


Dursban can make 
call-backs 

a thing of the past. 
There's a phone call you shouldn't 

have to take ever again. The one that calls 
you back to redo a lawn or turf job. The 
one that costs you dearly in labor, t ime 
and gasoline. Mot to ment ion the highest 
cost of all — the unhappy customer. 

You can put all that behind you by using 
DURSBAN* insecticides. Because once you 
use DURSBAN you can be sure you're 
getting up to eight weeks of tough, broad 
spectrum insect control. 

You can count on DURSBAN 2E and 
4E liquids or new 50W wettable powder to 
knock out the toughest and most persistent 
outdoor insects. DURSBAN gets them all., 
sod webworms, armyworms, chiggers, chinch 
bugs, clover mites, crickets, ants, grass-
hoppers, mosquitoes, grubs, turfgrass 
weevils, bi l lbugs and more — t h e first t ime 

around. It's hard to find an insect that 
DURSBAN insecticide won't control. 

Unlike slower acting insecticides, 
DURSBAN goes to work as soon as applied 
...spring, summer or fall. And for as little 
as $3.50 per 10,000 square feet of lawn 
or turf, it's a lot cheaper than the cost 
of call-backs. 

With DURSBAN insecticide on the job, 
more of your calls will be for repeat and 
new business. While call-backs become a 
dusty memory. 

Give your Dow distr ibutor a call for 
DURSBAN insecticide. Also ask about the 
"DURSBAN delivers the goods" incentive 
program. Be sure to read and follow all 
label directions and precautions. Agri-
cultural Products Department, Midland, 
Michigan 48640. 

DURSBAN 
Does it right the first time. 

* 

Dow Chemical U.S.A. 
•Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company 

3918 



Cover: Efficiency is the 
driving force behind new 
products for 1984. Shown 
are Ryan's Ride-Aire, 
(acobsen's walk-behind 
rotary, Toro's 
Groundsmaster, and 
Mobay's Oftanol. DECEMBER 1983/VOLUME 22, NUMBER 12 

DEPARTMENTS 

More maneuverable mowers, see 
page 25. 

Getting nutrients to tree roots, see 
page 32. 

32 
Fertilizer Guide: 
Part 3, Trees & Shrubs 
In this third and final section, 
Davey Tree Expert Company's 

Outlook 
Green Industry News 
Golf Update 
Landscape Update . 
Government Update 
Problem Solver . . . . 
Jobtalk 
Events 
Products 
Classifieds 
Advertiser Index . . 

Certain trees do well by water, see 
page 22. 

22 
Plants Adapted to 
Watersides Ease Care 
Douglas Pullman of Dow 
Gardens evaluates plants for 
success along lakes, streams, and 
ponds. Why manage a plant 
which is not suited to waterside 
conditions when many plants 
are? 

25 
New Product Roundup: 
Emphasis on Efficiency 
If you still are using belly 
mowers on tractors, trim mowers 
to do medium-sized lawns, or 
small, slow aerifiers, your work 
is not as efficient as it can be. 
Manufacturers have given the 
professional landscape market a 
new look and have started 
making more efficient equipment 
for 1984. 

Funk and Rathjens outline the 
fertilizer needs of trees and 
shrubs and the practical methods 
to meet them. Determining 
fertilizer needs for an area rather 
than for each tree is helpful to 
commercial applicators. 

41 
1983 Index of 
Articles and Authors 
We want you to save your back 
issues and also save you the 
trouble of paging through them 
each time you are looking for a 
specific article or author. Each 
year we provide an index like 
this to make your research work 
easier. Make sure your library 
includes the December index of 
articles and authors. 
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S, 1985 EZ-GO Div»s»on of Textron 

GOLF COURSES, PARKS, 
CEMETERIES, AND CAMPUSES. 
ALL PROVING GROUNDS FOR 

THE GT-7 TURF TRUCK. 
Whether you're hauling, 
aereating, seeding, top 
dressing, or spraying, the 
GT-7 is fully equipped to 
handle the job. That's 
because E-Z-GO has been 
constantly changing, 
improving and upgrading 
the GT-7 until it literally 
suits any of your grounds 
maintenance functions. 

E-Z-GO, the world's 
largest manufacturer of 
golf cars and utility vehicles, 
is backed by Textron, Inc., a 
major multi-industry manu-
facturing company. 

The sheer number of 
service personnel in the 
field insures that users of 
E-Z-GO products get the 
service they need, when 

they need it. 
Aside from giving you 

steel's strong durability, 
and a 1500 pound payload 
capacity, the heavy-duty 
GT-7 is an all purpose turf 
truck with a number of 
accessories and options. 

