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Seed companies divide ABT remains 
The dust is clearing follow-
ing the collapse of 
AgriBioTech (ABT) and 
the subsequent sale of its 
turfgrass seed and specialty 
division assets to Kenneth 
R. Budd and J.R. Simplot. 

Budd is again running 
Lofts Seeds out of Win-
ston-Salem, NC. The Budd 
Group, run by Kenneth 
Budd's uncle, Richard 
Budd, bought Lofts Seed, 
Inc., in June 1996. Lofts 
Seed was then merged with 
AgriBioTech in January 1998, 
and Richard and Kenneth be-
came officers in ABT. Kenneth 
Budd was named president 
chief operating officer of ABT 
in June 1999. 

In August, Lofts struck an 

Barenbrug USA's Marc Cool, left, and Roeland 
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Oregon Dept. of Agriculture. 

agreement with Barenbrug 
USA, Tangent, OR, authoriz-
ing that company to handle all 
phases of Lofts grass seed pro-

duction, packag-
ing and shipping 
on the West 
Coast. 

"This provides 
stability to the 
growers on the 
West Coast who 
were extremely 
nervous about 
ABT's bankruptcy 
and for two years 
didn't know who 
would buy their 
seed and take de-
livery. Now they 
can be assured 
that someone will 

buy their seed and take deliv-
ery," Barenbrug USA's Marc 
Cool told LM. 

It also provides stability for 

users of Lofts seeds on the East 
Coast. "Lofts is now able to focus 
on serving and supplying seed to 
users in the East," he added. 

Meanwhile, J. R. Simplot, 
Post Falls, ID, reported that the 
part of ABT that it acquired in-
cludes the production and mar-
keting rights for a number of 
turfgrass seed varieties, various 
international production con-
tracts and several distribution 
locations. 

The seed varieties include: 
L-93 creeping bentgrass, 
Southshore creeping bentgrass, 
Jamestown II chewings fescue 
and Jaguar 3 turftype tall fes-
cue. They have also acquired 
the rights to Signature bent-
grass blend and Pinto wildflow-
ers mixture. 

l u l l « ! C e x f t t i e v 
VIDEOS AND LITERATURE FOR THE GREEN INDUSTRY 
THE TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT 
INFORMATION DIRECTORY... is now 
available for sale. The directory, in its 
third edition and edited by Dr. Keith 
Karnok, University of Georgia, con-
tains almost 8,000 entries.Cost is 
$19.95, and discounts are available 
when ordering more than five copies. 
For more information call Ann Arbor 
Press at 800-487-2323. 

COOL SEASON TURF DISEASES AND 
THEIR MANAGEMENT CD. .. Dr. 
Henry T. "Hank" Wilkinson knows a 
nasty turfgrass fungus when he sees 
one, so who better to offer this CD? 
With assistance from Dr. M.C. 
Shurtleff, also of the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Wilkinson describes the fungi that 
drive cool-season turfgrass man-
agers crazy, how to tell one from 
another and how to control them. 
Wilkinson has held the position of 
turfgrass pathologist at Illinois since 
the inception of the position there 
in 1982. Call 217/333-7738; fax 
217/244-3219; 
http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/iaturf.htm. 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS... 
may be easier to find after the new 
Tractor Loader Backhoe (TLB) 
instruction manual is distributed. 
The manual, available through Vista 
Training, Inc., is designed to teach 

new operators, refresh experienced 
operators and help all operators 
safely perform routine and unusual 
jobs. Hundreds of pictures and dia-
grams along with plain-talk instruc-
tion will the inexperienced become 
proficient operators of the TLB, the 
most popular type of construction 
equipment in use. The manual costs 
$38 and can be ordered by calling 
Vista at 800/942-2886. 

DRIP IRRIGATION MADE EASY... 
by Drip Rite Irrigation Products' Drip 
Irrigation Products Catalog and 
Design Manual. To obtain the catalog 
log on to Drip Rite's Web site at 

http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/iaturf.htm

