
GIC places emphasis on sustainability 
The president and president-elect of PLANET offer 
insight on how next month's Green Industry Conference 
wil l help professionals truly 'go green: 

BY DANIEL G. JACOBS MANAGING EDITOR 

E
nglish is 11 living lanb'llagc, 
and words have a tendency 
to shift meaning over time. 
Different groups claim them 
- some might argue hijack 

them - to serve their purposes. 
"Grccn~ and "sustainabi li ty" arc two 

tcnns whose meanings 1."SSt:ntially have 

been lost to the Green Industry because 
other groups have finagled their way into 
the "b'TCCn" diS<.1Ission. 

l.lll/(/scilpe MIIIUlgtI!I('11/ spoke with Bill 
H ildcbolt, president of the Professional 
Landcare Network (PLAt 'JET), and 
David Snodgrass, the president-elect, 
about those words and abo ut the upcom
ing Green Indust!), Conference (C lC), 
which runs along side the G IE+EXPO in 
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Louisville, KY, nc.\'t month. 
"It's all about emphasi7jngpllJftssWt1(IJin 

lhe Professional L.1ndcaI"C Nctwork," says 
Hildebolt, OlmerofNanJl-e's Sd~ Pre
mium -lurfScn~ces, \<\'inston Snlcm, NC. 

T he problcm, he ndds, is that outside 
thc landscaping world, the concept of 
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roundtables again will be held each morning. 

amtilll/f/i /rum pngr 8 
what con~Otutes a "green industry" has 
been co-opted by ()[her imerests. 

~H'e want 10 advance and take the 
lead in sust:tinable prJctices, and show 
the world tvr are [he oribri n~ 1 G reen 
Industry, ~ says Snoob'Tass, president of 
D ennis' Seven Dec:s, Ponland, OR. 

the "grecn~ message and teaching con
tractors 10 embrace sustain:able business 
practices and lifestyles. Neither taSk will 
be e;lS}'. 

-In at will n.'quire n.'tlIkingcontml of 

'" f you ask a group of 100 people 
what 'susl:ain:abi lity' means, you' ll get 
100 different perceptions - 90 of them 
negati l'e, ~ H ildebolt says. "The tem l 
has been co-opted by acti,istS and uSt.'(1 

INTRODUCING THE FINN MTS 
MATERIAL TRANSFER SYSTEM 

Whethl!1 it's loll . Iggr.gall. mulch. or paver bloct. 
moving it is b3ck·breaklng work. The FINN MTS allows 
~ 10 quickly aOO efficitntly move these. and othef bulk 
malerials - no shovel required. So go ahead and bury 
your shovel. And watch your productivity soar. 

~ Aluminum panel construction ensures durable 
lightweight design 

... Reversible floor system for easy unloading from 
eith« side or quick dumping out the back 

... Powerful. multi·purpose vacuum. allows quick 
clean-up of debrislleaws 

~ ElectroniCally COIltrolled hydl'lllllics · no troublesome 
chains. driYe belts or putleys 

Put Old-fashioned, labor·lntensive 
pratt,e:; to;;;$ , .;Ith a FINN Mrs 

Vilit II. GIE+EXPO boatfl.7206. 

L •• rn more . t flnncorp.com/mts 
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Multipurpose debris! 
leaf vacuum 

800.543.7166 

ab"linSI liS so many times. 
" But '1!'t are the professionals, the tnle 

stewards o f the environment.· H ildebolt 
adds. ""''hat we' re working toward is: 
How do we integra te sust:tinabili ty into 
PLAI'I'ET so we cm be Im='/I :as the lrue 
leadcrs in th is increasingly key area?" 

l ea rning from one another 
M ueh of that begins wi th the educational 
programs at this year's G IC. 

"Somc are well ahead of others in 
~dopting SUSf:l inable Jlr:lctites," Snod
gr:tSS says. "\ Ve're going to share meir 
hest pr:lcrices :It G IC - eb 'a ting the 
industry as 11 whole and chanbring and 
greening how we th ink and oper:l te. 

"T his whole sustainabili ty mo\"ement 
Sl:a rted OUI all :tbout the ecology of me 
Jlbnet, ~ he continues. "Now it's much 
brooder - encompassing the necessary 
people and profit parts." 

At G IC, top professionals in the indus
rry will share ideas and strategies regard
ingsust1l in.1bility!lIld le:lll Il1!lI1!Igcment, 
Hildebolt SOlys. And those messages " i ll 
continue through other PLAN ET-spon 
son.-d (.,\·etl\:s in 1009 and beyond. 

"\-\'e li re developing a continual sus
l:ainability IC1Iming expericnce that "ill 
follow uS /Tom \"enue to venue," he S3VS. 

" Last N ovember, we had an outsl:amling 
C rysf:l l Ballmceting on sust'Ainabilit),. 
"" c had a re:l lly heal thy, fl"Ank discussion 
on what sust3inability means [0 regula
tors, the publ ic, the service sector and 
opinion forl11 ers.~ 

N atul"Ally, that discussion led 10 new 
educ lriol1 31 oppom mities at G IC. 

