
Pair (or the Course 

Penncross greens are known around the world 
for their consistent, high quality putting surface. 
Penncross has genetic diversity assuring disease 
resistance . . . germinates fast, establishes 
quicker . . . superbly consistent, less grain for 
true putts . . . greens up earlier, holds summer 
color better . . . great 
for overseeding winter 
greens in south. 

Penneagle was developed through 18 years of 
research and 5 years of testing. This new variety 
of creeping bentgrass has these selected attributes 
of a great all-purpose grass for the entire course. 
Penneagle has a broad genetic base for 
greater climatic adaptability . . . is not 
overly aggressive, but competitive 
with Poa annua . . . has tight, more 
upright growth char-
acteristics . . . is 
finer leafed than 
most bents . . . has 
excellent putting and 
playing qualities . . . 
was bred for disease p ^ » ^ « i r p r 
resistance. L / i \ fu 

TEE GREEN 
Post Off ice Box 250, 
77 West G Street, Hubbard, Oregon 97032 
Toll Free 1-800-547-0255 TWX 510-590-0957 

For more information about Penncross 
or Penneagle write: 

Penncross Bentgrass Growers Assn. 
1349 Capitol N.E., Salem, Oregon 97303 
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CHIPO 

T O N P - T A S T l N f 
-I—'̂ -'•l- ̂ ^ ~ r 1 ^ If you're serious about protecting your turf against 
CHIPCO" 26019 IS diseases, give it your best shot. Spray Chipco 26019 

C ' I ' L J O v l M r ^ TV/nTTMr^TlVTC1 fungicide. Thousands of superintendents have 
O I r iwINJO IViCjiJlOllNlIl. . switched to Chipco 26019 in the past two years. 

And no wonder. Chipco 26019 gives you the longest residual. You can cut the number 
of sprays in your program, and that cuts your costs. And Chipco 26019 prevents the 
major turf diseases with unsurpassed effectiveness. You'll get good results with Chipcc 

Please read label carefully, and use only as directed. 



26019against dollar spot (including benomyl-resistant dollar spot), 
Helminthosporium (leaf spot and melting out), brown patch, Fusar-
ium blight and Fusarium patch (west of the Cascade Mountains). 
Chipco 26019also suppresses grey and pink snow molds. Ask your 
Chipco distributor or Rhone Poulenc representative about effective, long-lasting Chip-
co 26019...the strong medicine in turf disease prevention. Rhone Poulenc Chemical 
Co., Agrochemical Div., Rhone Poulenc Inc. Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852. RHÔNE POULENC 
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OUTLOOK 

By Bruce F. Shank, Editor 

The importance of industry confer-
ences to the landscape businessman 
should be clear this winter. Dealing 
with inflation is no simple matter. 
Conferences and industry publications 
have become as necessary as a good ac-
countant in today's challenging busi-
ness climate. 

Prices, inventories, salaries, insur-
ance rates, marketing, depreciation, 
and many other business facts of life 
must be watched daily, not just at 
budget review time. The importance of 
these items is obvious. What may not be 
obvious is the waste caused by im-
proper use of materials and methods. 
Conferences, although sometimes rep-
etitious in subject matter, refresh our 
memories in both areas of savings. 

It might be a good idea for those 
lucky enough to attend conferences to 
pass on what they have learned to all 
others in their company. It is the person 
who performs these functions that 
needs the refresher most, and they 

probably aren't the ones you took with 
you to the show. Going to conferences 
is not cheap and the real economy 
comes from spreading the information 
from the one who attended to those 
who did not. 

In case you miss a good session at any 
particular conference that you feel 
would help your company, write me 

Beginning in March, some of you will 
have the chance to critique an issue of 
Weeds Trees & Turf for its interest to 
you. Called Readex, this research is de-
signed to gauge the reader interest of 
both advertising and editorial. All de-
partments and features will be graded 
by readers for their interest, attention 
holding, and usefulness. Twice a year 
we will perform this research to check 
the value of Weeds Trees & Turf to 

and we'll contact the author for publi-
cation. We can also get other experts on 
the same subject to contribute to a com-
prehensive article. Conferences bring 
out the best. It's up to magazines to cap-
ture the best for more permanent 
reference. Write me with your request 
at Weeds Trees & Turf, 757 Third Ave., 
New York, NY 10017. 

you. 
Also, twice a year advertisers get the 

opportunity to see how effective their 
advertising is. This lets them know 
what you think of their product and 
their advertising. It is feedback needed 
for magazines, advertisers, and readers 
to communicate and react to changes in 
the market. 

