
Grab Bag 
10 ways to use 
recycled materials 
in landscapes 

© Facilitate deep root g r o w t h 
and water ing: staking a 
recycled plastic pipe deep 
into t h e ground near t h e 
plants. Leave some of t h e 
recycled plastic piping 
exposed; fill w i t h water . 

© A m e n d and renew topsoil 
w i t h compost, which adds 
nutrients and holds 
moisture and w a t e r bet ter 
t h a n u n a m e n d e d soil. 

® Build raised f lower beds 
f r o m recycled plastic 
lumber. Recycled plastic 
lumber wil l not decay and 
does not need t o be stained 
or t reated. 

® Mix polystyrene packing 
'peanuts' w i t h pot t ing soil 
for larger containers in 
urban or roof top container 
gardens. The 'peanuts' 
create pore spaces for w a t e r 
and air. 

® Use tiles of recycled glass t o 
accent a garden pat io f loor. 

® Substitute recycled plastic 
plant and t ree stakes for 
w o o d e n stakes. 

® Use edging mater ial for 
clean lines in your garden 
beds and walkways. 

(D Combine broken concrete, 
old bricks, composite 
lumber scraps and natural 
stone t o f o r m walls w i t h 
texture and character 
a round t h e garden. 

(D Plan outdoor seating w i th in 
a garden as a reprieve for 
t h e gardener and guests, 

and as a bet ter v iewing 
point for t h e surrounding 
landscape. Benches and 
lawn furn i ture m a d e f r o m 
recycled plastic lumber are 
more durable t h a n those 
m a d e of w o o d , Gagnon 
says, and resist mold, 
m i ldew or d a m a g e f r o m 
animals or insects. 

(D Experiment w i t h texture, 
color and height in t h e gar-
den, w h e t h e r w i t h plant-
ings, furnishings or decora-
t ive objects. 

—Joyce F. Gagnon 

Ryan Tripp completes trek to D.C. 
on mower, sets world record 

12-year old Ryan Tripp of Beaver, Utah, has completed his 
3100-mi le ride t o Wash ington D.C. W h y is this special news? 
Because Tripp m a d e t h e journey on a W a l k e r M o d e l T lawn 
m o w e r . In so doing, he broke t h e previous Guinness Book of 

World Records' 3034-mi le m o w e r ride. Tripp w e n t on t h e 42-
day ride on behalf of W h i t n i e Pender, an infant girl in need for 
a liver transplant. 

RECYCLED PLASTICS MAKE BEAUTIFUL GARDEN PRODUCTS 
" T h e r e are m a n y ways recycled plastics a n d o t h e r mater ia ls can m a k e your g a r d e n 

g r e e n e r , " says Joyce F. G a g n o n , a specialist in t h e use o f recycled products in landscapes 
a n d gardens. As a f o r m e r m a r k e t i n g specialist fo r t h e King County Commission for 
M a r k e t i n g Recyclable mater ia ls in Seatt le , G a g n o n w o r k e d fo r f ive years t o he lp land-
scape architects a n d designers used recycled products. Her consul t ing f i rm, INCogni to , is 
based in Seatt le . T h e p h o t o s h o w n uses plastics as accents a n d borders. G a g n o n of fers 
10 t ips for m a k i n g gardens m o r e a d a p t a b l e for recycled plastics, w h i c h w e list a t lef t . 

Grab Bag features brief observations and prognostica-
tions throughout the green industry. If you have an un-
usual photo or comment you'd like to share with us, please 
send it in... 


