NATIVE SHRUBS
ARE BACKBONE
OF LANDSCAPES

Allspice, Spicebush, Bayberry, and Snowberry

BY DOUGLAS CHAPMAN, “Horticulturist, Dow Gardens, Midland, MI"

Native shrubs should provide the
backbone for home and commer-
cial landscapes. Four native shrubs
which thrive when grown in full
sun or light shade which provide a
real diversity to the landscape in-
clude Carolina Allspice, Spice-
bush, Northern Bayberry, and
Snowberry. These natives are rela-
tively free of insect and disease
problems, will grow in a wide
range of soil conditions, and pro-
vide color and uniqueness at times
when other shrubs are just back-
ground.

Carolina Allspice (Calycanthus
florida) is native from Virginia to
Florida but grows acceptably as far
north'as Boston and Central Michi-
gan. It grows well in sun or shade
but is usually slightly taller when
grown in shady conditions. It is a
dense round shrub, reaching 6 to 8
feet in height and 6 to 10 feet in
width at maturity but in northern
areas it seldom grows over 6 feet in
height and width. Calycanthus can
be transplanted easily during the

Carolina Allspice has reddish-brown flowers. 7

spring. It grows in a wide range of
soil conditions, thriving in moist,
well-drained loamy soils but
adapts to well-drained, almost
droughty conditions. It has darker
green leaves during the summer
months, becoming a pale yellow-
green in the fall but does not de-
velop effective fall color. The two-
inch dark reddish-brown, star-like
flowers appear sporadically from
late May through June. This star
shape is a unique aesthetic trait.
Further, these flowers are very
fragrant. The urn-shaped fruit
(capsule-like at maturity) is not very
effective. This shrub is outstanding
in native plantings as specimens in
the home landscape and mass
plantings in large or commercial
landscapes.

Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) is
an outstanding shrub, 6 to 10 feet in
height and width. It is native from
Maine to Florida. Lindera is a na-
tive shrub which is effective in the
home or commercial landscape, in
naturalized plantings, specimen, or

used in small groupings. Spicebush
thrives in full sun but is acceptable
in partial sun. It is a good compan-
ion to pine or at the edge of a beech-
maple-oak woods. It has been re-
ported to be difficult to transplant
because of the coarse roots but we
have had 98% success when plant-
ing in moist, well-drained, sandy
loam. During the spring the light
green leaves are oblong, 3 to 5
inches in length. This lime-green
foliage of summer is transformed
into a rich yellow during fall. This
fall color is spectacular. Spicebush
flowers very early in the season
(late April in Central Michigan).
These thread-like flowers, borne in
clusters near the terminal, are
yellowish-green in color. The fruit
which is scarlet and shaped some-
what like raspberries can be spec-
tacular along with the fall foliar
color. This native is underused and
should be grown more in the trade.
Lastly, the leaves and stems are
fragrant, just one additional reason
to consider culture of this outstand-
ing plant.

Northern Bayberry (Myrica
pensylvanica) is native from Nova
Scotia to Pennsylvania mostly
along the coast. It is very salt-
tolerant (cholide). Bayberry has a
long history or association with the
development of our country. It was
used from colonial times to present
in the making of highly aromatic
candles (Bayberry candles). This
semi-evergreen is perfectly hardy
when planted in sandy, well-
drained soils. Dirr reports it will ex-
ist in the clay soils of Central Illi-
nois. It should be transplanted

Continues on page 32

Spicebush is a good companion to pine or as an edge of woods.
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balled and burlapped during early
spring. Bayberry is an outstanding
shrub when used in mass plantings
associated with pine or broad-
leaved evergreens as it has similar
requirements. Myrica spreads from
root suckers and if planted in full or
partial sun will thrive. It will rap-
idly die out in 50% or more shade.
The leaves are a rich dark green.
They are oblong, 1Y to 4 inches in
length. Bayberry flowers are not
particularly effective but the grey
fruit which literally lines the one-
year old growth can be exciting
during the fall. This fruit is usually
profuse on one-year old growth.
The foliage or branches, when
crushed, are extremely fragrant.
Although Bayberry has been re-
ported to reach 5 to 12 feet in height
and width, we usually find it rarely
over 4 to 6 feet in height. Because
Myrica spreads by root suckers, it
tends to form large clumps and is
most effective when used in mass
plantings, be it for individual home
landscapes or commercial land-
scapes.

Common Snowberry (Sympho-
ricarpos albus) has been reported to
be of little landscape value, but
when noted in the fall with fruit, it
is unique yet exciting. This natural-
ized plant was brought to this coun-
try during the late 1800's and can
presently be found growing in the
Canadian Maritime Provinces to
Virginia and west to Minnesota.
This dense shrub at maturity has a
somewhat upright habit, reaching 3
to 5 feet in height and 2 to 4 feet in
width. The leaves are opposite,
somewhat honeysuckle in appear-
ance, being a deep blue-green dur-
ing the summer with no effective
fall color. The perfect pink flowers
are borne in terminal clusters dur-
ing June. The white berry-drupe
fruit are borne in clusters. They are
interesting and afford an opportu-
nity for one to truly enjoy the land-
scape. Snowberry can be planted
in a wide range of soil conditions
from sand to clay but prefers well-
drained situations. Further, it is
a good companion plant when
planted at the edges of woods as it

Does leaf-tip shredding
make your turf brown?

