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Washington 
Kent ( 2 0 6 ) 8 7 2 - 5 0 0 0 
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Pasco ( 5 0 9 ) 5 4 5 - 8 4 0 1 
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E u g e n e ( 5 0 3 ) 3 4 2 - 5 5 4 4 

Cal i fornia 
S a n J o s e ( 4 0 8 ) 2 6 3 - 9 9 0 0 
S a c r a m e n t o ( 9 1 6 ) 3 7 1 - 7 6 0 0 
F r e s n o ( 2 0 9 ) 4 8 6 - 1 2 2 1 
Los Angeles ( 2 1 3 ) 2 6 5 - 8 4 9 2 
S a n Diego ( 7 1 4 ) 2 6 2 - 0 7 1 1 

Hawaii 
Honolulu ( 8 0 8 ) 8 3 6 - 1 3 6 1 

Idaho 
B o i s e ( 2 0 8 ) 3 7 6 - 3 9 2 2 

M o n t a n a 
Bill ings ( 4 0 6 ) 2 5 2 - 6 6 5 1 

Nevada 
L a s Vegas ( 7 0 2 ) 7 3 6 - 7 0 6 6 

U t a h 
Salt L a k e City ( 8 0 1 ) 3 2 8 - 1 1 1 2 

C o l o r a d o 
Denver ( 3 0 3 ) 3 8 8 - 5 6 5 1 

Arizona 
Phoenix ( 6 0 2 ) 2 7 2 - 3 2 7 2 
TUcson ( 6 0 2 ) 7 4 7 - 8 7 1 7 

New M e x i c o 
A l b u q u e r q u e ( 5 0 5 ) 8 4 2 - 6 3 0 3 

Tfexas 
Dallas ( 2 1 4 ) 2 3 9 - 9 1 1 1 
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H o u s t o n ( 7 1 3 ) 6 8 3 - 8 3 7 1 
El Paso (915) 7 8 8 - 4 2 2 5 
B e a u m o n t (713) 8 3 5 - 3 4 2 6 
C o r p u s Christ i (512) 8 8 8 - 6 5 4 3 
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Van Waters and Rogers handles a complete line of insecti-
cides, herbicides, and fungicides for your turf grass needs. 



Massey Loader Leaders 
do it with rear-mounted 
precision. 

Real efficiency with rear-mounted 
blades, box scrapers or 
scarifiers requires superior 
maneuverability and precision 
control. And that's what you get 
with a Loader Leader. 

In fact, Massey-Ferguson tractor 
loaders make a lot of sense 
because they offer time and 
work-saving innovations at both 
ends. Along with the scarifier/ 
scraper, there's also a fast-
cycling loader bucket. So, you 



can load, backfill, scarify, scrape 
and level with one MF machine. 

MF tractor loaders are equipped 
with all the features you need 
to help keep your operation 
profitable. There's MF Instant 

MF TRACTOR LOADERS — BASIC SPECIFICATIONS 
MF20C MF30B MF40B MF50C 

Net F.W. HP 45 45 54 62 
Loader Cap. Yd.3 5/e V4 % 1 
Lift Cap. Lb. 2800 3300 3300 4700 

Reverse transmission, Ferguson 
set-and-forget draft control and 
tight-turning hydrostatic power 
steering for precision land-
scaping, even in close quarters. 
And all Loader Leaders offer 
economical Perkins diesel 

engines, heavy-
duty front axles, 
single lever 
loader control, 
and hard-nose 
construction. 

Stop in and check out one of 
the four Loader Leader models 
at your Massey dealer. Massey-
Ferguson Inc., Des Moines, 
Iowa 50315. 
Massey Makes Sense 

MP 
Massey Ferguson 



SIX FIRMS CAPTURE AWARDS FOR 
RESIDENTIAL DESIGNS IN 1981 
By John Kerr, Associate Editor 

As sophistication and diversity of landscape de-
sign grow, homeowners seek quality scenery 
around their home. Rising property values and 
construction costs make the cost of quality land-
scapes a value in relation to the total cost of home 
ownership. Although aware of this value, 
homeowners often don't realize the challenge 
integrating modern styles with natural sur-
roundings. 

This year's residential landscape design award 
winners show that designers have kept pace with 
modern styles and demands of homeowners 
while respecting the environment. Some of the 
conversion jobs are barely recognizable through 
before and after pictures. Landscapes of new 
homes exemplify the skill in relating plant mate-
rials and structures to the appearance of modern 
construction. 

