


We offer you

a meaningful
relationship.

More than a casual acquaintance,
the DURSBAN* brand name means a lot
more to you than a highly effective line
of insecticides. There’s a wealth of effi-
cacy research showing top performance on
turf and ornamental pests. And toxicology
research which fully supports your continued
safe use. Because of this and your pro-
fessional use of the product, an excellent
safety record has been established for
DURSBAN.

But the real point is that there is plenty
of information available to help support
your business...whether it’s for selling,
training or problem-solving. And, Dow man-
power is available to you. So if you need to
call on us, you'll kKnow we mean it when we
say that we want to help you, and that we
have the materials and information needed
to provide that help.

We honor your needs when it comes
to insecticide products too. DURSBAN 2E

and 4E Insecticides, the industry standards,
and DURSBAN 50W Insecticide, the wettable
powder for treating turf, ornamentals and
trees. Because the solvent has been elim-
inated, DURSBAN 50W offers low phytotoxicity.
It is compatible with wettable powder
fungicides. And it offers extended residual
control...eight weeks and more.

We offer you the quality products to
support your professionalism. We promise
you sales literature and training to help
you improve your business. And we support
your industry associations with financial,
educational and research programs.

DURSBAN —More than a casual acquaint-
ance, the name means a lot more than just
a chemical in a can. Ask your Dow dis-
tributor about our "DURSBAN Delivers the
Goods” incentive program. Be sure to read
and follow all label directions and pre-
cautions. Agricultural Products Department,
Midland, Michigan 48640.

DURSBAN

A good partner.

Dow Chemical U.S.A.

*Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company.
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ABY VALVE The new con-
cept in brass valve design... e e
the ABY. Straight through : =3 e R
flow pattern results in minimal AR T c
friction (pressure) loss allow- .
ing for downsizing efficiency.
Sizes 4" through 2'.

ACTUATORS Valve actuators (adaptors) fea _
aligning swivel base, bellow-shaped diaph -
configuration. Your choice of all brass..‘ﬂh uc; brm
and plastic...the VAC; or all plastic...the PAC.

CONTROLLERS After

more than five years of in-
tensive in-the-field use, the
state of the art MC Series
Controllers are still the in- b
dustry standard. The four e
station to thirty-six station T S

.........

irrigation control systems

27940 Beale Court, Valencia, California 91355 - Phone: (805) 257-2333

Telex: 662600 INTROLMFG VALE
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Ourline
breaks down easily
Our tractors dont.

Outdoor jobs are as simple as mowing a lawn or clearing a driveway.

And as tough as grading a home site or digging a drainage ditch.

The only thing most commercial outdoor jobs have in common, in fact,
1s that John Deere has diesel utility tractors to handle them all.

A 2-cylinder, 14.5 PTO horsepower model. A 60 PTO horsepower,
4-cylinder model. And six sizes in between.

For mowing, loading, grading, backhoeing, whatever job you need to get
done, quickly and reliably:

As much as our tractor lineup varies in size, there are many similarities
you'll see on a closer look.

Like dependable sliding gear transmissions. Water-cooled diesel engines
designed for hour after hour of productive work. Safety and comfort features
that make long hours on the job easier for you.

Even our more than 50 capacity-matched attachments carry on the John
Deere reputation. And of course, you can rely on John Deere dealer service.

If you're in the market for a utility tractor your business can depend upon,
you need only see one company: John Deere.

For the name of the nearest dealer, or free
folders on our compact utility line, call 800-
447-9126 toll free (Illinois 800-322-6796)
or write John Deere, Dept. 67, Moline,
[llinois 61265.

John Deere utility tractors. As a
line, they hold together very well.

Individually, they hold together
even better. » 2
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NEWS/TRENDS

WT&T

by Bruce F. Shank, executive editor

Weather changes standards for

cold hardiness in Texas

Tip of the Month—Ft. Worth, TX, Plant Pro Rich Pluenneke has
reported plants currently rated to survive Texas winters are
suffering severe damage this winter.

Some zone 7 and 8 plants are having trouble with the
December low temperatures in the 20’s. Ligustrum and
oleander have been hit hard. “Losses were expected to reach 15
to 20 percent in December,” Pluenneke said. “Recent checks
indicate losses may go as high as 70 percent in Ft. Worth.”

Turf has also been hit. Pluenneke said ‘“Raleigh’ St.
Augustine appears winter-damaged in his area. “Raleigh” is a
variety developed in North Carolina to withstand colder winter
temperatures than other types of St. Augustine.

