
No matter how you slice it! 
The new Pioneer2071 

gives you more features 
than any other lightweight 

chain saw ever built. 
Yet it's only $17495 

Never before has a l ightweight chain saw ever had as 
many great features as this 2071. Never. If you're a 
nurseryman, a fruitgrower - if you have anything to do 
with trees at all - this great new Pioneer 2071 is the ideal 
saw for you! It has all the convenient features you need 
when the job calls for working in close. And it gives you 
all the speed and dependabil ity you need when saving 
time and money are important. 
The 2071 is easy to work with in awkward places. It's 
quiet, comfortable and very l ightweight. It t ips the scales 
at a mere 91/2 lbs., but it tackles a tree with ease. 
The Pioneer 2071 laughs at what used to be work. Get 
one working for you and you'l l be laughing too. Try it at 
your Pioneer dealer's! 

Exclusive new "Easy Arc" starting 
for fast, sure starts 

Automatic chain oiling for 
constant, worry-free operation 

Fewer moving parts 
for easier servicing 

Cleanable, spark-arresting muffler 
for quieter, safer operation 

Semi-automatic chain tensionerto 
help you properly adjust the chain 

New .298" fine pitch, Sureguard 
' saw chain for smoother, safer cutting 

Replaceable roller nose to 
lower maintenance costs 

Full rear handle for 
more comfortable use. 

Light 91/2 lb. weight for easier, 
more comfortable use 

Tough 16" narrow contour guide bar 
for larger cuts and less binding 

The Pioneer Holiday II has some great, 
Automatic chain oiling 

Visual primer 
new features going for it too! 

New improved carburetor 

Still only $149.95 

Finger-tip controls The 9 lb. Pioneer Holiday II is still 
the ultimate word in low cost 
lightweight saws. 
It has a visual primer and automatic 
chain oiling. And some greatnew 
features, too. It has a new, more 
comfortable, full rear handle; and 
improved carburetion. Check out 
the all new Holiday II. At your 
Pioneer dealer's right now! 

'Suggested list price/May be slightly higher in Canada 

Comfortable, full rear handle CHAIN SAWS 

BY THE MANUFACTURERS OF EVINRUDE AND JOHNSON OUTBOARD MOTORS AND LAWN-BOY POWER MOWERS, GALESBURG, ILLINOIS, USA/ALSO AVAILABLE IN CANADA. 
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The Cover 
When utility line-clearing began to mechan-

ize, Asplundh Tree Expert Company, Jenkin-
town, Pa., had to pioneer in design, then get into 
manufacturing to get the kind of equipment it 
wanted. Factories for the two major products, lift 
trucks and brush chippers, are a Chalfont, Pa. 
Manufacturing has since been expanded to pro-
vide equipment for utilities, municipalities, and 
other companies engaged in tree maintenance 
work. Asplundh makes a standardized line of 
truck bodies for quick delivery, or builds units 
to customer specification. The Asplundh story be-
gins on page 8. 
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Needed Accessory for Lawmakers — Backup Lights 

ONE WAY you can tell the difference between 
Israeli and Egyptian tanks, the story goes, is 

that the Egyptian tanks have backup lights. De-
pending on your politics, the story may be funny. 

Politics and fighting ability aside—and if the 
story were true—there would be a lesson worth 
studying. The presence of backup lights would 
indicate preparedness on the part of the Egyptians 
to make an abrupt change of direction, if and 
when they decided they had made a mistake. 

We believe a most-needed accessory for law-
makers today is "backup lights.'' 

Contrary to what many people are saying, we 
believe the Democratic process is working better 
today than at any time since the idea was con-
ceived. Contrary to what many young people are 
saying, we believe "The Establishment" is quicker 
to respond than ever before to pressure from any 
quarter, no matter how small. 

Cry wolf (for real or fake) these days and the 
rattle of legislative bills would drown out a 
buffalo stampede. 

Consider the legislative outbursts over thalido-
mide, the cranberry episode, automobile safety, 
gun control, cigarets and cancer, prayer and public 
schools, civil rights (in recent years), individual 
rights of citizens in trouble with the law, cycla-
mates, pesticides, and now with increasing mo-
mentum pollution of various sorts. 

Responsiveness of government to people makes 
the Democratic process that much stronger. 

The great failing to date, however, is the as-
sumption that every law that goes on the books 
is good; that every law that goes on the books 
should remain there for eternity. 

Let's face the reality that some laws are mis-
takes. We need to back up. Let's face the reality 
that while some laws served a purpose in an 
earlier day they need to be wiped off the books. 

