The census should determine the
following:

A. The severity of tree ills and
those problems of immediate con-
cern.

B. The manpower and equip-
ment necessary for an effective
program.

C. The money required.

D. The suitability of tree spe-
cies planted or to be planted.

2. Develop a Master Highway Tree

Plan

This plan should integrate eco-
nomic, aesthetic and ecological real-
ities to form a practical program of
landscape design. It should also de-
velop immediate, intermediate and
long range goals which are flexible
enough to change if necessary.

3. Maintain Mulch Around Trees

A mulch around highway trees
creates biological conditions which
favor healthy growth.

All leaves, wood chips, grass clip-
pings, and other suitable organic
matter should be composted for use
in the planting and maintenance of
highway trees.

5. Establish a Program for Aerating
and Adding Organic Matter to
the Soil.

Highway trees should be fed each
three or four years if maximum
vigor is to be maintained. Where
feasible, a combined operation of
aerating and adding organic matter
using a power-driven coring aera-
tor is recommended.

Establish the following feeding
priorities:

A. Trees that have been weak-
ened by insect or disease attack.
B. Trees showing poor growth.

6. Establish a Three-Year Pruning

Cycle.

A three-year pruning cycle should
be the longest period allowed be-
tween prunings if highway trees
are to endure the rigors of their
environment. If this is a shorter
period than usually allotted, it must
be remembered that this will re-
quire less man hours and thus will
be lower in cost.

7. Establish a Realistic Tree Re-
moval Policy and Program.
The program should remove the
following:
A. Dead and/or dying trees.
B. Unsightly trees which have
no chance for future development.
C. Trees that represent poten-
tial hazard due to growth habit,
structural weakness or internal
decay.
D. Trees that have outgrown
available space.
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8. Water Trees During Period of
Drought.

Priority should be given to trees
planted within the past three years
and water should be injected into
the soil if possible.

9. Expand the Program for Con-
trolling Insects and Disease.

Spray programs should not only
be aimed at a specific pest or dis-
ease that threatens highway trees
yearly, but should also be able to
control sudden outbreaks of infesta-
tion. Since this might result in work
loads beyond the capacity of exist-

ing crews, the following should be
considered:

A. Rent additional spray equip-
ment for short periods.

B. Contract some of the work
with qualified tree expert com-
panies.

C. Evaluate new methods and
techniques such as application by
helicopter.

Ii we fail to follow through with
these programs for the maintenance
of our highway trees, we could
eventually be left with highways
resembling a concrete and asphalt
wasteland.

For...

Staggered knife pattern for smoother cutting
action. Mounted on an all-steel cylinder that, even
without an external flywheel, is heaviest in the
industry. Each cylinder revolution gives more
cuts, produces smaller chips of uniform size.
Self-adjusting knives are reversible; give twice
the service between sharpening.

Plus...

Mitts & Merrill
Brush Ghippers

better design...
more efficiency

For more than 115 years Mitts & Merrill has been making specialized machinery for industry.
A major part of our business is equipment to reduce scrap and waste. This experience is
incorporated into design features on our brush chippers that result in higher efficiency and
longer, trouble-free service for you. Only Mitts & Merrill brush chippers offer features like these:

Optional torque converter isolates engine and
transmission from cutting shock to minimize
maintenance. Makes operation virtually fully
automatic; increases operator productive time.
Available on all models.

o Positive safety-lock pin for greater operator safety ® Swing-away, folding feed chute
protects cutting chamber; allows instant access and increases maneuverability ® Heavy
duty construction includes coil spring, torsion-type suspension, and box tubular steel frame.
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