
HOT TOPICS 

Spring snows hit Northeast, floods 
drown Midwest 
b y T E R R Y M C I V E R / E d i t o r - i n - c h i e f 

The temperature in Cleveland 
peaked at 74 degrees on Sun-
day, April 6. In North Dakota 
on that same day, snow drifts 
reached as high as 20 feet. 

On April 18, North 
Dakota's Red River had 
crested at 54 feet, and Grand 
Forks residents didn't know 
when, or if, they'd ever make 
it back inside their homes. 

Weather was the lead 
story in the minds of many 
green industry professionals 
in the east, northeast and 
midwest, as un-spring-like 
conditions prevailed. 

Scott Buitta of American 
Lawn Care, Norwell, Mass., 
said the two feet of snow 
didn't interfere with his 
scheduling, because he ex-
pected it to happen. 

"Some of the commercial 
companies had already been 
out there applying product," 
says Buitta. "It kind of shows 
you their timing. They've 
been out there a month. I was 
expecting something to hap-
pen. Last year we had eight 
inches the same week." 
The plows go back on 

"We were all set for spring," 
said Michael Byrne of Byrne 
Brothers Landscaping, Inc., 
Essex, Mass. "We had taken 
off all the plow stakes on prop-
erties, and were scheduled to 
go to work on April 2." 

Instead, the plows went 
back on, and Byrne's com-

pany had to handle a 32-inch 
snowfall. 

"We had about 40 guys 
out shoveling," said Byrne, 
who teamed with one or two 
other companies to meet 
each others snow removal 
equipment needs, which was 
better than the municipal 
crews were able to do. 

City crews in Boston were 
sharply criticized by residents 
for inept snow removal. The 
National Guard was called in 
to help remove fallen trees 
and utility poles, and resi-
dents were shoveling the 
streets to get to their cars. 

"We thought we had 
enough plows," said Boston 
Mayor Thomas Menino. 
Turf disease pressure? 

As far as disease pressure 
on New England turf, Gail 
Schumann, plant pathologist 
at the University of Massa-
chussetts, says disease will 
likely be minimal since the 
turf was briefly covered. 

"I've had a couple samples 
come in where the frost 
seems to be affecting some of 
the poa annua, but it isn't 
killing the plant, because the 
crowns are alive. It will prob-
ably come back when we get 
a stretch of warm weather. 
But with the weather, none 
of us should be doing any 
predicting,"says Schumann. 

"Many in the Northeast 
are telling me that the bent-

grass came through winter 
well. Even though it was a 
fairly open winter, it wasn't 
extremely cold." 
Town evacuated 

North Dakota's troubles 
began with blizzards and 
super cold temperatures. 
Subsequent flooding hit parts 
of the Midwest on April 6 
and continued for days. 
Fargo, N.D. was virtually 
shut down, as were state 
highways, due to blizzard 
conditions, and residents of 
Montevideo, Minn, were 
looking at a swollen Min-
nesota River ready to over-
flow its banks in chilly 40 
mph winds. 

Grand Forks, N.D., was 
evacuated during the third 
week in April. 

"For the last couple weeks 
we've had our people out 
helping other people sand-
bag," said George Sholy, of 
S&S Landscaping, Fargo, 
N.D. Sholy said many of his 
clients' properties were under 
water, but the worst damage 
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Play snowball! A grounds 

worker pushes a snow blower 

across the infield of Boston's 

Fenway Park on April 1,10 days 

before the home opener. 

was in Grand Forks, where 
the Red River crested at 54 
feet. 

Steve Snortum, owner of 
Snortum Nursery, Granite 
Falls, Minn., called the floods 
there "the worse since 1969. 

"Bridges have washed out, 
the Salvation Army's here, 
and it's snowing so it's kind of 
bleak," said Snortum. 
Thinking positive 

On the upside, Snortum 
predicted future business ac-
tivity from lawn renovations, 
even though the profit mar-
gin on the service is low. 

Also, the floods will obvi-
ously delay landscape installa-
tion projects. 

"Renovations will be 
needed due to the mud; the 

cont. on page 18 
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'Career Days' hits big 
numbers in Texas 
DALLAS— Some students climbed 
trees. Others covered a parking lot 
with an irrigation grid. A few dozen 
tried their best to identify weeds 
and turf, while some made sales 
presentations to the pros. 

It was all part of The Associated 
Landscape Contractors of Amer-
ica's 21st Annual Student Career 
Days competition, held at Richland 
College March 20-23. 

A reported 550 students from 
39 schools came in for the event, 
which each year tests the landscape 
and horticulture smarts of students 
enrolled in two- or four-year col-
leges across the country. 

"This is definitely going to go 
down as one of the best Student 
Career Days we have ever had," 
said Career Days Chairman, Drew 
St. John, II, CLP, of St. John and 

Ron, left, and Chris Kujawa of Kujawa Enterprises, were 

looking to hire 'just one good person' at Career Days. 

There were plenty of candidates to choose from. 

Associates, Hattiesburg, Miss. 
"We keep exceeding our expec-

tations and goals. We had a 35 per-
cent increase in participation over 
last year," reported St. John, who 
attributed the Career Days success 

to a strong economy, a good central 
location and an enhanced aware-
ness of ALCA and its curriculum 
programs across the country. 

Students competed in 20 events 
that tested school teams on skills 
and ability to implement sound 
landscaping practices and princi-
ples, including design, sales skills 
and plant identification. 
A look at the 'real world' 

Mike McPherson of the Oregon 
Landscape Contractors Association 
helped judge the irrigation installa-
tion event. 

"This gives you a chance to see 
how technical it can be," said 
McPherson. "It gives the students a 
good idea of what they're up 
against." 

