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T | P F R B LB ORNELL UNIVERSITY researchers have scientifically ex-
U amined the art of successful bulb and perennial pairings.
Professional landscape designers have long known

& PER N N IAL perennials and spring-flowering bulbs such as tulips,

- narcissi and alliums make great companion plantings. Not only
do the proper pairings look great together, they can be mutually
supportive. For example, colorful spring bulbs can complement
emerging perennial foliage — and when that foliage matures, it
can mask the fading leaves of post-bloom bulbs.

For the most part, designers have relied on a practiced eye
and experience to create combinations that spark spring magic.
Now researchers at Cornell University have cast the objective
eye of science on the issue. In a series of trials covering four
seasons at the university's Ithaca,

NY, trial grounds (USDA Zone PROUD SPONSOR
5), the Cornell team put various
pairings of bulbs and perenni-

o0
als to the test. Their results are
now available to all online at Hort. a
Cornell.edu/combos. ®
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Your customer’s turf has dollar spot—or is it Fido’s spot?
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Cornell professor Dr. William B. Miller,
who is director of the university's Flower
Bulb Research program, led the Cornell
University team.

“The idea of pairing bulbs and peren-
nials to achieve multiple goals is so desir
able that we felt it deserved more than
an anecdotal approach,” he says. “We

created an objective
study to document
what works and what
doesn't in a typical
spring garden.”

The combination trials were designed
to achieve four goals:

1. Look at how early bulbs help extend the
bloom season in the garden.
2. Explore how perennials might best be

used to mask the dying fo-
liage of post-bloom bulbs.
3. Consider leaf texture as
a design element.

4. Examine the various

roles color plays in creating bloom and the"Mayﬂower geranu;m,,‘ S

successful combinations. & makes the tulip blooms look asif they, s
The Cornell scientists L are floatlng in & sea of green. The follage A

evaluated 15 plantings for /and purple flowers of the geraniumy,

their overall performance later mask the qld tulip leaves. 1

and benefits, and did not L o AR ‘

necessarily look for combi-
nations that bloomed simultaneously. They
focused on combinations that worked.
For the researchers’ tips on what
makes a successful combination of bulb
plantings, please see "5 Steps to Suc-
cessful Combos” on page 32. continued on page 32

BALL VARIETY FOCUS: MATRIX® PANSIES

It's never too early to plan for cool-season color. Matrix® Pansies are known for their superior holdability, large flowers, and
outstandingly uniform colors and blends. Strong stems hold large and thick flowers without stretching; less stretching means
greater longevity in the landscape. Matrix ships well, and landscape contractors experience less spoilage and better profit-
ability. Pre-book Matrix Pansies for your cool-season landscapes. For more information, visit www.BallLandscape.com.
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The other 2 are working too hard.
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5 STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL COMBOS

Here are some spring garden tips from the perennials come back, but the bulb flowers

Cornell team in Ithaca, NY, and the Neth- don’'t. Most often, this occurs when the wrong

erlands Flower Bulb Information Center of bulbs are chosen for local climate or growing

Danby, VT: conditions. Other times, you may choose the

1. Plant bulbs that are likely to perennialize right bulb type but a less durable variety. This combination shows contrasting
well in your area. Some combo plantings are 2. Consider each plant's seasonal growth foliage texture, simultaneous blooming,
more successful than others. Sometimes the habits. \What looks good in the mind'’s eye and perennial foliage cover.

may not look as good in the early spring soil.
This can happen when choosing companions
based on their mature description without
considering their springtime rate of growth
: and look at that time. In spring, different
ow on ges a plants emerge and fill out in different ways,
often featuring different coloring than later in
? the growing season. The goal of companion
Grona as combos is to select perennials and bulbs that
: . emerge together to work well in spring and

early summer as partners. The Cornell project
addresses this very subject.

