
USS Vertagreen... 
For the best, 
see the best! 

For professional turf products 
you just can't beat the Vertagreen 
lineup. And this complete array 
didn't just happen. It's the result 
of many years of experience, 
testing and proven use—designed 
and formulated to meet every 
need and contingency. 

USS Vertagreen products 
contain those extra pluses that 
separate them from ordinary turf 
fertilizers —like urea-formaldehyde 

for sustained, long-term nitrogen 
release. There's potassium sulfate 
to provide needed sulfur for lush 
growth and a dark healthy color. 
And iron is available in chelated 
and fritted form. Add a complete 
guarantee of secondary and 
micro-nutrients and you have turf 
products that are second to none. 

And backing this line of Verta-
green products are the best turf 

teams in the business —your local 
Vertagreen distributor and a 
Vertagreen turf specialist The 
two work together to help plan 
your tailor-made turf program 
and keep it running smoothly. 
And that makes it easy for you 
because when you want the best 
you just have to see the best — 
and that's your local Vertagreen 
distributor. 

Best Products! / Best People! 
Agri-Chemicals 
Division of United States Steel 
PO Box 1685 Atlanta Ga 30301 
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TO OUR READERS 

I have always had the feeling that climatic 
variations, regional problems and techniques 

were minimal differences when compared to the 
common goals and interests of the Green Industry. 
But this morning I'm not so sure. I'm having a 
hard time relating to those of you who live and 
work in the Sun-Belt. 

We have been putting together this issue of 
WEEDS T R E E S & T U R F in record cold. Last 
night the temperature dropped to 21 below and the 
expected high today is zero. 

Schools have closed, some industries have shut 
down temporarily because of natural gas curtail-
ments. The snow crackles as you walk. Hands and 
face go numb as you wait for the car heater to 
warm up. But this is our deadline week and neither 
sleet nor rain. . . . 

This month 's cover says it all — our Green 
Industry as it is today. The illustration was 

done by talented Cleveland artist Sam Capuano. If 
you look careful ly you' l l see golf courses, 
cemeteries, schools, parks, rights-of-way areas, 
airports, utilities, the whole gamut. And our 
February issue practically covers the whole gamut 
of professional applications. 

First, we take a hard look at the specialty fer-
tilizer market today. In Washington, Don Collins, 
vp for the Fertilizer Institute, told me the future 
looks good for the specialty fertilizer industry. As 
turf managers become more sophisticated they are 
demanding better fertilizers and getting them. But 
he does see possible problems in the areas of supp-
ly. See story on page 32. 

Speaking of fertilizer you'll want to read Roger 
Brown's outstanding article on blended versus 
granulated on page 24. Brown told W E E D S 
T R E E S & T U R F : "I 've been connected with the 
turf chemical and fertilizer industry for 25 years. 
I've been employed by fertilizer manufacturers on 
both sides of the fence and there is considerable 
confusion. I believe this article will help many pro-
fessional turf people make a fair judgement ." 

When it comes to the pesticide market, George 

Kozelnicky of the University of Georgia is the 
man to know. He tells us he thinks of pesticides as 
plant protectants. On page 42 he gives some prac-
tical advice on how to save money with pro-
tectants. 

Last month we told you about the most 
successful Ohio Turfgrass Conference. One 

featured speaker was Dr. Harry Niemczyk of the 
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center who presented some enlightening informa-
tion on thatch. He graciously agreed to prepare 
this information and more for W E E D S T R E E S & 
T U R F . Some major new developments have taken 
place in the area of thatch as a barrier to insecti-
cide effectiveness. But find out for yourself on 
page 16. 

Our market looks strong and ever-changing, 
but this adds to the excitement. The best thing 

I've read this month about the future is the Crystal 
Ball Committee Report of the American Land-
scape Con t r ac to r s Associa t ion . The repor t 
predicts the emergence of the Environmental land-
scaper, who will handle the big jobs resulting from 
ever-increasing regulations to protect the environ-
ment . . . mining revegetation, rights-of-way main-
tenance work . . . The report is mentioned in our 
Industry News on page 12. It's well worth the in-
vestment. 

Things are looking brighter now that I write 
about the positive aspects of the business. The 
snows will melt, the ground will thaw and hope-
fully we cold-weather dwellers will survive for spr-
ing, the season of lawn care specialists. But that 's 
another story and one we'll cover in full in March. 



THE EZ-GO 
MAINTENANCE 

MACHINE 
Here's why the rug-
ged E-Z-GO GT-7 
Truck is a vital part 
of any efficient main-
tenance system. 