We welcome your participation in 
the Readex program. WTT 

Now You Can Grade Weeds Trees & Turf 

Snowco Utility Trailers ... now even more versatile! 
Ideal for hauling grounds maintenance equipment, golf cars 

and other bulky, hard-to-handle items, the proven Snowco line 
includes eight flatbed trailers with loading ramps or tilt decks, plus 
a box bed trailer with tailgate. 

The design of the popular ramp loading trailers—with 
perforated steel decks—has been improved for increased versa-
tility. Three models are offered with capacities of 1,150 and 
2,100 pounds. 

Five tilt trailers with perforated steel decks are offered with 
capacities of 1,000 to 3,500 pounds. 

The steel box bed trailer—capacity 1,200 pounds, is available 
with an optional canvas or fiberglass cover. 

Name-

Please send Utility Trailer information. 

Organization. 

Snowco 
Division of Beatrice Foods Co. 
4386 McKinley, Omaha, Nebraska 68112 

State _ -Zip-



oA Widely Tested and 
Highly Rated Superior New 

Kentucky luegrass 
At a wide variety of locations, in comprehensive 

trials, Merit Kentucky Bluegrass has proven itself 
one of the better new varieties on numerous counts. 

Merit consistently rated high in disease-resistance, 
turf quality and color. Merit produces a dense, dark 
green, high quality turf, and has also shown good 
resistance to leaf and dollar spot. 

Merit was also lauded for its excellent spring color 
in tests at several locations. 

Jfere's How Merit Has Performed 
•NE-57 TESTS IN 1972 — Overall, Merit's rating 

was superior to that of Pennstar, Fylking, 
Geronimo, Nugget, Park and Glade. 

• Five-year New Jersey trial — Merit out-ranked 
Baron, Nugget, Kenblue, Park, Delft, Windsor 
and Geronimo. 

• New York trial — Merit ranked above Baron, 
Kenblue and Park. 

• Three-year Ohio trial (two locations) — Location 
* 1, Merit rated above Nugget, Fylking and 
Kenblue. Location * 2, Merit's ratings superior to 
Baron, Nugget, Kenblue and Fylking. 

• Four-year Missouri trial — in season-long turf-
quality ratings, Merit highest in a field which 
included Baron, Bristol, Fylking, Nugget, and 
Bonnieblue. 

'MERIT KENTUCKY "BLUEGRASS... 
...IT'S WORTH LOOKING INTO 

A Product of 

i n i E R n f l T i o n n i seeds, i n c . 
PO. Box 168, Halsey, Oregon 97348 

Telephone (503) 369-2251 TWX 510/590-0765 
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GREENHOUSE 

Texas growers hear 
cost, energy ideas 
The technology exists to save greatly on 
energy and labor of greenhouse pro-
duction, according to Dr. Raymond 
Hasek, environmental horticulturist 
with the University of California, 
Davis, who spoke to more than 200 
growers at the Texas Greenhouse 
Growers conference in November. 

Efficient use of space through mova-
ble benches, increased mechanization, 
and joining units together with a com-
mon wall is already practiced in West 
Germany and Holland, said Hasek. 
Different forms of insulation can cut 
heat loss in half. Double poly covering 
can save 30 percent on energy costs. 
Removable blankets can save more 
than 50 percent. Extra insulation of 
northern walls, wind breaks, and seal-
ing air leaks can save from 3 to 10 per-
cent each. Regular maintenance of 
heating units can save up to 20 per-
cent. 

Tiers of benches will be common in 
the future Hasek said. Automation of 
all material handling will reduce labor 
costs. 

]ames Irwin, Irwin's Greenhouses, 

A flying team on the ground. A flight crew 
from British Airways, who normally pilot a 
Concorde jet, drove a Simplicity riding mower 
to victory in the Wisborough Green 12-hour 
Lawn Mower Endurance Race. The riding 
mower covered 78 miles during the course of 
the race to win the class of unmodified pro-
duction mowers. 