3. Consider mature plant size. Unlike annuals,
which normally grow large and flourish in a
single season before dying away, perennials
may take several seasons to gain maturity. If,
for example, you are planning for a perennial
to grow to a certain size in relation to your
bulb planting, be sure to calculate when the
perennial will reach that size. It may be neces-
sary to plan for several bulb companions for
your perennials over initial seasons, changing
bulb choices as the perennials mature.
Rather than a drawback, consider these as
opportunities to play with bulbs as seasonal
accessorizing.

We'll let you
k h considered the “Goldilocks” tip. Plant too few
now w en bulbs, and the look is sparse. Plant too many,

and face overcrowding. Refer to bulb pack-

[
we il nd out. aging, catalogs or websites for suggested

spacing.

4. Plant just enough bulbs. This might be

5. Allow for perennial spread. Different
perennials have different growth habits. Some
are aggressive growers with a tendency to
spread. Others are late to leaf out and have

a compact growth habit. For the aggressive
'_ : spreaders, allow space for them to fill in. For
CORONR more compact perennials, plant bulbs closer
.

together. These considerations pay off when
SEASON AFTER SEASON

: perennials’ late spring growth successfully
coronaclipper.com  800-847-7863 hides bulb die-back after bloom.

You shouldn’t have to buy a tool twice.
Get it right the first time with a Corona,
built tougher than any on the market.
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King of the mountain
Initially released with the Novalis “Plants that Work™ group
in 2010, Carex oshimensis Everest is available in 2011 na-
tionwide from . With its bright-white margins and
architectural, linear foliage, the Japanese sedge can work
as a container and patio plant or as a filler with bedding and
specimen plants. It loves shade, and its low-growing, easily controlled, mounding
shape softly edges any border or bed. Its ability to fill in an area while still behav-
ing itself, also makes it useful as a groundcover. Tesselaar.com
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Deep purple
Echinacea purpurea PowWow
Wild Berry features vivid rose-purple,
3-to 4-in. flowers that retain color
longer than other coneflowers. Hardy
to Zone 3, 's first-year-flowering
perennial has a basal branching
habit, resulting in more flowers per plant. Reaching a height of 20 to
24 in. in the full-sun garden, it blooms continually without deadhead-
ing. It's an intermediate day-length flowering
variety, with most rapid and uniform flowering at

There's business out there.
Get more of it. Guaranteed!

Maximize your chances to
win that new landscape or
renovation project using the
most complete landscape design software
available. PRO Landscape will help you
communicate your designs with stunning
photorealistic 3D images, easily create
accurate 2D and 3D CAD drawings and
automatically generate professional
proposals. We guarantee you'll sell,

plan and bid better than ever before,

or we'll give you your money back.

“I've won every bid when I've
used PRO Landscape.”
Aron Hoffman, Groundskeepers Landscaping, Inc.

14 hours. BallLandscape.com

Sweet potato cutie
Ipomoea Bright Ideas is bred by ,and
its plants are heat-tolerant and very compact. Dis-
tributed in the US by Oro Farms, the series’ colors
include black, lime and Rusty Red (pictured).
Growing 6 in. tall to a spread of 12 in., it works
well in combination planters and flowerbeds.
OroFarms.com
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F ___-‘ In early spring, the leaves of Abelia Kaleidoscope
emerge on bright-red stems with lime-green
VISUAL DESIGNS THAT SELL PROFESSIONAL PROPOSALS ACCURATE SITE PLANS centers and bright-yellow edges. When summer
Excite customers with photos of Show your professionalism Easy-to-use CAD lets you i
their home with recommended with complete, polished quickly develop detailed, amyes, t_he ye”OW matures to golden and the
landscaping in place. proposals prepared in seconds. ‘accurate site plans. variegation does not burn or scorch, according to

the company. In fall and winter, the foliage color

drafix software. inc.
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™
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deepens to shades of orange and fiery red. This
mounded, tightly branched shrub stays under 3 ft.
tall and about as wide. Reported by

to be the longest-blooming of all the Abelias, by
late spring Kaleidoscope is covered with soft pink
buds that open to white blooms that keep coming
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well into autumn. AbeliaKaleidoscope.com




