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Flfter 54 years:
We're stillthe ONE™

* 54 years in the manufacturing of Irrigation Equipment
* Originators of the first Automatic Controller for irrigation
systems ¢ Pioneers in Electric and Hydraulic Brass Valves

* Manufacturers of quality, reliable brass Impact and Spray-
head Sprinklers
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Diazinon is labeled for
How many will you

Diazinon"” not only controls, label in the business.
but is labeled for more turf insects You'll count 24 turf insects in
than any other turf insecticide. all. Including white grubs, sod

Just take a look, it’s the biggest webworms, cutworms, chinch bugs,
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every insect on this page.
face this season?

armyworms and ants. business to work for you.
This season, be sure to ask your Ciba-Geigy, Ag. Div., Box
local supplier for Diazinon. 11422, Greensboro, NC 27409
And put the biggestlabel in the Diazinon by CIBA-GEIGY
The biggest label in the business.
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On February 15, 1978 a national turf-
grass federation was created after
unanimous approval by individuals
who have devoted their lives to the
advancement of the various seg-
ments of the turf industry. Fred
Grau, Tom Mascaro, Jim Watson, Bill
Lyons, Gene Nutter and many other
headliners of the turfgrass industry

VIEWPOINT

voted for creation of the federation.

Weeds Trees & Turf was there
and also pledged support to this
group and its intended purpose. We
hope the bylaws of the new group
will assure a cooperative relation-
ship with existing associations and
dissolve any personal allegiances of
some of the founders.

Applying engineering designs which “"Sound Conditioned™ our industrial scrap
reduction machinery, Mitts & Merrill can modify our brush chippers for low noise
levels. At the same time, those engineering features which have made Mitts &
Merrill the leader for years have been retained.

*Copyright Mitts & Merrill, Inc

o
Staggered knife pattern, for years a Mitts
& Merrill feature, has always resulted in
a lower noise level. First, by segmenting
the noise source. Second, through
smoother cutting action. Third, by pro-
ducing smaller chips.

1973, 1974, 1975. All rights reserved

A

Optional torque converters and the heavi-
est steel cylinder — even without an
external flywheel — combine to give
positive cutting action under the most
rugged conditions. Isolates the engine
from shock. Minimizes maintenance.

Plus « Positive safety-lock pin for greater operator safety ® Swing-away, folding feed chute
protects cutting chamber; allows instant access and increases maneuverability ® Heavy
duty construction includes coil spring, torsion-type suspension, and box tubular steel frame.

mitts & merrﬂl.

Dept. WTT 52, 109 McCoskry St., Saginaw, Michigan 48601
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More people will support the
new group when they believe it has
no intentions other than to help all
associations and all interests in turf.
This should be one of the federa-
tion’s first goals. It is essentially a
public relations factor that can spell
success or failure at this early stage.

All trade magazines must be fed
as much information as possible
about the new group. All regional
turf associations hopefully will sup-
port the cause, after making their
own judgment as to the value of the
group. Large associations, such as
the American Association of
Nurserymen and the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of
America, should assign committees
immediately to study the new
federation and make official deci-
sions. They should let their members
know in their publications and
newsletters when a decision is
reached.

The concept of the federation is
extremely worthwhile and
honorable. It is the way in which the
federation was promoted in the last
six months that represents the pri-
mary threat to its existence.

Initially, the group had almost a
“property of” stamp on it by another
publisher in the turfgrass field. Two
meetings were held prior to the
GCSAA show with no motion for
creation for this and other reasons.
In San Antonio, this individual took
a different, less noticeable role and
the creation was approved. What is
sad in a way is that this person truly
deserves respect for his efforts but
for personal benefit nearly lost all
recognition.

The “property of'" stamp must be
completely erased in the future. If
Brantwood Publications becomes the
official newsletter of the federation
the total value of the group will be
lost and the things it could achieve
will be hindered by in-fighting and
bad public relations.

Lou Greco has a tough job ahead
as president. He has volunteered his
own time and money and shows
strong leadership skills.

Perhaps the factor assuring
success the most is the bylaw com-
mittee of Dr. Grau, Jim Watson, Jim
Beard and Tom Mascaro. They know
what's needed and they have the
wisdom to avoid any further
confrontations.

BRUCEF. SHANK Editor



Our new HUSTLER WorkMates are better than
any HUSTLER you've ever seen, or we've ever
built.