Although this winter may not be matched for years, Pluen-
neke thinks Texas landscape architects and contractors should
take note of the losses and reevaluate the problem plants for
their area.

Pinkus claims colleges care
more about grants than students

Outgoing Associated Landscape Contractors of America Presi-
dent Dave Pinkus blasted colleges for caring more about grants
than preparing students for the business world during a speech
at ALCA’s annual conference in Phoenix.

“Higher educational institutions are more interested in
research grants and protection of tenured faculty than they are
in producing marketable students,” exclaimed Pinkus. “Our
industry’s number one problem is finding qualified people.”

Pinkus outlined four areas where colleges fall short. Few
schools require business courses for landscape contracting stu-
dents, encourage students to gain industry exposure, have fac-
ulty with exposure to the landscape industry, and know
individual needs of the landscape market or students.

“You could say colleges are cheating the students, fired
Pinkus. ALCA is trying to help colleges to develop landscape
contracting curricula by visiting them and explaining the
needs of the market.

Changing technology creates
shortfall in new talent

If your son or daughter is wondering what career to pursue,
Dale E. Wolf thinks he or she should look into agricultural
technology.

Wolf is group vice president, agricultural chemicals for Du
Pont. “Technology is literally racing ahead in numerous fields
today,” Wolf points out. “We (agriculture) may be sidetracked
simply because we cannot organize and train the necessary
army of talented and highly trained scientists, technicians and
managers. Too few American students recognize there are doz-
ens of carreers in agriculture which will place them on the
leading edge of major scientific developments.”

STAFF

Executive Editor

Bruce F. Shank, Cleveland
Managing Editor

Maureen Hrehocik, Cleveland
Assistant Editor

Kevin Cooney, Cleveland
Publisher

Dick Gore, Atlanta

Senior Vice President
Tom Greney, Chicago
Group Publisher

Robert Earley, Cleveland
Production Manager
Kathy Judd, Duluth
Production Supervisor
Marilyn MacDonald, Duluth
Graphic Design

Beth Travis-Betts, Duluth
Circulation Manager
Kristine Bussell, Duluth
Directory Coordinator
Sheryl Albertson, Duluth
Reader Service Manager
Gail Kessler, Duluth
Promotion Manager

Linda Winick, Cleveland

OFFICES

ATLANTA

3091 Maple Drive

Maple Center One Building
Atlanta, GA 30305

(404) 233-1817

CLEVELAND

7500 Old Oak Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44130
Editorial: (216) 243-8100

CHICAGO

111 East Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 938-2344

SEATTLE

1333 N.W. Norcross
Seattle, WA 98177
(206) 363-2864

DULUTH

120 West Second Street
Duluth, MN 55802

(218) 727-8511

MARKETING

REPRESENTATIVES

Dick Gore

Atlanta (404) 233-1817
Ron Kempner

Atlanta (404) 233-1817
Joe Kosemga

Cleveland (216) 243-8100
Robert Mierow

Seattle: (206) 363-2864

WEEDS TREES & TURF/APRIL 1984




RONE
L \] DAL
2 5‘%}9 N C p V) GRASS.

¥
- L Ay

(LRI g E.

The overwhelming choice among America’s biggest Betasan is safe and effective on established blue-
lawn care companies is Betasan R%or crabgrass control. grass, fescue, bentgrass, Bermuda grass, annual and

In fact, in a survey of 75 of the largest companies, perennial rye, Zoysia, bahia, centipede and St.
Betasan 1s used by four out of five. Augustine.

It’s not hard to see why. Because year after year, » when the battle with crabgrass is your number
Betasan gives lawn care professionals better control one priority, use the number one crabgrass control.
of Sm()oti-I and Hairy Crabgrass, without a worry Betasan. The first choice on the home front.
about damaging existing turf. One application usually Always follow label directions carefully.
stops crabgrass cold, all year long. Stauffer Chemical Company, Agricul-

Betasan is easy to apply and available BE[ASAN R tural Chemical Division, Westport,
in liquid and granular formulations. Connecticut 06881.
NO.1 AGAINST CRABGRASS.

Stauffer
S
Circle No. 149 on Reader Inquiry Card




GREEN INDUSTRY NEWS

LAWNCARE

Chemical insanity defense flops in trial

A former lawn care company employee
who balanced a murder defense on
chemical intoxication was found guilty
in a Massachussets courtroom in Feb-
ruary in the garroting, bludgeoning
death of a 34-year-old woman.