Inc., of Canyon, Texas, told the growers 
that quality should be emphasized 
more than price. Since labor represents 
nearly 60 percent of production cost, 
any method of efficiency for labor will 
make the biggest difference. Irwin sug-
gested in-state buying of plants over 
out-of-state. Space should be consid-
ered in terms of cubic feet of produc-
tion with total utilization of floor and 
ceiling space. Irwin predicted great in-
novation in the greenhouse industry 
within the next few years. 

INSECTS 

Turfgrass symposium 
hosts 19 entomologists 
The latest research from industry, gov-
ernment, and universities on turfgrass 
insects and their control was presented 
to a group of 175 turf management spe-
cialists in Columbus, OH, in October. 
This was the second seminar spon-
sored by the ChemLawn Corporation. 
The 1979 seminar covered turfgrass 
pathology. 

Nineteen experts discussed up-to-
date information on the primary turf 
pests. Special emphasis was placed on 
integrated pest management. Proceed-
ings of the seminar will be published as 
were those of the first symposium, soon 
available from Weeds Trees & Turf. 

ChemLawn has planned the 1981 
symposium around turfgrass weed con-
trol. This seminar will be held in Octo-
ber. A portion of the program will be 
devoted to Alternatives to Phenoxy 
Herbicides. For more information, con-
tact Dr. B.G. Joyner, Plant Diagnostic 
Lab, 6969 Worthington-Galena Road, 
Suite L, Worthington, OH 43085. 

ARBORISTS 

NAA prepares agenda 
for Sarasota winterfest 
A broad variety of topics is planned for 
the 1981 Annual Meeting of the Na-
tional Arborist Association, Feb. 15-19, 
Sarasota Hyatt. The five-day program 
includes sessions on the spread of the 
Gypsy moth, use of alternate fuels for 

vehicles, phermone traps, integrated 
pest management, and business con-
cerns such as selling and collection, 
hiring a computer consultant, labor re-
lations, estate planning, and offering 
lawn care in addition to tree care. 

Persons interested in attending the 
meeting should contact Executive Vice 
President Bob Felix, National Arborist 
Association, 3537 Stratford Rd., Wan-
tagh, NY 11793, 516-221-3082. 

INTERNATIONAL 

British turf groups 
create national council 
Eleven British turfgrass organizations 
have approved a constitution for the 
National Turfgrass Council. The new 
Council has as its objectives to provide 
a central forum to discuss turfgrass 
matters, to represent the views of the 
industry to government departments 
and other groups, to reinforce training 
and education within the industry, to 
help generate new research, and to 
promote the industry in general. 

Organizations participating in the 
Council are the Association of Playing 
Fields Officers and Landscape Manag-
ers, British Agrochemicals Association, 
British Association of Golf Course Ar-
chitects, British Golf Greenkeepers' 
Association, British Lawnmower 
Manufacturers' Federation, British 
Turf Irrigation Association, Institute 
of Groundsmanship, Institute of Park 
and Recreation Administration, Joint 
Council for Landscape Industries, 
Sports Research Institute, and the 
United Kingdom Agricultural Supply 
Trade Association Ltd. 

It took a steering committee less than 
a year to draft the constitution and less 
than six months to have it approved by 
the organizations. The first full working 
meeting of the Council will be in late 
February. The idea was raised at a 
meeting of the Sports Turf Research In-
stitute in June 1979. 

Officers of the new group are Chair-
man M.J. Chance, Vice-Chairman 
W.N. Gilmour, Treasurer W. Royle, 
and Secretary J.P. Shildrick. Informa-
tion on the group can be obtained from 

Continues on page 10 



It s been proven time and again, day 
after day, acre after acre. You just 
can't buy a better cutting greens 
mower. For a very convincing 
demonstration, call your Jacobsen 
Distributor. 

Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc. 

Jacobsen: You just can't buy any better. 
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ALCA focuses on modern management 
Sessions at the 1981 ALCA Annual Meeting and Trade Exhibit in New 
Orleans, Feb. 8-13, will stress managing a business in a computerized, 
highly technical world. Approximately 1,000 landscape contracting firms 
are expected to be represented at the meeting. 