Though ignored and pretty much harmless, the 
"blue laws" are an example. Unless lawmakers 
have backed up in the last year or two, it's still 
illegal to eat peanuts in church in Massachusetts. 
Barbers in Waterloo, Neb., are breaking the law 
if they eat onions between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Some new laws have been mistakes. The out-
right ban on DDT is a mistake. The restriction 
on 2,4,5-T is a mistake. Stack the arguments high, 
but they boil down to a laboratory test and emo-
tion prevailing over more than 20 years' field 
experience. 

Given the possibility that DDT is contributing 
to the extinction of the eagle, falcon, and osprey, 
we predict these bird species would have become 
extinct anyway. And we hate very much to see 
them go. 

Subtract the human element from DDT and 

there's still a defense strong enough to warrant 
its continued use in some areas. Take the Amer-
ican Elm. 

If we must sacrifice the American Elm species 
to save the bird species, we vote to back up. 
The tree has given us beauty, shelter, enjoyment, 
purified air, coolness from its shade in summer, 
and warmth in winter from its logs in a fire-
place. What wild bird has done so much? 

A trip to Washington, D.C., a few weeks ago 
reminded us of how different and beautiful that 
city is compared with all others. A great con-
tribution to that beauty is its elm trees. The 
species accounts for well over 90% of all trees 
growing there. Some date from 1890. 

We noted several trees dead and dying from 
Dutch Elm Disease. We were concerned. Re-
assurance came from Horace V. Wester, plant 
pathologist of the National Park Service, who 
told us DED has been in Washington since 1947 
and that he loses only about 1% of the elms a 
year. Remarkable! Some District parks, he said, 
were being treated with DDT until about a year 
ago, though he switched to using methoxychlor 
four or five years ago. 

Just the same, if the situation gets worse, we 
would like to think he could return to his best 
weapon—DDT! 

The announcement that an additive has been 
developed to break down DDT (see story on page 
36) is heartening. Spurring that research could 
mean a great deal to cities, such as Kansas City 
and Denver, that haven't had as much success 
against DED. The pesticide is desperately needed 
to hold the line until a cure for the fungus is 
found. 

But back to lawmaking, generally. There are 
many who would say that if we backed up in 
some of those areas previously mentioned more 
criminals would be behind bars. Some would call 
for backing up on Civil Rights, meaning to some 
more integration and to others more segregation. 
Perhaps if we had more prayer in public schools, 
we would have fewer drugs and riots. 

There is more than a need for backing up on 
the subject of pesticides. There has been too much 
responsiveness—and to the wrong kind of pres-
sure. Other pesticides are under fire. Before act-
ing, what's needed is a careful weighing of bene-
fit versus risk and more value placed on field 
experience t h a n on l a b o r a t o r y improvisation. 
Then, perhaps, there won't be a need for those 
backup lights. 



Davey comes equipped, so you dorft have to be. 
When you have a tree-maintenance problem, 
we're ready to help. Davey handles pruning, 
spraying, feeding, removal, you name it. We're 
equipped to handle complete landscape plant-
ings and maintenance. With trained manpower 
and experienced supervision. 

We own and operate aerial basket units, 
cranes, trucks, power saws, sprayers, brush chip-
pers, stump grinders. And we maintain and in-
sure them. You're not faced with these expenses. 

Our reputation as the original and largest 
complete tree-service company helps your repu-
tation as a good businessman. We help your 
budget, too, with built-in economy that comes 
from using the very best. Find us in the Yellow 
Pages under TREE SERVICE. 

DAVEY TREE | £ | 
KENT. OHIO 44240 

C o a s t t o C o a s t a n d C a n a d a • 



California Botanist Defends 2,4,5-T 
As a plant physiologist, I must 

dispute (Arthur W.) Galston's 
againstness of 2,4,5-T (June WTT). 

He does not seem aware of the 
vast good which has been derived 
from the use and relative safety 
of this compound judged by more 
than 20 years of use. 

I doubt whether he has had 

straight formulated material in 
his eyes (as I have inadvertently, 
and no chance to wash it out), 
nor somewhat covered by it in 
hundreds of field trials over the 
span of 20 years. 

He is a laboratory physiologist, 
while I am both a laboratory and 
field physiologist. I believe there 

is a real danger of being "too" 
much in the laboratory and not 
understand field problems. 

For those of us interested in 
benefits to mankind versus haz-
ards, we do not naively say that 
more research should be done 
before 2,4,5-T is used. Imagine 
saying such a thing after 20-some 
years of research and safe usage! 

He should recognize that our 
present life span is far greater 
than it was before this age of 
science, and that there is no ev-
idence that pesticides have re-
duced average life span. 

He talks about honey used in 
Bionetics work without comment-
ing on it being a non-specific 
material. If it comes from Aescu-
lus, and some other genera, it can 
contain substances toxic to bees; 
they don't survive due to birth 
defects. Why does he defend the 
use of honey in Bionetics work 
when it is an unknown material? 
Is is safe? From what source did 
it come in this research? I admit 
these are trivial questions, but no 
more trivial than the questions 
about 2,4,5-T. 