David Garabedian, 23, in a prece-
dent-setting defense, alleged the chem-
icals he used as an employee at Old Fox
Lawn Care, induced temporary
insanity and caused him to strangle and
bludgeon to death Eileen Muldoon, a
Middlesex (Mass.) County woman.
Muldoon caught Garabedian urinating
in her yard while he was working in a
neighboring yard. In the ensuing argu-
ment, Garabedian allegedly strangled
and bludgeoned the woman with rocks
from a nearby wall.

It took 16 jurors seven hours to reach
the guilty verdict.

Industry reaction to the verdict has
been mixed. Most lawn care operators,
however, feel the whole incident was
over much too quickly to have formed
any kind of lasting public sentiment.

“It was a situation that could have
taken place in any industry or in any
business,” said Paul Bizon of Prograss,
Hubbard, OR. “It's unfortunate he
(Garabedian) hung it on the chemical
industry.”

John Kenney, owner of Turf Doctor
in Framingham, MA, and president of
the Professional Lawn Care Associa-
tion of America said, “If you let your
imagination go, you could easily
imagine any former employee who
ever got a hangnail suing you for
damages.”

The impact of the trial on the con-
victed man's former employer has
been ‘“minimal” according to Dr. J.
Wilkinson of Old Fox.

“We have not heard from any of
our customers in regard to the trial
whatsoever.”

However, some lawn care oper-
ators voiced concern that ramifica-
tions from the trial may come down
the road, such as around the routine
spraying time of insecticides.

Wilkinson voiced some of the same
sentiment.

“We don't know the impact it'll
have on potential future customers
who may never call because of the
trial.”

The controversial trial, did,
however, bring to the fore once again
a facet of the growing anti-pesticide
movement in the country; a facet that
has gained enough steam to be used as
a murder defense.

Said Terry Witt of Dow Chemical
USA, manufacturer of Dursban, the
chemical of record in the case: “We
were glad that the jury looked at the
scientific data rather than at the emo-
tional appeal which is attached to that
plea. Obviously, one of the real con-
cerns the industry faces is the anti-
pesticide movement afoot within the
country. One of our major challenges is
to figure out how to communicate with
the general public and translate some of
our technical information to a level that
people can comprehend.”

INDUSTRY

Amfac to drop hort operations

Saying their horticulture businesses
are not “conducive to effective corpo-
rate management,” Amfac President
and Chief Executive Officer Myron
Du Bain has announced plans to
divest those operations from the com-
pany as part of long-range restructur-
ing plan.

The plan, designed to focus the
firm’s resources on high-margin and
growth businesses, will divest Amfac
of $177 million in assets that lost $48
million last year, Du Bain said. A $15
million after-tax reserve has been
taken against Horticulture Group
businesses, as well as $10 million
against their west coast'retail opera-
tions, Liberty House of California.

“Horticulture has proven to be, for
Amfac, a series of small businesses
which we do not believe to be condu-
cive to effective corporate manage-
ment,” Du Bain said. “The nurseries
segment of our business has been our
biggest horticulture problem over the
past two years, due principally to
lengthy growing cycles and depressed
housing starts during the 1981-83 time
period.”

John Mendez, executive vice presi-
dent of Amfac’s Horticulture Group,
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said five seperate business entities are
involved in the divestiture: Cal-Turf
sod producers (three locations), Jenco
wholesale nurseries (four locations),
three container nurseries, Garden
Perry’s (three locations) and two mail
order operations—Gurney Seed and
Henry Field.

Of the horticulture and retail oper-
ations, Du Bain said, “While these
activities do not fit our growth plans,
we and our investment bankers
believe that they are attractive and
desirable to others in their respective
industries.”

COVER STORY

National Arbor Day

finally nears reality

After 40 years of trying, the Commit-
tee for National Arbor Day may be
near their goal, to have the last Friday
in April proclaimed Arbor Day across
the country.

Today, 24 states have legislation
recognizing trees on various days
from February through May. The

Committee believes the impact of a
national day of recognition, the same
day each year in every state, would be
much greater. To this end, they have
received support from more than 90
U.S. congressmen for the National
Arbor Day Bill, H.J. Res. #71.

Harry J. Banker, national chairman
of the Committee, believes passage of
this bill is nearing reality and calls for
all organizations and individuals in
the landscape industries to ask their
senators and representatives to sup-
port the legislation. Banker and many
state Arbor Day chairman have per-
sistently sought a national holiday for
years. The idea was created in the
early ‘40’s by Clevelander Edward
Scanlon.