Amidst the demands from homeowners arise 
limits on spending. Residential landscapes 
frequently exceed $5,000 and construction mate-
rials are not getting cheaper. Factoring cost into 
the landscape means judicious selection of 
plants for beauty and low maintenance. 

What follows demonstrates the challenges and 
solutions residential landscape designers found 
for their award-winning projects. The National 
Landscape Association awarded six residential 
designs for top work in the field of residential 
landscaping at this year's Landscape/Garden 
Center Management Clinic in Louisville. One of 
these winners also grabbed the grand award for 
residential landscaping contracting given by the 
Associated Landscape Contractors of America at 
their annual meeting in New Orleans. 

Ster l ing Landscape Company, Boise, ID 
Site: Boise, Idaho 
Award: Single Family Residence 

The owners of this long piece of property en-
tertain heavily and needed a parking space and 
an attractive outdoor-indoor relationship for 
their guests. They also wanted privacy from their 
neighbors and the traffic of a country road while 
maintaining a panoramic vista of the Boise 
mountain range. 

Sterling built up and established a back yard 
with fill and topsoil. An area for entertainment 
was designed and constructed along with a 
smaller patio area and a patio outside the master 
bedroom. By use of paths that were heavily sur-
rounded with plants, the designer created small 
areas for different purposes. "Compartmentali-
zation of all the spaces made it exciting," says 
John Sterling. "People experienced different 
spaces like they were walking into rooms." 

Sterling — Compartmentalization makes this Boise residence 
an entertaining setting. 

To show a long look from the front of the house, 
both sides of the entry drive were planted with 
matching trees, such as Bradford pear, ever-
greens, and pines touched off with flowering 
trees, including Eastern Redbud and Washing-
ton Hawthorn for lots of color. 

The designer grouped Redtwig Dogwood and 
Shoebutton Spirea coming out of Buffalo Juniper. 
He planted masses of day lillies and malcomia. 
In the back, flowering almond (3 to 4 feet) were 
placed along with Japanese Maple and Lodge-
pole Pine. 

Bowmanite treatment of concrete surfaces ex-
tends all the way around the entry drive and ap-
proach to the front door. All the surfaces were ac-
cented with this. The stone used for the land-
scape was the same as that used for the home and 
helps unify the structure. Attractive pillars shed 
light onto the driveway. The heavy chain 
downspouts manipulate surface runoff in an im-
aginative way. 

This site also won an award of distinction from 
ALCA for residential design and an award from 
the American Institute of Architects. 

Steven Dubner Landscaping, Dix Hills, NY 
Site: Dix Hil ls, New York 
Award: Act ive Use Area 

A steep incline in the back that sloped into the 
surrounding woodland made building an expan-
sive entertainment and pool complex on this site 
a difficult task. Dubner did all the masonry, car-
pentry, and landscaping to design a multi-level 
area with decks. It was necessary to sculpture the 
land and recontour the whole property. The pool 
was built on one level and a cantilevered deck at 
the deep end of the pool provided a view of the 
surrounding area. 



Dubner — Steep lot presented challenges of a pool and low 
maintenance material. 

The interior of the house is very contemporary 
and the design of the landscape had to fit this. All 
the natural tones of the floor and inside of the 
house were matched through brick pavers and 
wood decking outside. 

To keep the site low maintenance, Dubner 
used lots of ground covers, mulching agents, and 
hardy plant materials native to this Long Island 
setting. He also analyzed location of all the ex-
isting trees on the site so when he created the 
multi levels he could preserve as many trees as 
possible. 

The judges of this project said the interlocking 
squares and rectangles of the decked and paved 
surfaces create a simple elegance in the project 
that handily accommodates and invites the flow 
of activity from the house down to the pool. The 
birches at the top and bottom of the steps are 
valuable as specimen plantings and for their 
function as pivots for the turns required by the 
steps. 

"We ended with a contemporary entertaining 
area with a natural area surrounding it," says 
Dubner. "The key was we transferred difficult 
terrain to something that's aesthetic and func-
tional." This project also won ALCA's grand 
award for residential landscaping contracting. 

Vista Landscaping, Inc. Orlando, FL 
Site: Orlando, Florida 
Award: Passive Use Area 

The middle-aged couple in this older neigh-
borhood of Orlando are private people and like 
to entertain. They desired an enlarged patio and 
development of a back yard for viewing and en-
tertaining. 

