
SPECIAL SECTION OF LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT vesc 
Producing profits through bedding plants, ornamentals & trees 

WE'RE USED to smelling roses, 
jasmine and mint in gardens, but 
chocolate? Licorice? Cinnamon? 
There are a surprising number of 

fragrances and fragrant plants, and homeown-
ers are beginning to rediscover them. 

"These days fragrance is coming back," 
says Marita Tewes Tyrolt, horticultural director 
at the University of Utah's Red Butte Garden, 
which has a fragrance garden of about half an 
acre. It has about five types of fragrant trees, 30 
shrubs and sub-shrubs, including herbs, and 
close to 40 perennials. They add annuals for 
seasonal displays, usually about five in spring/ 
early summer and 10 to 12 in summer/fall. 

There are two types of fragrant plants, 
she says. Some, like lilacs, roses and freesias 
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produce essential oils on their petals to lure 
pollinators. They're called "free" because they 
give their scent freely. The ones that attract 
daytime pollinators, such as butterflies, hum-
mingbirds and bees, tend to be less fragrant 
than the plants that attract nighttime ones, like 
moths and bats. 

Other plants, such as marigolds and herbs, 
produce essential oils on their leaves, stems, 
seeds or bark, often to repel leaf-eating preda-
tors. They're called "fast," because they release 
their fragrances when the oils are 
rubbed, bruised or crushed. 

"Each plant produces a 
constant amount of essential 
oil," says Fritz Kollmann, 
a horticulturalist and crew 
leader at the fragrance 
garden, but the intensity of the 
fragrance can vary according to 
the time of day, humidity and heat 
Flowers that open in the evening 
tend to have the strongest fra-
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CONARD-PYLE VARIETY FOCUS: DRIFT ROSES 
From the company that brought you The Knock Out® Family of Roses comes a revolutionary family of hardy groundcover roses. 
Drift® Roses are virtually maintenance-free with great resistance to rust, powdery mildew and black spot. They have tons of flowers 
from spring to early frost with very attractive foliage. Their naturally dwarf, true groundcover size is perfect for small gardens and 
combination planters. Drift Roses® complement any garden in any landscape. 
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ANTHONY TESSELAAR PLANTS VARIETY FOCUS: FLOWER CARPET 'SCARLET' 
The first of the 'Next Generation' Flower Carpet5 roses, Scarlet won top marks for natural disease resistance and performance in 
Germany's rigorous All-Deutschland Rose Trials. Retaining all the robust disease resistance and drought tolerance of their predeces-
sors, Next Generation Flower Carpet roses are even more heat and humidity tolerant, significantly expanding their performance in 
some of America's most challenging climates. Other 'Next Generation' Flower Carpets are Pink Supreme and Amber. 

grance in the evening. Different essential 
oils oxidize at different temperatures. And 
some scents tend to hang in the air when 
the humidity is higher 

You have to be careful about cultivars, 
Tewes Tyrolt says. Some are intoxicatingly 
fragrant and others have no fragrance at 
all. In many of the newer ones, fragrance 
has been sacrificed for other attributes, 
such as size and color of the blooms, 
hardiness and resistance to pests. 

And don't assume that fragrance is 
always an asset. 

"Fragrant means that a plant has an 
odor," she says. Some, like roses, are 
pleasant to everyone. Some have one 
cultivar with a pleasant fragrance, such 
as the wayfaringtree {Viburnum lantana), 
and another with a distinctly unpleasant 
one, such as Siebold Viburnum (Viburnum 
sieboldii), which has leaves that smell 
like burnt rubber when they're crushed, 
according to the website of Cornell 
University's Department of Horticulture. 

Then there's the stink tree {/•Vlanthus al-
tissima). More commonly called the tree of 
heaven, its flowers and twigs emit a smell 
that some have compared to cat urine. 

"You have to think what is pollinat-
ing the flowers," Tewes Tyrolt says. If it's 
beetles or flies, they'll be attracted to red 
trilliums, also known as stinking Benjamin 
(Trillium erectum), or durian, which smell 
like rotten meat. 

Fragrant flowers 
The same plants can be trees in one 
part of the country and large shrubs in 
another, shrubs in one part and perenni-
als in another, or perennials in one part 
and annuals in another. The Latin name is 
included below when there may be some 
confusion about the names and when one 
cultivar is especially fragrant. 