Banker feels a national day is
needed to counteract a relentless
decrease in tree population caused by
increasing maintenance costs and
reduced planting space for trees. “‘Our
large elms and soft maples cost many
dollars to prune, spray and fertilize,”
Banker states.

These trees are not being replaced
with lower maintenance trees as they
are lost to insects, disease and
weather damage. Arbor Day legisla-
tion would help in both planting and
replacement of urban trees, Banker
and his group of volunteers believe.




YAZOO HYDRO RIDER

Makes mowing a one-pedal operation.

A single foot pedal controls hydraulic shifting and

\ acceleration. Shift from full forward speed to full
reverse smoothly with the Yazoo Hydro Rider. The
smooth, hydraulic action gives you a range of
infinitely variable speeds.

The floating cutter deck follows ground contours for
smooth, even cutting. It raises and lowers hydraulically
too. Because the blades are out front, you cut right up
to the water's edge without bogging down; under
branches and shrubs; under and close to fences; and
it turns so tight around poles, there's little need for
follow-up trimming.

Try out the Yazoo Hydro
Rider at your Yazoo
dealer now. Even if you
won't be operating it,
you'll want to take the
controls of the mowing
machine your crew won't
want to turn loose.

é

Yazoo Manufacturing Company/P.O. Box 4449/3650 Bay Street/Jackson, Mississippi 39216/Phone (601) 366-6421 /Telex 504-150

Quality commercial mowers since 1945.

DISTRIBUTORS
ALABAMA/GEORGIA EASTERN AND CENTRAL KENTUCKY. CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, MARYLAND FLORIDA. PUERTO RICO, BAHAMAS
AUTO ELECTRIC AND OHIO NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, RHODE YAZOO OF FLORIDA
CARBURETOR, INC. MID-EAST POWER EQUIPMENT ISLAND AND BERMUDA 3440 Edgewater Drive/P.O. Box 7516
2625 South 4th Avenue COMPANY JOHN REINER CO., INC. Orlando, Florida 32854
P.O. Box 2246 P.O. Box 658 145 Commerce Road/Carlstadt. NJ 07072 (305) 843-1093/Attn: W.W. Baxter
(82'(’)?;’1‘192?’7“1 1‘3'?«!,81)’8?;95222‘099 (Lsegenr;%tso; Kentucky 40586 (201) 460-9444 / Attn° George Gale ARKANSAS. LOUISIANA. MISSISSIPPI
Attn: Geor: Rl 088 MAINE, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW TENNESSEE

uetieed Kentuoky (800) 4329523 HAMPSHIRE AND VERMONT YAZOO MFG. CO.. INC

Ohio & Tennessee (800) 354-9565 oyt~ 4
CANADA Attn’ John Spence DIESEL ENGINE SALES 3650 Bay Street/P. O. Box 4449
BROUWER TURF EQUIPMENT, LTD. 199 Turnpike St./Stoughton, MA 02072 Jackson, Mississippi 39216
Woodbine Avenue NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH (617)341-1760 (601) 366-6421/Attn: Howard Day
A e A OND SOUTHERN ILLINOIS, INDIANA ALASKA, ARIZONA. CALIFORNIA
PORTER BROTHERS. INC WESTERN KENTUCKY, MISSOURI COLORADO. HAWAII, IDAHO

NORTHERN TWO-THIRDS OF 1005 East Dixon Blvd » r AND MICHIGAN KANSAS, MONTANA, NEVADA
ILLINOIS, IOWA, MINNESOTA Shelby. N.C. 28150 TRI-STATE EQUIPMENT COMPANY NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA,
NEBRASKA. NORTH DAKOTA {704) 482.3424/Attn: Chuck Bolt 345 Leitchfield Road OREGON, TEXAS, UTAH
SOUTH DAKOTA AND WISCONSIN o Owensboro, Kentucky 42301 WASHINGTON AND WYOMING
CENTRAL DISTRIBUTING COMPANY NEW YORK (800) 626-8444/Attn: Jim Hargan YAZOO OF TEXAS
Route 45-54-24 East JOHN REINER CO., INC. 1409 Telephone Road
Gilman, lllinois 60938 946 Spencer St./Syracuse, NY 13208 P O. Box 18677
(800) 435-0949/llinois (800) 892-0929 (315) 474-5741 Houston, Texas 77223
Attn: Marion Roberts or Gerald Kreeb (713) 923-5979/Attn: Gene Branch
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