


A lot of our customers have been wanting a 
mid-sized mower that's built tough to take it, and 
that's highly maneuverable at the same time. 

So our engineers came up with the amazing 
Turfcat. 

It 's amazing because it's absolutely packed with 
features that help you get your medium-sized mowing 
jobs done faster and better than ever. 

First, you have a choice of a 50" or 60" deck. 
(They're interchangeable.) Fully articulated, they 
closely follow ground contours so you get a smooth, 
even cut with practically no scalping. 

Deck design lets you trim close, and also gives 
super clipping dispersion. The deck raises and lowers 
hydraulically for curb climbing and transport. 
And you can adjust cutting height from 1" to 4". 

Then, the three-wheel, wide track design gives the 
Turfcat great stability on slopes. And the foot-operated 
hydrostatic drive lets you steer and maneuver while 
changing speeds or going from forward to reverse. 

How about hill climbing? It's a breeze with the 
power delivered by the husky 18-HP Kohler overhead 
valve engine. And you can expect a long engine 
life filled with good fuel economy. 

Plus, the Turfcat is quiet. All controls are within 
easy reach. And it'might very well be the most 
comfortable riding rotary in the world. 

Ask your Jacobsen distributor for a Turfcat 
demonstration. And have him explain about the many 
fine features that customers want. 

The more you listen to what he has to say, 
the more you'll know we've been listening. 

We hear you 
JACOBSEN 
TEXTRON 

Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc. 
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ARBOTECT 2 0 S 
The strongest Dutch elm disease 

protection you can give a tree. 
ARBOTECT 20-S fungicide helps make it 

possible to save many elm trees that otherwise 
would be lost. 

Injected into the trunk of the tree, ARBOTECT 
builds a barrier against Dutch elm disease inside the 
tree itself. It helps prevent the disease in healthy 
elms, and can often save infected trees if they are 
treated early enough. 

Used along with sanitation, insect control, and 
root graft elimination, ARBOTECT can significantly 
improve the effectiveness of a Dutch elm disease 
control program. 

ARBOTECT differs from other elm fungicides in 
several important ways: 

• It is registered at rates high enough to be 
effective. 

• It is concentrated, requiring much less water for 
injection, so trees can be treated much faster. 

•Thiabendazole, the unique active ingredient 
in ARBOTECT, is highly effective against 

Ceratocystis ulmi, the fungus that causes 
Dutch elm disease. 

• Even though it is more effective and convenient, 
ARBOTECT costs about the same to use as 
other elm fungicides. 
This year, put ARBOTECT to work in your disease 

control program. It's the strongest protection you 
can give an elm against Dutch elm disease. 

Arbotect 
Strong 
protection 
for elms. 

M ^^ Agricultural Products 
B i E Merck & Co, Inc PO Box 2(1» 

Rahway New Jersey 07065 
M E R C K ARBOTECT (thiabendazole)* 
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VIEWPOINT 
Bruce F. Shank, Editor 

Action is needed to stop loss of extension personnel 

Cuts in agricultural extension programs serving the 
Green Industry prove that the message of the 
significance of our industries is not getting to Con-
gress. More than 1,000 extension personnel lose 
their jobs to budget cuts each year and a gloomy 
fiscal 1980 budget will not improve the situation. 

How long are we going to wait until we act, 
make our respresentatives be responsive to our 
needs and to recognize the significance of our 
markets? 

What's the use? Senators and Congressmen 
never see their mail, they just have an aide send a 
form letter telling you how the regulations make 
any improvements impossible. 

Fortunately, in this case, the solution has become 
the responsibility of an Advisory Board, The 
National Agricultural Research and Extension 
Users Advisory Board. The first meeting of this 
Board was announced to the trade press two weeks 
prior to the meeting in Washington April 30, not 
much time to prepare or plan to attend in my opin-
ion. 

There is still a chance for input if we act imme-
diately. The NAREUAB will begin preparation of a 
report to the President and Secretary of Agricul-
ture at a meeting scheduled for July 10. The group 
will submit this report in October and must have it 
completed sometime in September . 

C u r r e n t l y , the B o a r d is m a d e up of 21 
appointees, none of which represent the turf or 
ornamental horticulture industries. There are how-
ever, appointees representing environmental inter-
est groups, agricultural production and nutrition. 
These individuals have strong feelings about their 
industries and will devote their full attention to 
these. Noone is there to represent the Green 
Industries. 

Agricultural lobbyists lack concern for the 
Green Industries. The USDA is made up of hard 
core agricultural personnel who got their education 
at Land Grant Colleges, few, if any in ornamental 
horticulture or turf management. They seem to 
overlook the non-food markets when policy deci-
sions are being considered. 

The Green Industries can't rely on the farmer 
for protecting their extension service helpers. Our 
associations must quickly make direct contact with 
the Advisory Board to represent our interests 
during the priority setting sessions. 

The person to contact is James Meyers, Ex-
ecutive Secretary, National Agricultural Research 
and Extension Users Advisory Board, Room 349-A, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 
20250, 202/447-3684. The USDA Information Off ice 
has assigned Howard Hass to cover the Board full 
time. He can be contacted at 202/447-2863. 

Input from landscape contractors, nurserymen, 
arborists, golf course superintendents, irrigation 
contractors, and reclamation supervisors is essen-

tial to avoid further cutbacks in ornamental and 
turf programs through extension. 

Currently, the President's budget is $40 million 
beneath the amount conservatively proposed by 
the National Association of County Agricultural 
Agents. Its figures were based upon a 7 percent in-
flation rate, far below the actual 14 percent rate. 

