
Mulch refresher course 
Mulch applied too high 
around trees can cause 
multiple tree problems. 

B y N A N C Y S T A I R S / T e c h n i c a l 

E d i t o r 

he benefits and the methods of 

using mulch have been pro-

claimed for s o m e t ime but w e 

are still seeing the extensive 

flHH misuse or lack of mulch use in 

the landscape. It is all t oo c o m m o n to see 

landscape trees showing w o u n d s from re-

peated injury from mowers , a definite 

stress factor which can make the tree more 

susceptible to pest and disease organisms. 

You can overuse mulch too, in particu-

lar, piling of mulch around the trunk of a 

tree. This practice is far too c o m m o n and 

provides no benefit to the trees. Wi th vol-

cano mulching' the concerns can be boiled 

d o w n to the fact that mulch in close contact 

with the tree trunk holds moisture against 

the bark. This is an ideal environment for 

pests and fungi to exist and attack the tree. 

This is not so different than leaving tree 

wrap or burlap on the trunk of a young tree. 

Often, upon removal of these materials you 

can find various insects, pupae and cankers. 

Mulch placed directly against a tree trunk 

can also promote the growth of adventitious 

roots for some species. This may cause addi-

tional stress to the tree if the mulch dries 

out or is removed. 

Get a real HydroSeeder 
for just $149 a month 

Don't settle for less than the real thing Ideal for use at : 
for small hydroseeding applications. 
Only a genuine FINN T-30 
HydroSeeder* gives you all this: 

• Durable 300 gallon steel tank 
• Hydraulic reversible agitator for 

thorough mixing 
• Simple one-man controls 
• Patented FINN centrifugal pump 

to handle the thickest slurries 
with ease 

* Based on list price, 15% down. 48 month 
lease-purchase, 10% buyout HydroSeeder* 
is a registered trademark of FINN Corporation. 
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In some cases, upon closer inspection of 

one of these trees with Volcano mulch', you 

can find that the issue is not the amount of 

mulch used but instead reflects a tree that 

has been planted with the root ball almost 

completely out of the ground. While plant-

ing a tree with a raised root ball is suggested 

for sites with poor drainage, there is nothing 

in the literature that supports a tree being 

planted with more than A of the root ball 

above ground 

level. 

A t planting, 

the mulch should 

be placed over 

the root ball area 

and extend a little 

further. Since the 

tree roots will 

cont inue to ex-

tend further and 

further from the 

tree itself, the 

mulch can also be 

ex tended to pro-

vide the small absorbing roots with suitable 

growing conditions. Naturally, there are 

limits to h o w far a mulch ring can reason-

ably be expanded but for the first f e w years 

after planting this should be a considera-

tion. 

Mulch is not a one- t ime deal. As the 

mulch degrades into the soil, additional 

mulch can b e added to the recommended 

depths. In s o m e cases, comple te removal 

and replacement of mulch may be appro-

priate. For trees located in areas where 

winter conditions require salting of walks 

and roads the mulch can end up holding a 

build up of salt. Wi th spring rains the trees 

are repeatedly treated to doses of salt di-

rectly into the root zone. T h e removal and 

replacement of mulch early in the spring 

can help reduce s o m e of that impact. LM 

Mulch should 
he between 2 
to 4 inches 
deep and 
should not 
come into con-
tact with the 
tree trunk. 
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