Also, 2,4,5-T is a patent-expired 
compound, which he surely must 
be aware, so that no great com-
mercial defense is possible. It re-
mains for us who know how val-
uable and safe it really is to de-
fend it (and we are mainly public 
employees). It is up to us to pro-
tect the millions of people who 
use it (for their benefit) against 
the nonsense of non-relevent re-
search. 

I have used 2,4,5-T through the 
years, and it has not greatly af-
fected my own life span, even if 
I should not survive longer (and 
I have been exposed to it greatly 
in excess that of the general 
public). 

So let us be relevant about 
these things, be realistic, weigh 
benefits against possible hazards, 
and not opposed because we are 
angry (such as the war in Viet-
nam, which I, too, am against). 

If we don't follow this course, 
our whole society will fail be-
cause we are too unrealistic to 
maintain a functioning civiliza-
tion — OLIVER A. LEONARD, 
botanist, University of California, 
Davis. 



WILT P R U F Anti-Transpirant adjusts plant 
transpiration, the natural process of water-loss, 
to the season's needs. During a hot, dry spell, 
WILT PRUF conserves precious moisture to 
combat summer scald. You can transplant safely 
through the summer months by spraying with 
WILT PRUF before you dig. Summer, winter, 
spring and fall, WILT PRUF saves plant lives. 
Write on your letterhead for 50-page technical 
manual of applications. 

NURSERY SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, INC. 
4 1 0 Greenwich A v e . , Greenwich, Conn. 06830 / (203) 661-5840 



Along Electric and Telephone 
Utilities Rights-of-Way Grew 

A S P L U N D H P 
HPHE LARGEST TREE COMPANY 
* in the world couldn't have a bet-

ter name: Asplundh Tree Expert 
Company. 

"In Swedish, asplund means 
'grove of aspens,' " explained Lester 
Asplundh, chairman of the board 
and chief executive officer. 

What's the "h" for? His answer 
will provide a quick chuckle and an 
insight to the Asplundh wit. 

Without question, it took a great 
deal of that kind of wit, along with 
the necessary other talents, to bring 
the company to where it is in 42 
years. 

A grove of Asplundhs are active 
in the company—eight altogether. 

They are one founder, his sons, 

and the sons of the other two 
founders. 

Asplundh Tree Expert Com-
pany has pioneered time and again, 
establishing a string of firsts, 
produced from the experience of 
having constantly to develop and 
improve equipment. Self-initiative 
to innovate has been a family tradi-
tion, almost by necessity. 

Lester, one of eight children, was 
two years old when his father died. 
Yet, all but one earned a college 
degree. The one that didn't gets 
credit for planting the seed that 
grew into Asplundh Tree Expert 
Company. 

"O. E. started trimming trees," 
recounted Lester Asplundh. "Later 
he added a nursery. All the As-

plundh men learned tree-trimming 
from him." 

A misunderstanding with a prop-
erty owner over whether permis-
sion had been obtained to trim his 
trees led to the actual formation of 
the present company. Because of that 
incident, "we decided to form a new 
company to serve only utilities." 

He was talking about Griffith 
Asplundh, whose degree was in for-
estry, and Carl, whose degree spe-
cialty was finance. Lester's is elec-
trical engineering. Griffith died in 
1948 and Carl in 1967. 

"We felt our training made a 
good combination." he said. 

It apparently did; although Les-
ter Asplundh cited another major 
factor behind the company's good 

Three Asp lundh f irsts can be seen here: the insulated 
Sp i ra l loy upper and lower boom, the bo l ta ron cover ing on 
the upper boom, and the po lyethy lene insulated basket 
l iner. 

A p ioneer in chemical brush contro l , Asp lundh uses equip-
ment that ranges f r o m hel icopters to rugged te r ra in ve-
hicles to this backpack uni t fo r selective basal stem spray-
ing. 



Lester Asp lundh , on the preceding page , 
is the present chief execut ive of f icer . 
He is the co-founder w i t h G r i f f i t h and Car l , 
Sr. Lester Asp lundh was president f r o m 
1949-52 and has been board cha i rman 
since 1963. The grove of Asp lundhs act ive 
in the business are, f r om lef t Car l , Jr. , 
Robert, Paul, Barr (President since 1968), 
Chr istopher, Edward and Boyd. Bob and 
Boyd are sons of Lester; Barr and Paul, sons 
of Gr i f f i t h ; and Chr istopher, Car l , Jr., 
and Edward , sons of Car l . 

By GENE INGALSBE 

fortunes, writing in a brochure a 
couple of years ago. 