This site is a good example of the introduction 
of new materials into an established surround-

Vista — New touches for an older site gives larger appear-
ance. 

ing. Wayne Hardy, who was in charge of the proj -
ect, enlarged the patio with old bricks as pavers; 
added a wood trellis to the patio which enhances 
the natural feel of the area; and put in wood 
fencing for additional privacy. The tones in the 
old brick matched the wooded character of the 
house. The trellis was made of cypress, which 
ages naturally. 

Since there was only small access to the back 
yard, all the plant materials had to be carried in 
by hand. Plants were chosen for seasonal color 
and variety of texture, keeping in mind that the 
growing season in this part of Florida is 10 
months. Use of ground covers such as liriope 
make the yard easy to maintain and holly ferns 
provide a woody feel. A flowering bottlebrush 
tree was added for color. All the planting was 
done with a sense of the mature oak stands in the 
neighboring yards which creates a sense of en-
closure. The apparent size of the yard has been 
dramatically increased through the placement of 
plant masses. 

Bunch Nurseries, Inc. Terre Haute, IN 
Site: Terre Haute, Indiana 
Award: Passive Use Area 

The company had done landscaping for the 
same client before and knew that the couple en-
joyed working with plants and dense clusters of 
them. Put these needs into the landscape with 
consideration of the plants' seasonal factors 
meant a variety of plants with room for working 
on them and maintaining a scale with the prop-
erty. Very few homes in the area are developed 
from line to line and to blend this home with the 
community expanded the challenge. 

Continues on page 26 



Harold Timmer of Bunch selected small flow-
ering trees and dwarf forms, such as maples, to 
get a quantity of materials and keep them within 
the scale of the property. He worked in a few 
large trees as pivotal points and an undergrowth 
of hawthorns, redbuds, Amur Maples, dogwood, 
sourwood, Amelanchier, and small flowering 
crabs. Ground covers were also used as well as 
some shrubs and small evergreens to provide 
shape in the planting designs. 

Bunch — Naturalistic approach for a plant loving customer. 
Carefully planned selection provides multi-season attraction. 

A slope in the back yard to the lake required 
terracing. To get an open space, Timmer dropped 
the level of the yard near the house to make a 
level surface to the embankment of the pond. A 
low flagstone wall in front of the garden room re-
tains a short terraced area and provides an ade-
quate space for the owners to garden. 

"We took a naturalistic approach to the 
landscaping yet didn't allow it to escape the peo-
ple entirely," says Timmer. The flow from one 
area to another happens naturally. Plant materi-
als were used as if they were there first. We had 
to do careful pruning, particularly on the Amur 
Maples, to keep the natural form but control 
them within a range." 

Green Brothers Landscape Company, 
Smyrna, GA 
Site: Atlanta, Georgia 
Award: Entrance 

The residents of this house, built in the 1950's 
in a nice neighborhood of Atlanta, felt that if they 
could update its appearance they could sell it. 
The house was perched on top of a hill sur-
rounded by hardwood trees. The greatest chal-
lenge was to solve the unattractive approach to 

the house. Problems to deal with included dou-
ble garage doors with windows above them and 
unneeded iron gates below two steep landing 
steps that led to the front door and to a basement 
room located next to the garage door. 

The designer thought a series of steps and 
landings would make an interesting approach to 
the front door. From a large deck outside the 
guest bedroom suite and the large master bed-
room, a walkway trails down to the driveway in a 
series of decks and landings. Through the crea-
tion of various levels of cedar decks, the designer 
wanted the clients to be able to use the area as a 
functional space and also feel when inside as 
though they were living in the treetops of the ex-
isting trees. The decks broke the steep look of the 
two story part of the house and brick planters 
softened the steps. 

The wood of the house was changed from a 
bright white with a blue tint to tan which blends 
with the tree trunks and the decking, all of which 
was made of cedar. A Chippendale railing was 
designed to give a strong added detail to the 
house. Red brick was used and painted tan to go 
with the house. A driftwood sculpture fountain 
added to the motif. "We wanted to bring every-
thing back to nature," says Jim Gibbs, president 
of Green Brothers. "We took advantage of the 
enormous trees around the house. 

Green Brothers —Updated look for a house on top of a hill. 
Steps, decks and earth tones blend house on top a hill. 

Gibbs thinks that he succeeded in his purpose 
and belief about design—that form follows 
function—on this site. The clients felt so good 
about the redesign that they decided not to move. 
"As a designer, this gives a personal satisfaction 
that is very rewarding," says Gibbs. 