The President has proposed a reduction in both 
extension and research budgets in 1980 from 1979. 
Maintaining current levels would have required 
cutbacks because of inflation. A reduction will 
mean severe cutbacks in extension and research 
services. The President has proposed a serious 
near elimination of the programs for agricultural 
teaching and education. This translates into 600 lost 
teaching jobs and a severe reduction in training of 
future educators for agricultural sciences. 

Urban Forestry programs, an effort to replace 
lost vegetation in urban areas, is listed as the 
lowest priority for extension. Before it comes main-
tenance of current programs, restoration of pro-
grams cut by the President, and nutrition research. 

We all realize that to balance the budget some 
things have to be cut. But the President is cutting 
his own budget to pieces if he discontinues pro-
grams which result in more tax revenue through in-
creased output. 

Extension and research are some of the few pro-
grams in government that provide a return on 
investment. Measuring the return is difficult and 
therefore disregarded by policy makers. Further-
more, they never will be inclined to measure 
return until they are encouraged by voters to do so. 

A single vote may seem insignificant, but thou-
sands make representatives take notice. The Green 
Industries must use the power of the vote to make 
their message heard, now, and with permanent 
reinforcement. 

I think most of us, including this magazine, have 
neglected what goes on in Washington. Apathy 
some call it, or avoiding the complex and unplea-
sant things in life. This negligence could cost us in 
jobs and growth in the future if we don't act now. 

Weeds Trees & Turf will strive to uncover and 
pass on more government news in the future. We 
will arrange and publish interviews with key of-
ficials affecting the Green Industries. We will 
publish news about association efforts in Washing-
ton. 

Hopefully, with this material in your hands, you 
and 45,000 other readers can have an influence on 
government by knowledgeable reaction to policies 
that affect your business. WTT 



Now, a revolutionary irrigation 
controller that gives you unmatched 

flexibility and accuracy. 
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Johns-Manville 

Another way J-M Buckner® 
Waterscaping helps you 

keep things green. 

Waterscaping: Total Irrigation Capability. 
With increasingly elaborate landscape designs and 

constant changes in the weather, irrigation is no 
longer a mechanical function. Johns-Manville takes 

the next step... Waterscaping. It's more than 
controllers, valves and sprinklers that simply move 

water. It's the total scope of uniform irrigation as it's 
needed... from research to product design to field 
performance. Waterscaping is everything you need. 

Behind It All: Experience, Research 
and Testing. 
At our computerized testing 
facility in Fresno, we research, 
test and refine all the parts of 
Buckner systems to develop 

components that will provide 
uniform water application and 

perform according to our published 
performance data. The components 

we test come directly off the assembly line. 

One Company That Has It All. 
Working with our nationwide network of trained distributors, 
J-M Buckner has a broad range of products and services to meet 
virtually any irrigation need. To learn more about Waterscaping 
(technical information, planning assistance or quality irrigation 
system components), contact your J-M Buckner Distributor or 
Vince Nolletti, P.O. Box 232, Fresno, CA 93708, (209) 442-8511. 

J-M Buckner is first to offer you 
dependable, solid-state microelectronics 

in an irrigation controller. 
It's our KCS line for golf course, 
commercial, agricultural and 
residential applications. They're 
as easy to operate as a pocket 
calculator. Twelve or twenty-four 
individual circuits and four 14-day 
schedules are accurate to a 
fraction of a second. KCS 
totals daily watering time, 
allows skipping up to nine 
days, has both automatic 
and manual syringe cycles and many more unique 
features. It's designed for accurate, reliable 
performance to save you time and money. 





HIRE 
THE IHSECTICIDE 
THAT LIKES TO 

WORK OVERTIME. 

• T r a d e m a r k ol T h e D o w C h e m i c a l C o m p a n y | B f « V D O W C H E M I C A L U . S . A . 

DURSBAN* brand 
insecticides provide un-
surpassed residual con-
trol of cutworms, chinch 
bugs, sod webworms, and a dozen 
other turf pests. Both DURSBAN 
E Insecticide and 
ouble-strength 

DURSBAN 4E 
nsecticide keep 
orking a lot 

onger than 
other turf insec-
ticides. This residual 
action saves you time, 
rips, and labor, 
t also saves you 
noney. In fact, 

DURSBAN insecti-
cides cost less 

than most other turf 
insecticides. 

Ask your supplier for the turf insec-
ticide that works over-

time for you. Get 
DURSBAN 2E 
Insecticide or 

double-strength 
DURSBAN 4E 

Insecticide. Just be 
sure to read and follow 
all label directions and 

precautions. Agricul-
tural Products Depart-

ment, Midland, 
Michigan 48640. 



Does the 3-point hitch on your 
tractor offer this much? 
John Deere's 3-point hitch system has features 
that are unequaled on other utility tractors. 

Our Load-and-Depth Control system pro-
vides a variety of draft settings that let you adjust 
sensitivity of the hitch. The system reacts quickly 
and automatically to load variations because 
sensing is done through the draft links. You get 
the best possible performance from rear blades, 
rakes, scarifiers and other specialized tools. 

A vertical float position allows gauge-wheel-
equipped tools to follow the contour of the ground 
without scalping—important for good work with 
mowers. 

Adjustable sway blocks handle Category 1 or 
2 tools and can be positioned for sway or no sway. 

That's only the beginning. The good news 
continues on forward through power take-off 
options, variable tread widths, and tire choices, 
for example. Ask your John Deere dealer to 
show you what he can offer you in John Deere 
Utility Tractors, equipment, and after-sale 
support. John Deere, Moline, Illinois 61265. 

Circle 106 on free information card 

Leveling 3-point-mounted tools is easy 
using the hand cranks located on the lift 
link and right draft link. 

JOHN DEERE on the move 


