
"I don't believe in heavy feeding, and that seems to 
suit Baron just fine. I never use more than three 
pounds of nitrogen per 1000 square feet per annum. 
Baron doesn't seem to need those high nitrogen 
applications that some people are using on blue-
grass. And, less fertilizer means less fungus and 
thatch. . .1 like that." 

" W e have a t rad i t i on to 
u p h o l d here at M e r i o n and , 
b y g o l l y I ' m g o i n g to m a k e 
sure we use n o t h i n g b u t 
the best. B a r o n K e n t u c k y 
B luegrass b e l o n g s here at 
M e r i o n . " 

" I u sed to have m u c h m o r e i 
thatch before I s tarted u s i n g ' 
B a r o n . A n d it c o m e s up fast t o o . 
1 cut - in B a r o n a n d it ge rmina tes 
in 10 d a y s . . . one ha l f the 
n o r m a l t i m e . " R i c h d i scusses 
B a r o n ' s o u i c k g r o w t h w i t h Peter 
L o f t a n a A n d y S w e e n e y , loca l 
suppl ier . 

" M e r i o n has lots o f h i l l s ides a n d s lopes . . . here's where 
B a r o n real ly s tands ou t . W e use a J a c o b s e n Seeder a n d cu t 
seed i n to the soi l . Y o u have to p l an t grass seed . . . y o u can ' t 
jus t t h r o w it o n the g r o u n d . T h e o n l y 
place I d o n ' t use B a r o n is o n the tees a n d 
greens, w h i c h are ben t g ra s s . " 

Richard Valent ine , Golf Course S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 1 

at Merion Gol f Club, Ardmore , Pa. is the s econd 
super intendent in Merion's f a m o u s 79-year his- I 
tory , succeeding his father, J o s e p h , w h o held ! 
the pos i t ion f o r 3 4 years. 1 

" W e cut o u r f a i r w a y s to 
one i nch all year l ong . 
D u r i n g o u r regular Fa l l re-
n o v a t i o n p r o g r a m o n ap-
proaches a n d dr ive areas, 
we use a m i x t u r e o f f ive 
b luegrasses . . . 7 5 % o f that 
m ix tu re has been B a r o n . 
We ' l l use the s a m e m i x t u r e 
nex t F a l l . " 

" I ' v e used B a r o n fo r f o u r 
years o n all m y f a i rway s 
a n d u p to th i s date 1 
haven ' t h a d o n e case o f 
h e l m i n t h o s p o r i u m . B a r o n 
s tays greener d u r i n g the 
co l d m o n t h s a n d br i ghtens 
u p fast in the S p r i n g . " 