Continues on page 28 



I 
What do turfgrass experts say 

about Pennant* ryegrass? 
The Turf Trial results speak for themselves. Pennant is a 

champion. Rigidly controlled, comparative testing involving 
Pennant and competing varieties of perennial ryegrasses 
were conducted by turf experts across a broad region of the 
U.S.—the Pacific Northwest, the Southwest, the Northeast. 

Pennant topped many of its competitors in these tests, 
including overseeding and heat tolerance trials in the South-
west. Some of the expert's findings are illustrated below. 

Turf performance scores. North Brunswick, N.J. 
1 9 7 5 - 7 8 . (9 - Best). 

Reaction to brown patch disease (Rhizocton-
ia), Adelphia, N.J., 1 9 7 8 . (9 = least damage) 

YORKTOWN II | 6 .4 

PENNANT 

CITATION 5 .9 

DERBY 5.4 

PENNFINE 5.4 

MANHATTAN 5 .2 

PENNANT 

YORKTOWN II 7 . 0 

CITATION 7 .0 

REGAL 6 .3 

DERBY 6 . 2 

PENNFINE 5.8 

Warm and cool season average turf score. 
Southern California first-year tests. 1 9 7 9 . 

Percent winter in|ury. Adelphia. N.J. March 1978 . 
( 1 0 of 26 varieties tested showed no significant 

Poor Best 

PENNANT 

PENNFINE 

DIPLOMAT 

YORKTOWN II 

MANHATTAN 

CITATION 

Pennant was best among 12 varieties tested for 
red thread disease (Corticium fuciforme) in 1-year 
average. 1 9 7 9 - 8 0 . Western WA. 
(Low score - Best). 

PENNANT 

CITATION 2 3 6 % 

DERBY 26 3 % 

PENNFINE 30 .4 % 

MANHATTAN 4 0 . 4 % 

YORKTOWN II 4 7 . 8 % 

PENNANT 0 % 

MANHATTAN 0 % 

CITATION 1 1 % 

DERBY 1 4 % 

PENNFINE 1 8 % 

LINN 3 8 % 

Average Turf Performance scores, February 
1 9 8 0 . Southern Arizona turf overseeding on 
Tifgreen Bermuda. Sixteen entries seeded October 
1 9 7 9 . ( 1 0 - B e s t ) . 

PENNANT 

PREMIER 7 .3 

REGAL 6 . 3 

CBS 5 .7 

DERBY 5.5 

ANNUAL 2 .3 

Pennant was also found to maintain its excellent turf color 
and quality late into the season. Pennant will impress you with 

its rich, moderately dark green hue, its fine leaf 
blades, and its improved 

mowing properties. We 
call it "The Trophy 

Turf'. We think 
you will, too. 

,TH€ 
ROPHV 

TURF 

'Plant variety protection pending and anticipated 

For additional information regarding Pennant's truly remarkable Turf 
Trial performance, contact: Agriculture Service Corporation. P.O. Box 
101, Harrisburg, OR 97446, Telephone: (503) 995-6124 



Chazz Cox Associates, Winter Park, FL 
Site: Winter Park, Florida 
Award: Single Family Residence 

This older house in Winter Park was com-
pletely gutted and rebuilt by the new owners. 
They needed a landscape setting to accompany 
the new home and a pool in the back yard. 

To make this transformation, the landscaper 
had to cut into a steep slope in the back yard to al-
low the pool to lie on a level grade. A tremendous 
amount of boulders were used to build up the 
slope. In the front, more boulder work was used 
on the retaining slope. Chazz Cox chose Florida 
field stone because it blends well with plant 
materials. 

Plant materials, which Cox grows in his own 
nursery, were picked to give a very tropical cen-
tral Florida look. The wide variety used includes 
leather leaf fern, Needle Palm, philods, flower-
ing evergreen pear, Weeping Podocarpus, schef-
fleras, spathiphyllums, impatiens (which flower 
year-round), ivy, tassle fern, asparagus fern, day 
lillies, holly ferns, dracenas, many accent plants, 
and a heavy mass of ground cover. There is no 
grass on the project. 

Preserve Your Copies of 
WEEDS, TREES & TURF in 

Permanent 
Binders 

Custom-made binder easily holds entire year's copies 
of WTT magazine. Green binder with gold embossed 
logo protects your magazines and gives your library a 
neat appearance. Magazines can be inserted as they 
are received. Annual index in December issue makes it 
easy to find information you need quickly . . . Send 
check or money order to: 

wmit fMW 
Book Sales 

One East First Street, Duluth, MN. 55802 
(Add $2.50 per Binder Shipping Chg.) Allow 6-8 Weeks Delivery. 