For the name of your 
nearest distributor and 
information on the GT-7 or 
any other E-Z-GO vehicle, 
write or call: 

E-Z-GO 
TEXTRON 

P.O. Box 388, Marvin-Griffin Road 
Augusta, Georgia 30913-2699 
(404) 798-4311 



pWiW úmmil 
The grass along the fence in the photo at left was killed 
with a fast-acting systemic post-emergent herbicide. 
Obviously, no professional groundskeeper could abide 
this ugly mess, so the dead vegetation has to be removed 
with expensive hand labor. The systemic product is recom-
mended for lawn renovation so, naturally, vegetation will 

grow back as new seeds germinate, resulting inan endless 
cycle of retreatment, ugly dead vegetation and more hand 
labor. Clean up a fence line with Dyclomec and vegetation 
will never again be a problem, because an annual pre-
emergent application of Dyclomec will form a vapor barrier 
and keep the area absolutely clean. 

Dyclomec turns Problem 
Areas into Beauty Spots 
... and the vapor barrier 
eliminates repeated investment 
of hand labor to clean out 
dead vegetation. 

Dyclomec is surely the most 
efficient herbicide that has ever 
been offered to professional 
landscapers. In fact, it is called 
the landscaping herbicide. 

Now, at last, the grounds-
keeper can easily and econom-
ically achieve that manicured 
look, which consists of contrast. 
Of sharply defined areas where 
immaculate turf is contrasted 
with areas of beautiful, naked 
earth. Where ornamentals grow 
in an area of beds that are free of 
any distracting growth. 

Until the advent of Dyclomec, 
such pristine landscaping could 
only be achieved with repeated 
investments of hand labor to 
clean out dead vegetation re-
sulting from an endless cycle of 

regrowth and retreatment with a 
systemic herbicide. 

But once an area has been 
cleaned up with Dyc lomec, 
hand labor to remove dead veg-
etat ion wil l never again be 
necessary because an annual 
application of Dyclomec will 
keep the area absolutely clean. 
How is this possible? 

On the page at the right are 
step-by-step i l lustrat ions of 
how Dyclomec works. Under-
standing its principle will help 
you discover the many labor-
sav ing, money -sav ing ways 
it can help you in landscape 
maintenance. 

We urge you to read it care-
fully and call us toll free if you 
have any questions. 

Dyclomec Applicator for 
Uniform Distribution 

Because proper distribution of Dyclomec 
is important, this patented Acme Spred-
Rite^ G Spreader is the ideal tool. Gran-
ules are gravity-fed through deflector 
spikes that give a uniform pattern. Hold 
the head high for a wide swath; lower for a 
narrow swath; remove it for the finest line 
of control. Regulate flow with interchange-
able orifice disks. Spreads any granular 
material. Lightweight. No moving parts. 



Dyclomec with its pre-emergent and post-
emergent action is ideal for vegetation 
control in mulch, or bark around roses 
and ornamentals, or in flagstone and 

gravel walkways. It works its way down to 
the ground and forms a vapor barrier which 
provides season-long weed control and 
maximum safety to desirable plants. 

How Dyclomec controls weeds without harming ornamentals: 

1. Dyclomec is a 2.6-dichlorobenzonitrile. 
commonly known as Dichlobenil. This 
unique herbicide goes directly to a 
vapor stage without going through a 
liquid stage. It is activated by 
temperature and soil moisture. 

2. This remarkable herbicidal compound ot 
razor-thin crystals is uniquely processed 
by PBI/Gordon to make a precise 
granule. 

5. In this vapor barrier no plant cell 
division can occur. Seeds trying to 
germinate in the barrier will die. Sprouts 
below this zone will be killed as they try 
to penetrate the barrier. 

. Existing vegetation such as shallow-
rooted grasses and annual weeds having 
root structures in this barrier will 
likewise be affected and die after two to 
three weeks. 

3. Granules are spread on soil surface. 
Moisture carries the Dyclomec crystals 
into the upper layer of soil. Because of 
adsorption by soil particles, lateral 
movement is minimal. 

7. Certain perennial weeds coming out of 
dormancy and attempting new growth 
within the Dyclomec barrier will run into 
the same dead end: they will be killed 
by the vapor. 

. Temperature and soil moisture activate 
the Dyclomec crystals and they begin 
to radiate a herbicidal barrier. This 
continues for an entire growing season, 
and the spent crystals disappear, leavfng 
no residue. 

8. Dyclomec. when used as directed, does 
not affect woody ornamentals, shrubs 
and trees that have deep roots 
extending well below the herbicidal 
vapor zone. 

Now available in both 50 and 25 lb. bags. 