"There is no doubt this spectacu-
lar growth has been inspired by 
our close association with two of 
America's most dynamic industries: 
The electric and telephone utilities, 
whose progressive programs have 
been a challenge to us." 

The need for service in 1928, he 
said, was "to keep tree limbs from 
brushing lines. It created static on 
the radio sets, and people com-
plained. Another need was to trim 
so limbs wouldn't knock down street 
lights during a storm." 

What Asplundh Does 

The Great Depression was the 
company's first birthday present 

("so we didn't eat very well for a 
couple of years"), but then as util-
ities' needs multiplied, so did As-
plundh operations. These now in-
clude: 

—LINE CLEARANCE, accounting 
for 80% of the total sales volume, 
and fastest-growing operation. 

—RIGHT-OF-WAY CLEARING, 
conducted through a subsidiary, 
Asplundh Brush Control Company. 

—HELICOPTER SERVICES, 
through affiliate, Asplundh Avia-
tion, Inc., established in 1966, to in-
clude helicopter spray service 
and "Thermovision" (an industry 
first), an infrared system of detect-
ing hot spots, and deteriorating and 
faulty installations along transmis-
sion lines: 

—MANUFACTURING, of l i n e 
lifts, tree-trimming trucks, and 
brush chippers; tree wound paint, 
pole-treatment compound, and a 
weed and grass killer. 

—SERVICE CENTERS, 16 of them 
across the nation, to provide main-
tenance and parts for Asplundh's 
own vehicle and equipment fleet 
and utility customers. 

—ELECTRIC AND TELEPHONE 
UNDERGROUND, a service inaugu-
rated about six years ago, recog-
nizing the industry trend toward 
going underground with new con-
struction in urban areas. 

—CABLE TREATING, a method 
of sealing lead cables with a plastic 
coating to prevent deterioration. 

—EMERGENCY TREE SERVICE, 
demonstrated most recently when 

Perhaps no other s ingle picture i l lustrates better the cap-
ab i l i t y of Asp lundh Tree Expert Company . Line clearance, 
rather than r igh t -o f -way c lear ing, however , is Asp lundh 's 
for te . 

Asp lundh 's f leet of hel icopters includes this FH1100 ¡et 
hel icopter. A i r services, such as l ine inspect ion and r ight-
o f -way spray ing , are conducted th rough a subs id iary , As-
p lundh Av ia t i on , Inc. 



Hurricane Camille flattened the 
Gulf Coast. Placing the Asplundh 
Emergency Directory into operation, 
the central office had 100 crews 
(600 persons) from eight surround-
ing states rushing to the scene be-
fore the storm abated. At one point 
in Louisiana, 96 pieces of equip-
ment and 87 power saws worked 
around the clock. 

Asplundh provides training pro-
grams for all aspects of field work; 
public relations programs, for em-
ployees in the form of "The As-
plundh Tree" magazine, and material 
for the general public, a most recent 
example entitled "We're Partners in 
Environmental Management" to 
counter critics of pesticides; a na-
tional advertising program, including 
multiple-insertion, four-color page 
advertising. 

A billing department that pro-
cesses about 2,000 invoices per week, 
60% on IBM machines. 

Summed up: "75% people and 
25% machines." 

Industry Firsts 

Asplundh firsts? Among them: 
A brush saw and the brush chip-

per. Large-scale chemical brush con-
trol for line rights-of-way. Insulated 
upper boom on a line lift, through 
the use of Spiralloy, then a Spir-
alloy insert for the lower boom. In-
sulated polythelene basket liners for 
line lift bucket. Aerosol packaged 
tree inhibitor paint with applicator 
pole. Production of standardized 
bodies for line lifts and tree trucks. 

That's not bad for a company that 
hadn't intended to get into manu-
facturing. 

The company's line-clearing busi-
ness grew rapidly on the strength 
of good equipment and supervision. 

"Line-clearing then changed from 
manual to a mechanized job," As-
plundh said. "That was expensive 
For example, we once used six-man 
crews with about $900 worth of equip-
ment. Now a three-man crew works 
with equipment costing about $7,000 
per man. 

"Fortunately, we stuck to our 
knitting, kept money where it be-
longed, and had funds to buy the 
equipment. Nobody made what we 

Manu fac tu r i ng of w o o d chippers and 
l i f t trucks are be ing consol idated at 
Cha l font , Pa., where some 145,000 
sq. f t . are under roof . Chippers are 
powered w i t h four- , six-, or eight-
cy l inder Ford indust r ia l engines. The 
l i f t trucks are bu i l t on any truck make 
a customer wants . Polyethylene basket 
l iners are ava i l ab l e fo r added 
opera tor safety. The l iners are tested 
to w i ths tand up to 100,000 volts. 