The GT-7's 
large 50 cubic inch 
gasoline air-cooled 
engine can carry a 
1500 pound pay-
load up to 30 mph. 
With this flexible 
maintenance 
machine and aux-
iliary equipment, you can haul, mow, 
spray, and spread. The dump body 
is up to 30% larger than most other 
three wheel turf vehicles. 

The GT-7's all steel body tackles 
the tough jobs, longer. It's engi-

neered to handle 
smoothly, comfort-
ably, carrying two 
big men up front. 
Accessories include 
PTO and an hy-
draulic dump. 

Whatever the 
work, on golf 
courses or on cam-
pus, in parks or in 
industry, the E-Z-
GO GT-7 Truck is 
a versatile compo-

nent to a modern maintenance pro-
gram. Today, when more than ever 
people are searching for value, 
E-Z-GO makes good sense. 

Write for GT-7 specifications. 
Today. Circle 135 on free information card 

E-Z-GO 
TEXTRON 

Polaris E-Z-Go Division of Textron Inc. 
P.O. Box 388, Augusta, Georgia 30903 



Slowly and evenly-month after 
month-IBDU time capsules and 
PAR EX fertilizers release just 
enough nutrients to keep turf 
green and hardy. Pound for pound 
your best value in turf nutrition. 

IBDU is a water insoluble nitrogen 
source that is activated very slowly by 
soil moisture. Not by soil bacteria. IBDU 
releases at a slow, even rate that can't 
be hurried by high temperatures. 
And it continues this slow release 
even when temperatures approach 
freezing. So turf goes into winter 

IBDU'and PAR EX" Fertilizers 

Is 
Good 
For 
Turf 



with a thick, green carpet. Starts out 
next spring with a fast, early greenup. 
PAR EX fertilizer mixes are custom 
formulated for the correct balance of 
water soluble nitrogen, water 
insoluble nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium and trace elements for 
your specific turfgrass needs. 

With IBDU and PAR EX fertilizers, you 
can provide the most complete, balanced 
nutrition available for turf and ornamentals 
in a slow release fertilizer. 
Contact your 
PAR EX 
distributor 
or call us. 
312/431-2509 S w i f t A g r i c u l t u r a l C h e m i c a l s C o r p o r a t i o n 

C h i c a g o , I l l inois 6 0 6 0 4 

P R O F E S S I O N A L P R O D U C T S 



A case involving i n f e r i o r grass seed w h i c h w a s c a l l e d to federal a t t e n t i o n be-

g i n n i n g in 1971 by M a r y l a n d T u r f and Seed o f f i c i a l s has been s e t t l e d in an 111 i no i s 

U . S . District C o u r t . 

M a u r i c e H . D a y , Chief o f the M a r y l a n d D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e ' s T u r f and Seed 

R e g u l a t o r y S e c t i o n , says that the S e a b o a r d Seed Company o f B r i s t o n , I l l i n o i s , paid 

a $2,750 s e t t l e m e n t to e n d the case w h i c h w a s b r o u g h t a g a i n s t it by USDA's Agri-

c u l t u r a l M a r k e t i n g S e r v i c e . 

Ray B r u s h , o f the A m e r i c a n A s s o c i a t i o n of N u r s e r y m e n , spent 8 hours on the wit-

ness stand d e f e n d i n g n u r s e r y uses o f c h l o r d a n e and h e p t a c h l o r in t e s t i m o n y at pesti-

cide c a n c e l l a t i o n h e a r i n g s c o n v e n e d by the E n v i r o n m e n t a l Defense F u n d . 

A t t o r n e y s for V e l s i c o l Chemical and the United States D e p a r t m e n t o f A g r i c u l t u r e 

aided B r u s h in p r e p a r i n g his t e s t i m o n y . The h e a r i n g s have not been c o m p l e t e d . 

Responding to a v o l u n t a r y request from H o o k e r C h e m i c a l s and P l a s t i c s C o r p . o f 

New Y o r k , the EPA has p r o p o s e d to o f f i c i a l l y e n d all U . S . sale o f a c h e m i c a l com-

pound ca11ed BHC o r b e n z e n e h e x a c h l o r i d e w h i c h is c o m m o n used in m a k i n g p e s t i c i d e 

p r o d u c t s . 

H o o k e r requested the EPA sales p r o h i b i t i o n , t e c h n i c a l l y c a l l e d a c a n c e l l a t i o n 

of r e g i s t r a t i o n , in S e p t e m b e r 1976 a f t e r learning that EPA w a s e v a l u a t i n g BHC's en-

v i r o n m e n t a l and human h e a l t h e f f e c t s . H o o k e r said it had a c t u a l l y s t o p p e d m a k i n g 

the BHC p e s t i c i d e i n g r e d i e n t , known as " t e c h n i c a l g r a d e " m a t e r i a l , A m o n t h s e a r l i e r . 