"Many trees are fragrant in the spring," 
Tewes Tyrolt says. "The littleleaf linden 
(Tilia cordata) has flowers that smell like 
chocolate to some people." 

clematis. Some fragrant annuals are hys-
sop (/\gastache), sweet alyssum (Lobu-
laria maritima), pansies and violets (both 
Viola), and stocks (Matthiola), and the 
vines, nasturtium (Tropaeolum), sweet pea 
(Lathyrus odoratus) and corkscrew vine 
(Vigna caracalla). Bulbs with fragrant flow-
ers include irises, hyacinths and freesias. 

Flowers that open in the evening 
tend to have the most intense fragrance. 
"A new evening primrose (Oenothera 
fremontii 'Shimmer') is just incredible," 
Kollmann says. "It has thin silver leaves, 
an amazing subtle fragrance and a carpet 
of yellow flowers that blooms all summer." 

continued on page 80 

One of Kollmann's favorites, the 
mimosa tree (A/b/z/'a julibrissin 'Rosea1) 
"creates an incredible effect," he says. 
"They bloom for two and a half months. 
The flowers tickle your nose." 

Other trees with fragrant flowers in-
clude the black locust (Robinia pseudoa-
cia), sweet tea olive (Osmanthus fragrans) 
and magnolias. Fragrant shrubs include 
witchhazel (Hamamelis), lilacs (Syringa), 
two different shrubs called mock orange 
(Philadelphus and Pittosporum), roses 
and viburnums. 

"We have a heavy focus on peren-
nials," Tewes Tyrolt says. Some of the 
most fragrant are peonies, lily of the 
valley, sweet William and carnations (both 
Dianthus), hostas, heliotrope and the vine, 

The University of Utah's Red Butte Garden has 
a fragrance garden of about half an acre. 
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continued from page 78 
Other evening-fragrant perennials 

include orchids (Cestrum nocturnum), 
Oriental lilies (Lilium), fragrant columbine 
(f\quilegia fragrans) and four-o'clocks 
(Mirabilis jalapa). Annuals include flower-
ing tobacco (Nicotiana) and night-scented 
stocks (Matthiola), and shrubs, daphne, 
gardenias, night-blooming jessamine 
(Cestrum nocturnum) and frangipani 
(Plumaria). Tuberose (Polianthes tuberosa) 
is a fragrant bulb. 

Wisteria vines are a major element 
of the fragrance garden, Kollmann says. 
Other evening-fragrant vines include 
honeysuckles (Lonicera), jasmine, star 
jasmine (Trachelospermum jasminoides) 
and moonflower vine (Ipomoea alba). 

Fragrant foliage, bark, stems and buds 
"Fragrance from blooms can be so fleet-
ing," Tewes Tyrolt says. Using plants with 
scented foliage is a good way to extend 
the season. 

Most people think of herbs when they 
think of fragrant foliage. They include 
anise (Pimpella anisum), which smells like 
licorice, basil, bee balm/bergamot/horse 
mint (all Monarda fistulosa) lavender, 
lemon verbena, lemon balm, rosemary, 
sweet woodruff, tarragon, wormwood 
and yarrow. 

Many other plants have fragrant foliage 
as well, such as French marigolds (Tag-
etes patula) and trees, including pines, 
junipers, cedars, California bay/Oregon 
myrtle (both Umbellaria californica), euca-
lyptus, fragrant sumac (Rhus aromatica), 
black walnut (Juglans nigra) and bay 
Laurel (Laurus nobilis). 

Other parts of plants can be 
fragrant, too. "You can get a 
lemony scent by scratching the 
bark of the sassafras tree," Tewes 
Tyrolt says. "And a lot of spices, 
for example, cloves, are from 
dried flower buds." 

The camphor tree (Cinnamo-

mum camphora) has fra-
grant bark. A shrub called 
Carolina allspice, sweet 
shrub and spicebush 
(Calycanthus floridus) has 
fragrant flowers, leaves, 
stems and bark. Northern 
spice bush (Lindera ben-
zoin) has fragrant leaves, 
stems and fruit. And the 
myrtle (Myrtus communis) 
has fragrant flowers, foliage and bark. 

Where to plant 
Plants are more fragrant when their 
growing conditions suit them, but many, 
including the mints, sweet woodruff, 
honeysuckle, black locust and the most 
fragrant heliotrope, are weedy. Choose 
plants that suit the conditions in your area 
but won't become invasive. 