They'll out-hustle any out-front mower any time,
any place. Dual hydrostatics direct to drive wheels
let them perform maneuvers you wouldn't think
possible from a 72" or 54" mower.

What's more, using HUSTLER WorkMated at-
tachments, they'll do it all year long. On grass,
snow, walks or drives.

HUSTLER 275 or 285. Best tractor we've ever
built! Improved from engine to deck with new
safety features and modifications. Together with

proven HUSTLER hydraulic power steering, they

operate easier, for superior results.

L EXCEL INDUSTRIES, INC./ Box 727 / Hesston, Kansas 67062 / (316) 327-4911 / (800) 835-3260

HUSTLER WorkMates"
There’s a difference:
they just plain out-hustle all the rest.

Crews are crazy about HUSTLER's broken-
field running...the way it maneuvers around trees
and bushes that slow down ordinary mowers. The
biggest problem supers have with their crews is
settling the arguments over who gets to operate
the HUSTLER, when there's a choice of
machines!

Watch for a field demo, or write for literature
and Distributor's name. Or call toll-free (800)
835-3260. In Kansas or Canada, call collect (316)
327-4911. For GSA contract, GS-07S-02441; for
HUD, OAH(CO)m 2297. HUSTLER turf and
groundskeeping equipment by Excel Industries,
Inc., Box 727, Hesston, KS 67062.

Turf Equupment

There’s a difference!
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GREEN WITH BROAD
SPECTRUM TOUGH
CONTROLS FROM
MALLINCKRODT.

Broadleaf weeds?. ..
they're fair game for
Mallinckrodt’s TREX-SAN.
It clobbers 35 varieties with
3 way synergistic action.

Yet, it’s safe to use.

Grassy weeds get the
same treatment, pre-

X emergence, with PRE-SAN.

It's safe for use on
greens, with an application
rate that makes it affordable
for fairways.

And with Mallinckrodt’s
PO-SAN method of control,
you don't have to choose
between Poa and a barren
fairway.

Get tough about weeds.

Mallinckrodt has been
doing it for years.

FROM THE GREEN GROUP AT

N w

MALLINCKRODT, INC.
ST. LOUIS

JERSEY CITY

LOS ANGELES

/) B %\ » Circle 136 on free information card
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My question or commentis. ..

Weeds Trees and Turf is glad to answer your questions or publish your comments on
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You can't call them neglected, yet it
seems they are taking a back seat.
Perhaps by default the vast majority
of professionals working in the park
and large area grounds manage-
ment field seem to consistently come
in second.

First, despite the fact that there
are many more thousands of grounds
managers outside golf than in it, turf
research still seems orientated to-
ward the golf superintendent (and
the home- owner) almost entirely.
There is a good reason why firms
underwriting research, angle grants
in that direction — a lot of money is
spent by these two groups. In the
case of the golf superintendents,
they are a well organized “lobby”
for their needs in turf. We can't fault
this. It is exactly what they should be
doing, but perhaps more balance is
needed.

The thousands of others in parks
and grounds need the best their
budgets can buy. For instance, ag-
gressive varieties which can make it
without a lot of water, or more vari-
eties resistant to the perils of the city
— salt, smog, being badly trampled.
And have we given up on growth re-
tardants?

Secondly, in our view, both the
park and grounds managers are
highly trained professionals. This is
not the view of the public. Budgets
often put them at the bottom, many
times with severe cuts from the
committees who should know the
vital roles they play. The public feels
that their principal function is to cut
grass and dispose of refuse.

In the past, many department
heads then started at the bottom and
hung on until seniority brought them
the top job. No more. Your typical
park or campus administrator is a
true professional with four to six or
more years of college level training,
plus experience. The problem is an
individual one which each adminis-
trator must solve.

Public relations is the key. Most
administrators rate it low in pri-
ority, but the ones who have done a
good job of it, have achieved profes-
sional status. Good relations with the
local press, a record of articles pub-
lished, awards won, talks presented
at state and national conferences all
show the professional training and

result in raises, promotion and good

LETTERS

budgets for the department.

We'd like to see more expertise
on the part of the park administra-
tor and a high priority put on “im-
age.” It would benefit parks. The

same goes for campus and other
grounds managers.

Erik Madisen, Jr.
Editor, Park Maintenance

Vertifiers and Aerifiers

MC-5C Vertifier

Fast, straight-in, straight-out
coring. Core catcher. High
speed. Minimum surface
disturbance. Hydraulic lift for
easy maneuvering.

