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Digging myself a deeper hole
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f you didn’t know any better (or didn’t
look that closely), you might think the
phl no Jl)l ywe shows a contractor we )l‘l\'—
ing hard on a job, diligently preparing a

site for a project.

“Take another look.

Yup, that’s me doing a passable imitation of
an excavator operator. I'm sitting on Bobcat’s
418 excavator. The Bobcat folks invited

journalists up to a site near their manufactur-
ing plant in Bismarck, ND, to learn about the
company’s new M-Series loaders and excava-
tors. The M-Series skid-steer and compact
track loaders feature the most significant
design changes ever undertaken, according to
the company. Changes include:
> A hydraulic system that provides more
power to attachments and makes changes
L'.l\i(.'r:
> Larger fuel capacity;
» Holes for frame-mounted counterweights
that increase lifting performance and tractive
effort by 15% to 20% to provide better push-
ing and digging power; and
> Increased lighting, improved visibility and
additional cab comfort.

With the M-Series, Bobcat reengineered
its compact excavators and introduced a
couple new products, the E32 (conventional
tail swing) and E35 (zero tail swing), which fit
into the 3- to 4-ton weight class. The E80 is
categorized in the 6- to 8-ton weight class.

['he machines, which offer an auto-idle
feature to save fuel and reduce sound, feature a
new engine, air intake, pump and valve system,
and cooling and exhaust systems.

For more about the company’s new offer-
ings, visit Bobcat.com.
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PBI/Gordon develops
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JCB earns stripes
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Contractors have new
tool to combat pests



ValleyCrest throws a party for its

60th anniversary

Calabasas, CA — More than 700 guests
attended a garden party to celebrate the
60th anniversary of ValleyCrest Land-
scape Companies on June 25.

ValleyCrest Landscape Companies’
Burton S. Sperber, founder, CEO and
chairman, and Richard A. Sperber, presi-
dent and CEO, hosted the afternoon
event at the cmnpam_\"s corporate campus.

Included among the attendees were
customers, company employees, busi-
ness partners, community members,
friends and dignitaries such as the mayor
of Malibu, city of Calabasas council mem-
bers, and representatives from California
Senators Alex Padilla, and Fran Pavley,
Assemblywoman Julia Brownley, and Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors Zev
Yaroslavsky and Michael D. Antonovich.

The company, which has annual rev-
enues of $1 billion, has more than 11,000
employees and more than 100 locations
nationwide. ValleyCrest operates six busi-
ness units and one subsidiary that deliver
a full array of landscape services.

PEOPLE

ONTHE MOVE

<1 The Fockele Garden Co.

E named Wade Harmening
B! project manager in Hunts-
ville, AL. Harmening, who
has 22 years of experi-
 ence in landscape, main-
tenance and nursery operations in the
Huntsville area, will oversee all company
projects in Huntsville. He's certified in
landscaping and the setting of landscape
plants by the state of Alabama.

Dow AgroSciences an-
nounces changes to

its Turf & Ornamental
business division. Ryan
Messner is black belt in
the Strategy Acceleration

Angel F. Barnuevo, Jr. (center), field deputy
for California State Senator Alex Padilla,
delivers a procolomation honoring Valley-
Crest’s Richard (left) and Burton Sperber.

& Productivity group,
and Maureen Clark, sales
representative, replaced
Messner.

Girard Environmental Services, a full-service
landscaping company based in Seminole
County, FL, has promoted Tim Dyer to
branch manager of its Tampa location,
Mike Furber to branch manager of its Mel-
bourne location and Bobby Shaw to branch
manager of its Sanford operations.

~ DuPont Professional
Products added Adam
Neate, Turf & Ornamental
sales representative, to
its sales force. Neate will
focus on West Virginia,

lowa, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Min-

nesota and North and South Dakota

OR NOT ...

BELIEVE IT

Customer bites back

In April, a man filed a lawsuit
against Chicagoland’s Lurvey
Supply & Garden Center, claiming
he was attacked by a snake that
emerged from fieldstones sold

by the landscaping company.The
customer claims he was bitten

by the snake, and as a result,
suffered injuries to his head, body
and limbs and was temporar-

ily unable to work. He's seeking
more than $50,000 in damages.
(Note: LM’s Managing Editor, Dan
Jacobs, took the accompanying
photo while walking on a golf
course. Jacobs wasn't attacked

by a snake, but he was bitten by a

poisonous swing.) -
i
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Lebanon Seaboard named Ken Bevillard
director of business development for its
consumer products division. Bevillard,
who has more than 25 years experi-
ence in the consumer lawn and garden
industry, previously was vice president-
North America for Hydro Industries. The
company also named Tom Lokitus product
manager in the consumer products
division.

Netafim Ltd., 2 world-
wide manufacturer of
drip irrigation systems,
promoted John Vikupitz
to president and CEO
of Netafim USA. Vikupitz
succeeds Igal Aisenberg, who accepted
the position of president and co-CEO of
Netafim Ltd.
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