Switch to fine-leafed
Pennfine Perennial Ryegrass. Bred
for softer fibers that take a smooth,
clean cut, Pennfine has set the
standard for mowability against

which other ryegrasses are compared.
Get Pennfine, the most widely used fine-
leafed perennial ryegrass. It's available
just about everywhere. Pennfine
Perennial Ryegrass, P.O. Box 923,
Minneapolis, MN 55440
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prefers full to medium sun. This
shrub when found as understory or
a border plant in large area land-
scapes, commercial landscapes,
parks, or home landscapes is excit-
ing. Further, Snowberry has few or
no catastrophic insect or disease
problems.

The four above-mentioned na-
tive shrubs are underused in to-
day’s landscapes. They are par-
ticularly effective when used in
naturalized plantings as specimen
shrubs or in mass borders. They are
usually most effectively grown in
full or partial sun. They have no
catastrophic insect and disease
problems, are relatively easy to
transplant, and will generally de-
crease maintenance requirements
for most landscapes. They are not
only exciting for their flower color
or fruit but also Spicebush, Caro-
lina Allspice, and Bayberry are ex-
citing when the leaves and stems
are crushed, giving off a unique
fragrance. These plants truly stim-
ulate all our sense while adding lit-
tle to maintenance costs. WTT

CounqlnS

We support NMC
and ask our growers
and suppliers to include |

the voluntary
contribution on
invoices to us.




Watch out-
for chemophobia...
it’s catching

Chemophobia is the fear of
the long range results from
synthetically produced
chemical fertilizers.
Turfgrass professionals are
discovering the hard way
that the synthetics are not
as effective over the long
run as naturally organic
Milorganite. Turf tires and
develops a worn out look.

C )

The synthetic chemical
fertilizers are fine for awhile
...for a quick fix...but over
the long run, the smart
money is on Milorganite.

Naturally organic Milorganite
provides all the natural
nutrients needed for healthy,
strong turf....Just the way
you want to keep it ALWAYS.

Start your turf today

DO NOT USE ON EDIBLE CROPS

on its way to a longer prime of life
with

THE
MARGIN | Milorganite does not
OF ' burn and is almost
\ SAFETY /) impossible to over-apply.

MILWAUKEE METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE DISTRICT, 735 N. WATER ST., MILWAUKEE, WI 53202
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SIX GOOD REASONS

TOMAKE IT

YOUR FIRST CHOICE.

Plenty of power,
plus economy.

Choose either the 18-hp OMC®
aircooled engine or the 4cycle
water-cooled diesel. Both deliver the
power and performance you need.
The Front Line mower is designed
from the engine up, not from the
tractor down, so every warking
component complements the
power plant

Fast, maneuverable,
simple operation.

Hydrostatic drive and wheel-
type steering make operation easy.
Single rear turning wheel, and split
front-wheel traction-assist pedals al-
low smooth, zero-turning radius; the
driver's hands stay on the wheel.
Mechanical clutch direct-drive
PTO gives you a powerful tractor
that's built to take it

The cleanest
of cuts.

The three heat-treated blades
with air-lifts along with the Cushman
deck and baffle design cut the grass
cleanly. Clippings are lifted up and
discharged out the chute evenly,
eliminating the blade drag that eats
up power, Choose a 60” or 72" deck;
both offer top-mounted grease fit-
tings and covers that remove with
just two wing nuts
The 72" deck
also comes with
wash-out
holes so

collected debris can be flushed out
during normal maintenance.

4 No scalping.

Rear deck rollers work along
with the front wheels to keep the deck
and blades off the ground, even over
rough terrain. Springs are also
available to absorb deck weight and
allow the deck to “float” with
the contour of the ground. (These
anti-scalp packages are optional,
depending on the contours of your
particular turf.)

Year-round
versatility.

The Cushman Front Line
doesn't go out of service when the
mowing season is over. It can work
for you all year round when you add
accessories like the ROPS structure
and weathertite cab, 60” rotary
broom (gas unit only) and the 48"
snow thrower

Service
when you need it.

Your Cushman Front Line
dealer stocks parts for the engines,
tractors and decks, and services the
entire unit. He's an experienced,
thoroughly trained professional,
dedicated to keeping your Front Line
MOWer in service.

For a free on-site
demonstration of the Front Line
quality, contact a Cushman Front Line
dealer today. Or call us at
402-435-7208 for the location of
your nearest dealer

CUSHMAN
FRONTLINE.

It stands to reason.