"Most of [the irrigation contes-
tants] have a lot to learn. But that's 

what we ex-
pected," said an-
other judge. "You 
can tell the people 
who have worked 
in the field from 
the ones who have 
had only book 
learning." 

Mike Seneff, 
president of Plant 
Interscapes, at-
tended the Sales 
Presentation com-
petition, in which 
students were ex-

pected to "sell" a contract to a 
client, played by an industry profes-
sional. 

"Most of the students took the 
presentations very seriously in terms 

cont. on page 21 
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National Guard trucks driving across peo-
ple's lawns; front-end loaders; and sand bag 
debris," said Snortum, whose business was 
not flooded. 

"We normally begin to install landscapes 
about the second week in April. Right now 
we don't have a cash flow due to the blizzard 
and flooding. The one advantage to all this is 
that we have a great opportunity to get our 
garden store organized and the plants potted." 

PLCAA director job a hot item 
Jeffersonvilie, Ind.—Lots of people want to 
be executive director of PLCAA, headquartered 

in Marietta, Ga. Within several weeks of ad-

vertising for a new executive director, the 

PLCAA search committee had received 178 

responses. 

"Frankly, I was surprised at the number," 

says Larry Messina, chairman of the search 

committee and PLCAA president-elect. 

Messina says the committee is narrowing its 

list of candidates, and hopes to present its rec-

ommendations at the PLCAA board meeting 

May 16-17. 

The search committee advertised the open-

ing in the Washington Post Atlanta Journal-
Constitution and Chicago Tribune newspapers 

in addition to several trade magazines directed 

at association off icers. 

"We have some excellent people who have 

applied for the position. We feel confident that 

when we get down to our final decision we will 

have a very, very qualified person," says Messina. 

Ann McClure, who had served as PLCAA exec-

utive director for six years, left the job in April to 

manage the International Gas Turbine Institute. 

Green industry publisher dies at 76 
CLEVELAND— James A. Nelson, who began 

Weeds Trees & Turf magazine—which was later 

renamed LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT—died April 16 

in a nursing facility in Lakewood, Ohio. Cause of 

death was a brain tumor. 

Nelson began Weeds Trees & Turf and Pest 

Control magazines as part of his Trade Maga-

zines, Inc. company, which also published books. 

Both magazines are now published by Advanstar 

Communications, headquartered in Cleveland. 
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Student Career Days contestants competed in 20 events, including a wood con-
struction competition on an outdoor stage. 

of their attire and politeness, and 
they seemed pretty well-prepared 
with the numbers," said Seneff. 

"Those that seemed to do better 
were the ones who identified with 
the customer's needs and really 
gave the feeling that they were a 
partner with the customer." 

Landscape/horticulture students met 
with prospective employers during 
ALCA Student Career Days. 

Alexander Warren, horticulture 
instructor at Northwest College, 
Houston, said Career Days helps 
teachers leam what employers want 
from employees. 

"What do we, as instructors, need 
to know to put people into the in-
dustry? That's what we have to be 
concerned about," said Warren. 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo took 
first place in the overall standings; 
Virginia Tech came in second; Col-
orado State University was third. 
Interviews with companies 

Prior to the competition, stu-
dents looking for work in the green 
industry met with company repre-
sentatives in a trade show setting. 

Seventy-six landscape compa-
nies and industry suppliers donated 
time, money and materials to the 
four-day event. 

During welcoming remarks, 
Chris Kujawa, KEI Enterprises, 
Inc., Kudahy, Wise., announced the 
formation of the ALCA Educa-
tional Foundation, Inc. 

"It's a 100 percent scholarship 
granting organization," explained 
Kujawa. "We've got more than 
$100,000 in the bank, we've got 
some major donors, and some 
5000-plus anonymous donors lining 
up left and right. The Toro Corpo-
ration has sponsored our first $1000 
scholarship, with a donation of 
$10,000." 

Kujawa said the increased 
amount in scholarship funding will 
enable ALCA to award larger 
grants to individual students. 

—Terry Mclver 

"Ambassadors' 
tell turf story 

The GCSAA/PLCAA/RISE "Ambas-
sador" speakers program is in full swing, and 
as of April, 23 presentations on the benefits 
of turfgrass had been made to students and 
civic groups. 

Jon Cundiff, president of Turfs Up Lawn 
Service, Lee's Summit, Mo., made a presen-
tation recently to 2nd graders at Pleasant Lea 
Elementary School. 

"We covered insects that were problems 
in our industry; the benefits of turf; why it's 
important to maintain turf; and why it's im-
portant to keep trees and shrubs healthy," 
said Cundiff. 
Relate to audience 

Tom Gray, CGCS, Franklin Hills Country 
Club, Bloomfield Hills, Mich., has used slide 
presentations during his talks to Lions and 
Rotary Clubs. 

"I start with a slide of Augusta National. 
That grades the industry, because everybody 
tries to compete with Augusta," said Gray. 

Gray gets questions on spikeless golf 
shoes, to moles, to fertilizer timing. 

None of the audience members have ex-
pressed any hostility to chemicals. In fact, 
Gray said, he's had to emphasize to some 
overzealous diazinon users the need to use 
chemicals properly. 

Steve Neuliep, superintendent at The 
Dunes Club, New Buffalo, Mich., has made 
presentations to club management and the 
Merrillville, Ind., Rotary Club. 

"Things work out much better when you 
'bring it home,' and use analogies your audi-
ence is familiar with," said Neuliep. 

"You can sit up there and spout out scien-
tific facts, but if you don't use analogies, and 
things people are familiar with, you leave 
them flabbergasted with data." 

The "Ambassador" program is led by Deb 
Rudin of the D.A. Rudin Co., Peoria, 111. and 
program manager Elizabeth Lawder of RISE, 
Washington, D.C. 

—Terry Mclver 