""" e' re looking at how you can 
sust:lin your personnel, as well as your 
Ix:rsonal health and wcll-Ix:ing and tha t 
of your fJm ily," H ildebolt says. "\Ve 're 
also looking at eduOIong members on 
the lIIany paths 10 incn.'aSC(1 profitability 
th rough susl'ainabi l i ty.~ 

Embracing SUSl:a inab1e business 
pr-actices and lifestyles also will help the 
Green Industry manage the message and 
public l)Crttprions. 

"- If you're nO{ l:aking care o f yourself 
and you don't ha\'c a profi t'Jble business 
model , you won't be sust:.lining much of 
anything, ~ H ildebo lt S3 )'S. "At PLAt'1E'1; 
we're f:lkin g a holistic approach." UI 
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GIC keynote speakers 
Rick Ascolese. President & COO, 
TruGreen LandCare 
As President and Chief Operating Offi
cer, Ascolcsc oversees the operational 
;md strategic direction orrrnGreen 
LandCafC. Throughom his 10-ycar 
career, Ascolese has held seven] 
leadc~hip positions with some of the 
industry\; most-innovative companies 
,md has 'lpplied suecessful Stl',ltcgies to 
numerous business models induding 
mechanical services (applian<:es, HVAC 
and plumbing), home warranty and 
inndsc:lpc maintenance. 

Scon Brickman, CEO. Brickman 
Since assuming the position ofeEO 
in 1998 at (he age of 35, Brickman has 
grown the privately held colnmcrcial 
b ndscape maintenance linn, founded 
by his grandfather, from $100 million 
to $500 million in annual rc\'ClIUCS. 

Today, the l'Ompany has mon.: than 

6,000 employees, 135 branches in 13 
St:ltCS and pro\'ides quality l'Ol1Ullercial 
landscape scrvices to thous;mds of 
office parks, hOtels, cemcteries, hcalth
care facilities, rerail centers, homeown
ers associations and schools. 

Craig Ruppert CEO, 
Ruppert Companies 
Rl1j)pert is the CEO ofRl1ppert 
Companies, l'Omprised of Ruppert 
Landscape a commercial1andscape 
l'OnstrU<.1:ion and manab'Cment 
company with br:mchcs across severa.! 
st:ltes; Ruppert Nurseries, a wholesale 
tree growing operation with more than 
800 acres; Ruppert Properties, which 
develops, owns and Inanab'CS industrial! 
nex warehouse properties; Ruppert 
Ventures; and the Ruppert Foundation. 

Note: UH &liWl~ill-CbiifMm1J Jflbirft»ri 
'U'J1/ SI'/'Vt Il$ fix GIC £'ry1lOft pum-l's1IIrxlcmfIJI; 
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GlE+EXPO schedule 
WEONESDAY, OCTOBER 28 

7:30 AM - 3:00 PM PAC Golf Outing 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Wor\:;shops - Paluch and 
H"wood 

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM Maker's Mark Distillery Tour 

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Wortshops - Kehoe and 
Hayter 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM New Member/1st Timer's 
Orientation - S(m$Qt-Bayer 
Entm.mJenrol ~ 

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Welcome Reception 
$;»Isu .. ()j; Cadel CommemaI 

8:00 PM -10:00 PM PlANET'S li~e Auct ion 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 

7:00 AM - 8:30 AM Breakfast With Champions 
- Sponsor: Calefpilladnt;. 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM GIE~EXPO Show' 

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Concu rrent Sessions 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM Concu rrent Sessions 

5:00 PM - 6:30 PM PlANET Keynote 
Sponsor .Johtr Deere 

6:30 PM - 1:30 PM Specialty Group Receptioos 
- SfJOIISOIS.' Caterpillat Int., 
J. TIIomas Dtslributors, 
~1 Ever6roen afIIi 
Syngetlro laW/) & Gatden 

7:00 PM -10:00 PM COIlCert on 4th Street 

FRlOAY, OCTOBER 30 

7:00 AM - 3:30 AM Breakfast With Champions 
- Sponsors: EWIIII} Irrigalio1l 
Products and Mvth MuI~ by 
Gfeen /ndwilt'f iIlnovflfOfS 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM GIE~EXPO Show' 

9:30 AM - 11 :00 AM Concurrent Sessions 

1:00PM - 2:30PM Concurrent Sessions 

2:45PM - 4:15PM Concurrent Sessioos 

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Faculty Forum 

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM Awards PreS€!ltation -
FIeceolicn Sponscr: HIJS(JVan18 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM Student Industry Roundtable 

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Concert on 4th Street 

SATUROAY, OCTOBER 31 

7:00 AM - 3:30 AM Breakfast with Champioos 

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM Certification Exam 

9:00AM - 1:30PM GIE.EXPOShow· 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Concurrem Sessions 

10:45 AM -11:45 AM Concurrent Sessions 

All Green IrlduSIr'\' Conletence se$SiOnS will be held al !he 
Loursville Marriotl Downt(M'fl unless ottlerwose noted 

• Held at the KeotllCk-; Exposihol1 Center 

i 

I 
! , 

I 