Chazz Cox —Both house and landscape were transformed to 
make an older home and lot more entertaining and tropical. 
There is no grass on the project. Pool was also added. 

The pool was painted a dark color to reflect the 
sky. The judges remarked that the judicious se-
lection and use of plants and the selection of pool 
and awning color strategically integrate the 
house and pool area into the jungle-like envi-
ronment. 

Summary 
All six award winners represent the most mod-

ern thinking in residential landscape designing. 
According to Ray Brush, administrator of the Na-
tional Landscape Association, "The entries each 
year are becoming higher quality from a design 
point-of-view. Whether this is indicative of all 
landscaping, I can't say. It does indicate an ability 
of our members to do excellent landscaping." 

Most of the projects were built on sloping 
ground. Brush thinks this may be a trend. "More 
people are recognizing that you can do more cre-
ative landscapes on less regular terrain. They are 
gradually becoming more prominent." 

"In the U.S., we need to pay more attention to 
this," Brush says. "We have taken tillable land 
and put it into building homes—a waste of a pre-
cious resource. Your most interesting and 
greatest appealing landscape projects do have 
varying contours in the land. Although more ex-
pensive to build, it's easier to develop more inter-
esting and outstanding landscape designs with 
slopes and contours." 

The judges were certainly impressed, to the 
extent of being flabbergasted by some of the 
workmanship. Retainer walls, edging designs, 
and plant selection seem perfect on most of the 
sites. And this is exactly what the homeowner 
expects. WTT 



Introducing FOLIAN... the easy-to-
use liquid fertilizer that's safe and 
effective on any kind of turf. 

FOLIAN is a complete fertilizer. Its 
special formulation of N-P-K, sulfur and 
iron gets nutrients directly into grass 
tissue. And FOLIAN will not cause tip 
burn when used as directed. 

Convenient to use 
FOLIAN is the only fertilizer 

you'll ever need. It saves you time because 
there's no mixing or agitation required 
before using FOLIAN. And FOLIAN can 
be applied in more concentrated form 
than most other liquids. As a result, you 
can service more lawns per truckload 

with fewer wasted man-hours. 
A clear solution of the highest 

quality, FOLIAN won't settle out in your 
tanks. It's compatible with most 
pesticides, too. 

Greens lawns fast 
Because of its patented formulation 

and foliar activity, FOLIAN greens up turf 
quickly—faster than dry fertilizers or 
suspensions. And at the recommended 
rates, FOLIAN supplies enough residual 
fertilizer in the soil to keep grass green 
and healthy for many weeks. 

Good for your business 
Your customers will love the results 

FOLIAN gives. And you'll appreciate 
FOLLAN's convenience. 

Best of all, FOLIAN makes your lawn 
care service more valuable. It means 
repeat business from satisfied customers 
and greater confidence in you. 

Give FOLIAN a try and discover how 
it can mean more green for both of you. 

To find out more about how to get 
started using FOLIAN, call toll-free 
800-228-2178 Omaha, Neb., 
800-446-1841/800-446-1845 Hopewell, Va. 
or write Allied Chemical ; . . . . . 
PO. Box 1000R, . 
Morristown, C h e m i c a l 
N. J. 07960. An ^LUED Company 

FOLIAN complete liquid fertilizer. 

No mixing, 
no burning, 
no hassle. 



SUN-LOVING GROUND COVERS 
ADD TEXTURE TO THE LANDSCAPE 
By Douglas J. Chapman, Horticulturist, Dow Gardens, Midla 

Last month we discussed shade-tolerant ground 
covers. Presently, I would like to review a repre-
sentative group of woody ground covers which 
thrive in full sun. These deciduous ground covers 
include Cranberry, Creeping, and Rockspray Co-
toneaster; Shrubby St. Johnswort, Northern Bay-
berry, and Lowbush Blueberry. Two sun-loving 
evergreen types would be junipers and a selected 
form of media yew. 

Cotoneaster is a shrub ground cover which 
thrives in full sun, needing well-drained soil. Co-
toneaster is a relative of apple (in the Rosaceae 
family) and is slightly susceptible to Fireblight 
and several insects, e.g. aphids and mites. In 
mass plantings or as individual species, Cran-
berry, Rockspray, and Creeping Cotoneaster can 
be outstanding as ground covers. 