GORDON'S 
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS 

pbi /GORclon 
c o n p o n a t i o n 

/ 1 2 1 7 W E S T 12TM S T R E E T 
P O BOX 4 0 3 0 
K A N S A S C I T Y M I S S O U R I S 4 1 0 1 
1 1 6 / 4 2 1 - 4 0 7 0 

c PBI/GORDON CORPORATION. 1983 

Dyclomec 50-lb bag not available in Washington. Oregon. Idaho 
Neither size is available in California 

Call Gordon's 
Technical Service Department 

If you haveany questionsabout whereand 
how to use Dyclomec. we invite you tocall 
us. Our technical people have a combined 
experience of 95 years in working with the 
Dyclomec chemical. 

TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7925 
In Missouri 1-800-892-7281 

DYCLOMEC TM 

575-R LANDSCAPING HERBICIDE 



By Bruce F. Shank, executive editor 

Who'll be number two and three 
in the lawn care industry? 
If Mark Parr is right, two more 
$100 million plus lawn care com-
panies are going to pop up in the 
next few months or years. 

Parr, a market analyst for Rou-
lston Co., of Cleveland, says every 
established market has at least 
three major companies and the 
lawn care market lacks two. His 
job is to investigate companies in Bruce shank 

markets to determine their potential for investors. He has stud-
ied ChemLawn and the lawn care market for more than a year. 

Few companies are close to ChemLawn's $150 million plus in 
lawn care services. Orkin, a division of Rollins, is in the big 
leagues if you combine pest control with lawn care. There are 
perhaps ten other companies doing between $10 and $30 mil-
lion in lawn care on a regional basis; including Tru Green, 
Evergreen, Lawn Doctor, Davey and others. 

Parr described how numbers two and three can be created. 
One way is large regionals combining under a holding com-
pany. They maintain their individual identity but gain the 

advantages of being larger. The 
buying power of large companies 
is beginning to entice manufac-
turers into selling direct, as they 
often do to the government. 

Another way is investor groups, 
foreign or domestic, buying out 
existing lawn care companies. 
Such groups are actively studying 
the industry. They have enough 
faith in the lawn care market to 

invest millions long term. Meanwhile, owners of lawn care 
companies established in the 60's and 70's may be interested in 
cashing in. 

Finally, Parr thinks privately-held lawn care companies may 
decide to go public to generate cash for expansion or to increase 
the value of their stock. He says this option is often overlooked. 

By this time next year there may be two or more lawn care 
companies in the $100 million bracket. WTT 
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The plot thickens 

Ransomes Bob Cat offers you walk-
behind performance in 3-D. With the 32", 
36 or 48 intermediates. All three 
available with optional riding sulky or 
grass catcher. So no matter what twist 
your plot takes, the Ransomes Bob Cat 
intermediates will lead you to a happy 
ending. 

See your Ransomes Bob Cat 
distributor or call Ransomes, Inc., One 
Bob Cat Lane. Johnson Creek, Wl 53038, 
(414) 699-2000. 

RANSOMES 

The grass machine 
Circle No 206 on Reader Inquiry Card 



REGULATIONS 

Pesticide fight approaches boiling point 
After ten years of regulation under 
the Federal Insecticide Fungicide 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), pesticide 
manufacturers and users seem more 
involved in legal disputes than at any 
other time in the history of the Act. 

Hearings on extension and amend-
ment of FIFRA in Washington, D.C., 
new state laws on pesticide use, and a 
Supreme Court case to determine 
compensation to Monsanto for use of 
its glyphosate data by competitors all 
have associations preparing defenses. 

Green Industry organizations are 
reacting quickly and professionally. 
You expect the National Agricultural 
Chemicals Association (NACA) to 
respond with "bigguns", but today we 
are seeing very organized defenses 
being developed by the National 
Arborists Association (NAA) and the 
Professional Lawn Care Association 

of American (PLCAA) because they 
have combined their muscle in a 
group now known as the Pesticide 
Public Policy Foundation (PPPF). 
This new group has contracted a paid 
staff and applied to be incorporated as 
a non-profit foundation through a 
Washington, D.C. law firm. It has 
already received pledges of $50,000 
and expects the 2,4-D Coalition to 
merge with it soon. NAA has asked 
members to donate .5 percent of their 
chemical sales to the group. 

The American Association of Nur-
serymen keeps close watch on legisla-
t ive a c t i v i t i e s , but is c u r r e n t l y 
adjusting to the retirement of its lob-
byist Leo Donahue. The Golf Course 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s A s s o c i a t i o n of 
America is reviewing its involvement 
in governmental affairs under new 
Executive Director John Schilling. 

During recent hearings by a House 
Subcommittee considering amend-
ments to FIFRA, NAA Executive Vice 
President Robert Felix testified along 
with representatives of the National 
Wildlife Federation, the National 
Audubon Society,and NACA. 

