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What's hot 
The ASUXs 2013 residential trends survey shows demand 

for mainstay landscape elements plus new areas of interest. 

By MARISA PALMIERI 

he American Society of Landscape Archi­
tects' (AS LA's) annual Residential Landscape 
Trends Survey reveals that fire pits/fireplaces 
and grills remain hot items this year, along 
with terraces, patios and decks. For the 
survey, landscape architects who specialize in 

residential design were asked to rate the expected popularity of 
various residential outdoor design elements in 2013. 

We compared the data with 2012's survey to identify the 
items with the greatest change in popularity over last year. 
T hey include: 

ELEMENT 2012 2013 

Wireless/Internet connectivity 42.7 47.8 

Outdoor heaters 39.9 50.6 

Ponds/streams 52.2 58.3 

Rooftop gardens 38.3 50.4 

Solar-powered lights 32.8 40.6 

Geothermal-heated pools 21.7 28.4 

Arbors 88.7 83.5 

Decks 74.5 80.9 

Uti I ity shed 56.5 64.8 

Columns 49.6 44.5 

ADA-accessible structures 14.6 22.1 
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Not surprisingly, the following elements remain in 
demand, ranking in the 90th percentile on popularity: 

> Terraces/patios/decks (97.6) 

> Fire pits/fireplaces (97) 
> Grills (96.3) 
> Seating/dining areas (96.3) 
> Lighting (95.1) 
> Outdoor living spaces 

(kitchens, entertainment spaces) (94.5) 
> Gardens/landscaped spaces (94.4) 

> Low-maintenance landscapes (93.9) 
> Installed seating (benches, seat walls, ledges, 

steps, boulders) (90.3) 


