; wetting agents, 
$616,000; fungicides, $3,970,000; and 
growth regulators, $1,500,000). 

A majority of respondents recom-
mend, specify and purchase seed, 
chemicals and equipment. In only a 
few cases were the recommendation 
and specification responsibility left to 
someone else. 

In 86 percent of the cases, equip-
ment is purchased under bid. A little 
more than half the respondents pur-
chased their chemicals under bid. A 
handful made seed purchases under 
bid. 

Chain saws are the most common 
piece of equipment owned by the re-
spondents (91 percent), small push 
mowers and large riding mowers are 
the second most important pieces of 
machinery owned (87 percent) and 
dump trucks are owned by the depart-

ments of 78 percent of the respond-
ents. 

Other equipment includes: chemi-
cal spreaders (74 percent); tree or turf 
sprayers (70 percent); turf aerifiers or 
corers (60 percent); large walk-behind 
mowers (49 percent); wood chippers 
(38 percent); and trenchers (30 per-
cent). 

Chal lenges ahead 
It's not only the nuts and bolts of bud-
gets, equipment maintenance, chemi-
cal purchases, and work schedules 
that are vying for the where-with-all 
of government landscape managers. 
They also have to be molders of public 
opinion. 

One southeastern landscape man-
ager said, "One of our most important 
tasks is getting people to understand 
quali ty landscapes take t ime and 
money." 

Another concurs. "We have to edu-
cate the public about the long-term 
costs of landscape maintenance; spe-
cifically that landscapes are dynamic 
living systems which need constant 
care at a consistent level, plus peri-
odic upgrade if the landscape is to be 
kept in top condition." 

Government landscape managers 
have also set goals and challenges 
among their own ranks, acknowledg-
ing their own responsiblity to their 
profession. Says o n e , " W e have to 
keep ourselves aware of improved 
products suitable to be used around 

One of our most 
important tasks is 
getting people to 
understand quality 
landscapes take time 
and money." 

the public and wildlife, ie. protect the 
del icate balance of nature in the 
water, marsh and birdlife." 

And closer to home, many of the 
managers responding said improved 
employee relations and work atti-
tudes were a high priority. 

"We have to educate our younger 
people coming into the field better to 
give us a better image in the eyes of 
the public," responds one manager. 
"We as an industry have to take pride 
in our work and pride in our profes-
sion. It starts with us." WT&T 



A private organization joins hands with the City of New York to 
breath new life into Manhattan's green jewel. 

Central Park...0ne of a Kind 
Park maintenance problems! How 
about 14 million visitors a year? Or Miss 
Piggy doing $1,700 damage to the plant 
life during the filming of her celebrated 
Manhattan movie a while back? 

Central Park has problems that are 
either uniquely large, or just unique. 

Solutions to these problems are 
equally unusual, including the un-
likely marriage and cooperation of a 
public and a private agency. The pub-
lic NY Parks Department and the pri-
vate f o u r - y e a r - o l d C e n t r a l Park 
Conservancy have joined forces in the 
restoration of New York's 840-acre 
sanctuary. Central Park is being re-
turned to what the park's improbable 
creator Fredrick Law Olmsted (he had 
tried his hand at farming and publish-
ing, both unsuccess ful ly , prior to 
gaining fame) envisioned some 127 
years ago in his now-famous "Green-
sward" plan which resulted in the the 
first public park in the country. 

Olmsted wrote that he felt New 
Yorkers, even then with the city just 
370,000 strong, needed "a sense of en-
larged freedom," a place "to recreate 
the mind from urban oppression 
through the eye." 

A place apart and away from the 
h u s t l e of the c i ty . T h a t ' s what 
Olmsted sought; that's what he ac-
complished. 

That's what was almost lost. 

Stricter m a n a g e m e n t 
It's coming together n ice ly now, 
thanks to a rejuvenated NY Parks De-
partment, the Conservancy (which 
convinced prestigious foundations to 
support the Park like other NY trea-
sures) and young minds like Director 
of Horticulture Frank Serpe and his 
deputy John Hart, who this frigid 
winter day are mulling the liberties 
Miss Piggy (more accurately, her film 
crew) took with Central Park's turf 
and shrubs. 

by Ron Hall assistant editor 

"We're the ones that need the say 
over something l ike t h a t , " Serpe 
snaps as he eases the blue van up a 
snow-covered path in the Park. "It's 
up to us to say what we're going to 
allow to be done in the Park. And how 
it's going to be done." 

Serpe's stand reflects a tough new 

management and maintenance phi-
losophy in Central Park, based in part 
on economics. In four years the Con-
servancy has pumped more than $6 
million in private funds to help the 
Park r e c a p t u r e its 19th c e n t u r y 
charm. In 1984 the City spent $6.6 mil-
lion, the Conservancy added $1.2 mil 

The unmistakeable skyline of Manhattan's green jewel 