Most fragrant plants prefer sun to par-
tial shade. For areas with denser shade, 
plant lily of the valley, hostas, some 
gardenias, orchids, lilies and jasmines. 
Group plants with similar needs for water 
together, if possible. In the fragrance 
garden, the more water-needy ones, 
especially the annuals, grow inside the 
beds, bordered by the more water-thrifty 
ones, such as herbs, Kollmann says. 

Ask clients to check the fragrances 
first. Different people prefer different 
scents, and some can find the fragrance 
of one overpowering while others may 
find it more delicate, Tewes Tyrolt warns. 

Orchid 

Grow fragrant plants outside windows, 
in window boxes, on patios and next to 
seating areas. Put evening-fragrant plants 
near places people spend their evenings, 
or outside bedroom windows, and plants 
whose foliage has to be crushed or 
brushed for fragrance near walkways. If 
they're mat-like, such as creeping thyme, 
German chamomile (Matriculata recutita 
or Chamomilla recutita) and the apple-
scented Roman chamomile (Chamaeme-
lum nobile), plant them between pavers. 

Use containers for plants that need 
to be brought inside in the winter and 
for containing invasive plants. Keep 
fragrances from blowing away by putting 
plants under arbors or along fences, 
walls and hedges. Plant fragrant ever-
greens for windbreaks. Take advantage 
of reflected heat by planting against walls 
or on patios. 

Planting for fragrance makes garden 
planning more exciting, Tewes Tyrolt 
says. "It forces us to come up with more 
unique solutions." & 

BALL VARIETY FOCUS: SERENA® ANGELONIA 
The first seed-grown Angelonia series, Serena is an outstanding, high-quality and economical choice for landscapes. Well-branched, 
"no-pinched" plants are compact and full. Well-suited to hot climates in both humid and dry areas. Unbeatable, season-long perfor-
mance through heat and humidity. Save labor on maintenance. A good alternative for petunias, begonias, vinca or salvia in full-sun 
plantings. Long-lasting, upright, salvia-like habit and little or no pest/disease problems. Available in pink, lavender, purple and white. 



Serena puts 
Spring-to-
Fall color into 
landscapes.. .takes the heat, 
low water needs and virtually no 
maintenance! Turn to Ball for fast, easy 
and profitable solutions like this top-
performing angelonia. 

Request your free Landscape Color 
photo CD S newsletter at 
balllandscape.com 
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Octopizazz 
Terra Nova's Campanula Pink Octopus 
is a bellflower species with buds that 
open to weeping petals above strong, 
deeply cut foliage. Easy to grow and 

with a long bloom time, 
this herbaceous peren-

— - nial thrives in 
full sun to part shade and in 
average, well-drained soil in 

Zones 5 to 9. It's equally 
at home in a border or 

container. For more 
I information, visit 

www.terranova 
nurseries.com. 

Dazzling dahlias 
Fides' Dahlinova series of pot 
dahlias are well-branched, 
medium-sized plants with a 
medium-sized, well-shaped flower. 
Joining such established varieties 
of Alabama, Carolina, Colorado, 
Lisa, Montana and Oregon this 
year are the bi-colors California, 
Louisiana (pictured) and New 
York. With attractive foliage and a 
uniform habit, Dahlinova flowers 
from spring to fall and combine 
nicely with one another, although 
they each have their own beauty 
and shape. For more information, 
visit dahlinova.com. 

On the trail 
As its name implies, Syngent, 
Flowers' Lantana Bandana 
Trailing Gold features a 
dense trailing habit with 
vibrant, golden-yellow 
blooms. Ideal for basket and 
landscape applications, this 
new vegetative annual features 
a large flower size, heat tolerance 
and an easy-to-grow mounding habit that 
spreads easily. Two other new-for-2009 colors in the Bandana 
series include red and pink, joining the existing varieties Orange 
Sunrise, Rose, Cherry and Cherry Sunrise. For more information, 
visit syngentaflowersinc.com. 

Bring in the butterflies 
Lo & Behold Blue Chip buddleia from Proven Winners 
is a deer-resistant, miniature butterfly bush that is 
easy to grow and maintain. Its height ranges from 24 to 
36 in., and its width is about 30 in. The plant features 
a tidy, attractive habit that makes it an easy choice for 
container gardens, perennial beds and mass plantings. 
With loads of fragrant, long-lasting blooms, the drought-
tolerant bush has a hardiness range of Zones 5 to 9. 
For more information, visit www.provenwinners.com. 

http://www.terranova
http://www.provenwinners.com