PPPF is establishing a group of lis-
tening posts to alert the organization 
of local or state legislation to defend 
the industry against anti-pesticide 
legislation, such as recently passed in 
Wauconda, IL. 

The facts that EPA has a new 
administrator which environmental 
groups are lobbying hard, that FIFRA 
is up for extension, and that there is 
considerably more anti-pesticide leg-
islation activity at the state and local 
level, all indicate an organized indus-
try defense is needed more today than 
at any time since the law was passed. 

PGMS seeks full-time 
executive director 
The Professional Grounds Manage-
ment Society has begun a search for a 
full-time executive director, replac-
ing its current part-time director. 

Allan Shulder, grounds supervisor 
at the Greater Baltimore Medical Cen-

ter for the past 18 years, has been the 
executive director of the 1,100-mem-
ber organization on a part-time basis 
for the past six years. 

The move to a full-time director 
was decided at a board meeting at the 
group's 71st annual conference in Cin-
cinnati. Mort Rolsky, PGMS trea-
surer, told WEEDS TREES & TURF, 
"The board decided that in order to 

promote the organization properly, 
we needed someone w h o could 
devote time to it during the normal 
work day, when most (business) peo-
ple are in and our members are out 
working." 

Rolsky said qualifications for the 
new director will be in the public rela-
tions, marketing field, a recent college 
graduate or an assistant to a pr /mar -
keting director. The search commit-
tee would like to be interviewing 
candidates by April. 

SEED UPDATE 

Bentgrass harvest 
wrecked by rain 
This s u m m e r it looked like the 
bentgrass seed harvest would survive 
the rain damage experienced with the 
fescue and ryegrass crops. The rain 
had stopped and it looked like the 
bentgrasses, the last seed crop to be 
harvested in summer, would escape 
damage in the fields. 

But, the rain started falling again 
and Penncross and Penneagle crops 
are now reported to be only 30 percent 
of last year's crop. That means less 
seed and higher prices. 

Tom Stanley of Turf-Seed Inc., of 
Hubbard, OR, said the bentgrass crop 
"was a disaster". Tee-2-Green Corp, 
also of Hubbard, represents growers 
of Penncross and Penneagle. 

Drs. Paul Rieke and Bruce Branham of the Michigan State University Crop 
and Soil Sciences Faculty and Michigan Turfgrass Foundation Board mem-
bers Ed Dejong, John Read, Jerry Gill and Robert Hope inspect a portion of 
the turf care equipment recently presented to the foundation for use by 
MSU. The equipment is on loan to the university through a unique program 
sponsored by OMC-Lincoln, makers of Cushman and Ryan Turf care equip-
ment, in cooperation with Spartan Distributors of Sparta, MI. 
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READER SERVICE INFORMATION CARD 12/83 
For more informat ion on products or services ment ioned in this issue, circle the corresponding 
numbers below, fill in appropr iate information and mail today. 
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MY P R I M A R Y B U S I N E S S AT THIS L O C A T I O N IS: 
(PLEASE C H E C K O N E O N L Y IN E ITHER A, B O R C) 

A. L A N D S C A P I N G GROUND C A R E AT ONE OF T H E FOLLOWING 
T Y P E S OF FACIL IT IES : 

B. C O N T R A C T O R S S E R V I C E COMPANIES C O N S U L T A N T S : 

0105 
0110 
0125 
0135 

0005 
0010 
0015 
0020 
0025 
0030 
0045 
0050 0060 
0065 
0070 

JGolf courses 
Sport complexes 
Partes 
Rights-of-way maintenance for highways, railroads & utilities 
Schools, colleges & universités 
Industrial & office parks plants 
Condominiums apartments housing developments hotels resorts 
Cemeteries memorial gardens 
Military installations & prisons 
Airports 
Multiple government municipal facilities 
Other type of facility (please specify) 

Landscape contractors (installation & maintenance) 
!Lawn care service companies 
Landscape architects 
Extension agents consultants for horticulture 
Other contractor or service 
(please specify) 

C. S U P P L I E R S : 

0205 )Sod growers 
0210 Dealers. Distributors 

Other supplier (please specify) 

Approximately how many acres of vegetation do you maintain or manage7 

I WISH TO RECEIVE (CONTINUE RECEIVING) WEEDS, 

S I G N A T U R E 

Y O U R N A M E 

B U S I N E S S N A M E 

CITY 

What is your title? (please specify) 

TREES & TURF EACH MONTH DYES [UNO 

D A T E 

. S T A T E . - Z I P -

- B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S . 

T E L E P H O N E _ J _ 
AREA C O D E 
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