OSHA has revised its d i r e c t i v e c o n c e r n i n g m e t h o d s o f g u a r d i n g w o r k e r s f r o m phys-

ical c o n t a c t w i t h the point o f o p e r a t i o n o f p o w e r press b r a k e s . (A point of oper-

a t i o n is the area o f a m a c h i n e w h e r e w o r k is a c t u a l l y p e r f o r m e d upon the m a t e r i a l 

being p r o c e s s e d . ) 

OSHA requires use o f g u a r d i n g d e v i c e s to p r e v e n t a w o r k e r from having any part 

o f his b o d y in the point o f o p e r a t i o n w h i l e the m a c h i n e is r u n n i n g . W h e n g u a r d i n g 

d e v i c e s c a n n o t be i n s t a l l e d , a l t e r n a t e p r o t e c t i v e m e a s u r e s must be u s e d . Such al-

t e r n a t e m e a s u r e s include m e t h o d s o f keeping the w o r k e r at a safe d i s t a n c e f r o m the 

point o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h e EPA has issued a list o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p e s t i c i d e s that are c a n d i d a t e s for 

restricted use o n l y by farmers and o t h e r s that have shown they can safely h a n d l e and 

a p p l y t h e m . 

U n d e r the 1972 Federal p e s t i c i d e s l a w , the a p p l i c a t i o n o f r e s t r i c t e d use pesti-

cides w i l l be limited o n l y to c e r t i f i e d a p p l i c a t o r s o r p e r s o n s w o r k i n g u n d e r t h e i r 

s u p e r v i s i o n . This p r o g r a m w i l l take e f f e c t on O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1 9 7 7 . 

A p r o p o s e d job h e a l t h s t a n d a r d that w o u l d reduce w o r k e r e x p o s u r e to c o t t o n dust 

has been a n n o u n c e d by O S H A . OSHA a l s o a n n o u n c e d that a p u b l i c h e a r i n g on the pro-

posal w i l l begin A p r i l 5 , 1977» 

The p r o p o s a l w o u l d reduce the present OSHA s t a n d a r d (1,000 m i c r o g r a m s o f total 

dust p e r c u b i c m e t e r o f a i r ) to 200 m i c r o g r a m s o f r e s p i r a b i e dust per c u b i c m e t e r 

o f a i r m e a s u r e d by a v e r t i c a l e l u t r i a t o r . R e s p i r a b i e dust is p r o p o s e d as the m e a s u r e 

since l a r g e r , n o n - r e s p i r a b i e dust p a r t i c l e s are not thought to be h a r m f u l . 
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FOR MICKEY MANTLE AND WHITEY FORD, 
IT'S "A WHOLE NEW BALL GAME"... 

( U . S . P l a n t P a t e n t N o . 3 1 5 0 ) 

... now, more than ever, 
THE 

"NAME OF THE GAME" 
IN TURF. 

P h o t o g r a p h y at M c G O V E R N S O D F A R M S , M e l v i l l e , N .Y . 

RATED OUTSTANDING FOR OVERALL PERFORMANCE 
. . . IN YEARS OF UNIVERSITY TESTING 

. . . IN ACTUAL USE BY PEOPLE WHO KNOW GREAT GRASS, 
GROW GREAT GRASS and DEMAND GREAT GRASS. 

• DARKER GREEN COLOR THE ENTIRE GROWING SEASON 
• EXCELLENT DENSITY • GOOD DISEASE RESISTANCE 

• TOLERANCE TO MODERATELY CLOSE MOWING 

IF YOUR "GAME" IS GRASS...BE A WINNER 
LIKE MICKEY AND WHITEY. USE "ADELPHI". 

"ADELPHI" HAS BEEN CHOSEN by the Plant 
Variety Protection Office, U.S.D.A., AS A 
STANDARD FOR DARK GREEN COLOR to which 
all bluegrasses applying for plant protection 
will be compared for color classification. 

(Use of this statement does not indicate any 
approval or recommendation of Adelphi by the U.S.D.A.) 

Canadian Inquiries: National-NK Seeds Ltd., Box 485. Kitchener, Ont. 

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

J & L ADIKES, Inc. 
Jamaica, N.Y. 11423 

JONATHAN GREEN & SONS 
Farmingdale, N.J. 07727 

NORTHRUP, KING & CO., Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55413 

VAUGHAN-JACKLIN CORP. 
Bound Brook, N.J 08805 • Downers Grove. III. 60515 

• Rothwell Seeds Ltd., Box 511, Lindsay, Ont. 
Other International Inquiries: Northrup, King & Co., Inc., Minneapolis, Minn. 55413 

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS 