Here is a sketchy outline of the event: 
Sunday, Feb. 8 

Registration and Mardi Gras party 
Monday, Feb. 9 

Estate planning 
Concurrent workshops: marketing design/build, personnel develop-
ment in maintenance firms, land reclamation. 
Tuesday, Feb. 10 

Trade exhibit opens 
Al Hirt party in French Quarter 

Wednesday, Feb. 11 
Equipment demonstrations 
Interior landscape seminar 
ABC's of computer applications 
Awards reception and luncheon 

Thursday, Feb. 12 
Learning to live with the computer 
Computer display and demonstration 
Banquet 

Friday, Feb. 13 
Financial management 
Adjourn at noon 

Complete registration information for the show is available from Associ-
ated Landscape Contractors of America, 1750 Old Meadow Rd., 
McLean, VA 22101. 

Tenth tropical foliage course January 13th 
Orlando, Florida, becomes the foliage center of the country when the Na-
tional Tropical Foliage Short Course is offered for the tenth time, in addi-
tion to major national displays of foliage and equipment at the Orlando 
Expo Centre. This is the biggest event in the interior plant field to date. 

The workshop is divided into three sections: production, interiorscape, 
and marketing. Production topics include soil mixes, plant pest diagnosis, 
nutrition, irrigation, and production of specific plants. Interiorscape, 
topics include bidding, transportation, acclimatization, installation, de-
livery, and selling. The marketing sessions will cover working with 
wholesalers, supplying the mass merchandiser, and working with super 
markets. Additional sessions on asset management, tissue culture, and 
inventory management are planned. 

Florida's foliage growers and equipment suppliers will display their 
material at the Orlando Expo Centre beginning Tuesday, jan. 13. The 
four-day event will be headquartered at the Orlando Howard Johnson's 
Downtown Hotel. For more information, contact the Foliage Education 
and Research Foundation, Inc., 305-886-1036. 

ASLA offer health coverage at lower rates 
Landscape architectural firms with at least 50 percent of the employees 
eligible for membership in the American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects will soon be able to take advantage of a group health/life insurance 
program that could lower premiums and raise coverage. Firms with less 
than ten employees may benefit the most from the program, according to 
ASLA President Robert Woerner. The plan is underwritten by Sentry 
Life Insurance Co., selected over other companies by the National Exec-
utive Committee. Contact ASLA, 1900 M Street, N.W., Suite 750, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20036 for more information. 

J.P. Shildrick, Sports Turf Research In-
stitute, Bingley, West Yorkshire, BD16 
1AU. 

United States turf specialists have 
been attempting to form a similar group 
for the last three years without ap-
proval of a constitution. 

SOILS 

Computer data bank 
established by Scotts 
Results from more than 100,000 soil 
tests made on U.S. golf courses have 
been stored on computer by the Pro-
Turf Division of O.M. Scott & Co., 
Marysville, Ohio. With the informa-
tion, Scotts hopes to produce summa-
ries of soil characteristics for particular 
regions of the country. Superintend-
ents in the regions can then find out 
what nutritional deficiencies need to 
be corrected. 

Scott technical representatives will 
help analyze and interpret the soil test 
data for the superintendent. The de-
sired result is more effective fertiliza-
tion programs and perhaps lower 
costs. 

The company reports that more than 
90 percent of the nation's golf courses 
were tested for the information sys-
tem. 

OFFICERS 

PGMS members cast 
ballots in Kansas City 
John Van Vorst, supervisor of parks to 
Tenafly, NJ, is the new president of the 
Professional Grounds Management 
Society following elections during the 
group's latest meeting in Kansas City. 

The president-elect for 1981 is Earl 
Wilson, vice president of Thornton-
Wilson Inc., Maineville, OH. Wilson is 
a charter member of PGMS Southern 
Ohio Branch. Fred Rigger, grounds 
manager for the Padonia Swim Club in 
Cockeysville, MD, is the new vice pres-
ident. Elected to a second term is Treas-
urer Robert Fisher, a past PGMS presi-
dent and consulting horticulturist in 
Virginia. 

LAW 

Patent case decided 
in favor of Textron 
A federal district court has ruled that a 
suit for patent infringement against the 
Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc. by 
Toro Company is invalid. 

The Delaware court said that Jacob-
sen's manufacture of the Sno-Burst 

Continues on page 12 