TM-140 Aerifier ®

JR-3 Aerifier®

Self-propelled aerifier for greens and
general purpose. Fast, maneuverable,
low maintenance. Scoops out small,
pear-shaped, loose-walled cavities to
admit air, water, and fertilizer

to grass roots.

Easiest, fastest, most maintenance free aerifier. Built-in weight
racks. Rigid frame construction. Aerifying spoons or double-point
diamond slicing blades available for double duty. Patented
Flexi-press springs fit over spoons to prevent turf tearing. Models
for 3-point hitch or pull-behind, hydraulic lift.

Ask your Hahn Distributor about other Hahn Turf Products.

1625 N. Garvin, Evansville, Indiana 47711
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Contractors gather for Orlando meeting

The 1978 Annual Meeting of the
Associated Landscape Contractors of
America attracted a total of 653 land-
scape contractors from across the
U.S. and from England, Canada and
Scotland. The five day program was
held January 29 through February 3
in Orlando, Florida.

Dr. Alex Mackenzie conducted
the keynote session on time manage-
ment. His opening remarks led to the
decision that time management is a
misnomer, that time cannot be
changed, but rather it is a matter of
self management to make the most of
the time that is available.

E. Gray Payne discussed ac-
counting, a key element to any
business, on Tuesday morning. Tues-
day afternoon, the exhibit hall
opened. Many favorable comments
were heard from exhibitors on the
fact that the exhibit hall was open
only one afternoon, and that it was
well attended by the ALCA mem-
bers. Exhibitors complain because,

often they spend three or four days
at a show and everyone has seen it
by the second day, with the third or
fourth being sparsely attended.

The membership meeting was
held Wednesday, with new officers
being elected. The 1978 ALCA pro-
gram was presented at that time.

The environmental Improvement
awards were presented Wednesday
afternoon. Mrs. Rosalynn Carter
sent a telegram to Jim Gibbs
congratulating ALCA for encourag-
ing awareness of the importance of
individual and community efforts to
protect and enhance our environ-
ment.

The meeting split into con-
current specialty sessions on Thurs-
day. Sessions on maintenance,
interiorscaping, and erosion control
gave members an opportunity to
determine innovations in their
special interest. The sessions con-
tinued Friday morning, concluding a
well attended ALCA meeting.

TURF

National federation is born in Texas

With cautious optimism a group
of industry leaders endorsed the
creation of a national turfgrass
“federation’ during the Inter-
national Turfgrass Conference spon-
sored by the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America in
San Antonio, Tx., Feb. 12-17.

A temporary slate of officers and
a committee to write a set of bylaws
were chosen during the breakfast
meeting.

The original idea of a national
turfgrass federation is attributed to
Dr. Fred Grau who made the motion
for creation and consequently put
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his idea of 1953 into action in 1978.
Richard Morey, publisher of Brant-
wood Publications, and Dr. Richard
Duble, a Texas A&M researcher, are
credited for making this latest and
presently successful push for a
national body to represent turf inter-
ests.

The desire is to make the
organization resemble the Council
on Agricultural Science and
Technology, (CAST), a relatively
successful and non-competitive
organization representing agricul-
ture. Without actually lobbying,
CAST gathers data and polls in-
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Mr. Nelson Monical was recognized by the
Ohio Turfgrass Foundation as “Man of the
Year” for 1977 for his many years of ser-

vice to the turfgrass ind n Ohio. OTF
president Lou Greco (left) made the
presentation.

dustry leaders regarding topics of
critical interest to agriculture. As a
result, government officials consult
CAST before making decisions on
agricultural issues.

Dr. James Beard, well-known
author and Texas A&M professor,
cautioned the organizers of the
federation against taking any kind of
competitive stance with other in-
dustry associations. Beard recom-
mended the name of council rather
than federation for this purpose.
“The group needs to have a total in-
dustry scope and must not threaten
the vested interests of other groups,”
Beard said.

James Watson of Toro seconded
Dr. Grau's motion for creation and
was named to the bylaw committee
along with Grau, Beard, and Tom
Mascaro. The committee will deter-
mine how the federation will be fun-
ded.

The officers chosen are Lou
Greco-president; Gene Nutter-vice
president; and Richard Duble-
secretary-treasurer.