3106 Cushman, P.O. Box 82409
Lincoln, NE 68501

© Outboard Marine Corporation, 1981

All nghts reserved
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Long-lasting Chipco® 26019 28 days. So for every treatment you
fungicide is as good for your budget eliminate thanks to Chipco 26019,
as it is for your turf. you'll save up to $10 an acre in

Because it gives you the long- fuel and labor!
est residual activity, you'll need And Chipco 26019 is strong
fewer treatments on greens and medicine. No other fungicide

tees with Chipco 26019. And fewer gives better control of the major
treatments on fairways, where it con- turf diseases. Chipco 26019 is
trols diseases longer...from 21 to effective on Helminthosporium
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Pleds

arefully, and use only as directed

Leaf Spot and Melting Out, Dollar  26019. It’s just what the doctor

Spot (including benomyl-resistant), ordered.

Brown Patch, Fusarium Blight, Fu- Rhone-Poulenc Chemical

sarium Patch (Pink Snow Mold), = Company, Agrochemical Division,

and Gray Snow Mold. Rhone-Poulenc Inc., Monmouth
For healthier turf on greens,  Junction, NJ 08852. (e s

¢ read label ¢

tees and fairways — plus a healthy PCO 9 g
cut in operating costs — control ,(:HI 2691 -
diseases with long-lasting Chipco ItS Stmng InCdlClﬂc. ‘\
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Change of seasons

Mr. Chapman must be using some ar-
cane calendar because he claims mid-
summer is anywhere from late May to
early July. My calendar, and those of
most other of your readers, shows June
21st and 22 as the end of spring and the
beginning of summer. Thus you article
should have been titled late spring and
early summer, for midsummer does not
even begin until after all these trees
have finished blooming.

I would have included the Japanese
Tree Lilac which is a shrub that can
be pruned into a single or multiple
trunked tree form as a better recom-
mendation. Itisreliably hardy in north-
ern Illinois and southern Wisconsin,
and to my mind is much more showy
than those listed.

Tree Hydrangias come closest to
midsummer August blooming and Her-
cules’ Club (Aralia Spinosa) too but nei-
ther gets to be truly far up over head so
as to be tree-formed.

It seems an oddity that right when the
weather is usually the very finest for

LETTERS

being out, few if any of trees or shrubs
are in full bloom. Even the perenials
seem to take a break about then with
only a few phlox and plantian lilies and
hardy amarylis blooming. But if one is
into native prairie plants one can have
a wealth of bloom in mid- to late sum-
mer with cone flowers, sun flowers,
black-eyed susans, asters and more.
But really now, lets not again mislead
the readers by calling spring midsum-
mer.
Alyn Hess
Landscape Architect

Useful magazine

Please convey my appreciation to
Douglas Chapman for his excellent
series on trees. It expands our vision
once again beyond the “old reliables”
we repeatedly use.

In future issues, we would be inter-
ested in articles which dealt with top-
soil: what is the accepted norm, typical
specifications, modifications to im-
prove, interpreting test lab reports, etc.
Even among the “experts,” we have

I i R
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For fast, easy turf establishment—the Bowie Hydro-Mulcher
) operation of a Bowie Hydro-Mulcher
plants, seeds, sprigs, fertilizes, waters, sprays and mulches.
And with a Bowie Hydro-Mulcher, you can seed over three
acres in fifteen minutes. That saves you valuable time and
money! Order the Bowie Hydro-Mulcher — you'll have the best

isthe answer.

and greenest — on your side!

. P’ BOWIE INDUSTRIES, INC. |
<=7 7 P0.Box 931 Bowie, Texas 76230 - (817) 872-2286 |
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found a great range of opinions on all
these items.

I know you continually do articles on
grasses, but some get rather technical
and don't always deal with the practi-
calities of specifying and using. We
would like to see articles in the Doug
Chapman vein, which dealt with
bluegrasses, fescues, ryes, clovers, etc;
what are the best types, new introduc-
tions which are proving successful and
are available.

Dean A. Johnson, ASLA
Johnson and Dee

More foreman needed

I read with great interest your article in
the August, 1981 issue of Weeds Trees
& Turf on co-op landscape students.
Being relatively familiar with the pro-
gram at Mississippi and most of the em-
ployers interviewed, I found the com-
ments most interesting. One in particu-
lar struck a nerve, that of Wally
SaBell's, regarding the need for more
two-year programs rather than four-
year programs. We employ graduates
in supervisory and management levels,
but find a great void at the working
foreman and crew leader level. It
would be appreciated if you would
consider doing an article on two-year
Vo-Tech landscape schools or should
you have a list of associates degree
colleges with landscape criterias, I
would appreciate your sending me a
copy or steering me to a source of this
information.

Thank you very much for your assist-
ance and I'll appreciate any help you'll
give me along these lines.

Marshall Muginer, President
Lafayette Nursery Sales
Lafayette, LA

Gypsy Moth Eggs

I enjoy reading Weeds, Trees and Turf
as it helps me keep up-to-date on new
endeavors, materials and ideas in the
tree industry. However, when I see ar-
ticles about subjects that I am familiar
with and find misleading information, I
have to question other articles. I am
referring to your “Gypsy Moth" article.
Gypsy moths don't lay eggs in April and
May (Pages 28 and 34). Also, the para-
graph on page 104 implies that the male
deposits the eggs. I believe you were
referring to a successful mating and the
resultant eggs from that mating.

Robert Partyka

Director of Horticulture, Chemscape