Cranberry Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster apicu-
Jata) is a low-spreading shrub with the ultimate 
height of 3 feet and a spread of 3 to 6 feet. It 
mounds on itself, being similar to Juniperus so-
bina 'Broadmoor/ It makes an impenetrable bor-
der. The leaves are dark glossy green throughout 
the summer, becoming a purplish-bronze during 
the fall. This fall color is effective for three to five 
weeks. The bright red fruit (V\ to Vs inch in diam-
eter) is particularly effective during August and 
September when contrasted with the dark green 
foliage. The only disadvantage with Cranberry 
Cotoneaster is its extreme susceptibility to 
aphids, thus requiring several sprays annually. 

Creep ing Co toneas te r (Cotoneaster ad-
pressa) is a fine textured dwarf shrub, 1 to 1 Vi feet 
in height with an ultimate spread of 4 to 6 feet. 
Where branches come in contact with fertile soil, 
it will layer and root as will most cotoneasters. 
The V\ -inch diameter dark red fruit looks very at-
tractive against the glossy green summer leaves. 
Creeping Cotoneaster is an exciting ground cover 
in Ohio and southern Michigan and is less 
effective in central Michigan. Further, Dirr has 
reported that it is not a good performer in central 
Illinois. 

Rockspray Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster hori-
zontalis) has been the standard cotoneaster 
ground cover. It is somewhat mounding, reach-
ing 2 to 3 feet in height with a spread of 3 to 5 feet. 
The summer foliage is, again, a bright glossy dark 
green, becoming a dull purple during the fall 
months. The bright red fruit is approximately 1/5 
inch in diameter, being particularly effective 
during September and October. Rockspray Coto-
neaster is considerably more prostrate than C. 
apiculata and has slightly smaller leaves. Gener-
ally speaking, it is not as aggressive as the other 
two types and is more susceptible to Fireblight. 

I, Ml 

Each horticulturist will have his own favorite co-
toneaster. Certainly in central Michigan, C. 
apiculata has to rank on the top when considering 
the cotoneaster types. Cotoneaster horizontalis 
would rank second, being finer, less aggressive, 
and slightly more prone to Fireblight than the 
apiculata type. Cotoneaster adpressa is unique 
and interesting but will rank last when consider-
ing these three types. Cotoneaster is extremely 
effective when used in mass plantings or as 
single specimen ground covers. Generally speak-
ing, cotoneaster is not a good companion plant 
with large or small trees. 

Shrubby St. Johnswort (Hypericum prolifi-
cum) is the hardiest and most effective of the Hy-
pericums. St. Johnswort is a small, dense, round 
shrub, 2 to 4 feet in height and spread. Its stems 
are erect yet stiff, giving it a very structured 
feeling. The summer foliage is dark lustrous 
green, becoming bluish-green late in the season. 
The flowers are usually a bright yellow 
(buttercup-like), 3A to 1 inch in diameter, and are 
borne in a terminal and axillary position. They 
are particularly effective during June and July. 
St. Johnswort does extremely well when planted 
in dry, gravelly soils in full sun. It is adaptable to 
a large range in pH but seems to thrive in calcare-
ous soils. The one maintenance consideration is 
that St. Johnswort should be pruned vigorously 
each and every spring. 

Northern Bay berry (Myrica pensylvanica) is a 
semi-evergreen "deciduous shrub" with an up-
right, rounded habit of growth. It spreads by un-
derground stolons, making it particularly effec-
tive as a low to medium range ground cover. Al-
though it has been reported to reach 9 feet in 
height, in central Michigan it is uncommon to see 
this exciting lustrous, dark green, leathery leaf 
ground cover reach over 3 feet in height. It flow-
ers in early to mid May before the leaves appear. 
The small, gray fruit, which cling to the stems, 
adds texture during the winter but isn't colorful. 
The most exciting considerations include the 
density which this plant can attain and its ability 
to not only adapt but thrive in gravelly, poor, 
well-drained soils. Myrica pensylvanica not 
only has a long history of use in the landscape 
and for candles but has an added bonus—when 
one rubs the foliage between the fingers, the 
aroma left behind is exciting. 

Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium angustifol-
ium) is a low straggly shrub, reaching 8 to 12 
inches in height and with an 18 to 24 inch spread. 
Leaves are a lustrous green in summer, changing 
to a bronze-scarlet during the fall. The white 

Continues on page 32 


