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Do the best supers
wear Etonics? They
do now!

As a component of the three-year partner-
ship, Etonic will market its Dri-Lite Series golf
shoes as “GCSAA's Official Superintendent's
Shoe.”

“By working in conjunction with the people
responsible for maintaining golf courses nation-
wide, Etonic will gain input that will allow the
company to produce golf shoes that are best
suited for today’s golf courses, while also
strengthening our stature as the industry leader in
the alternative spike market," says Bill Kirkendall,
president of Etonic Worldwide Corporation.

Etonic and GCSAA will share information in
areas related to alternative spikes, focus group
discussions, professional development and indus-
try-client round table forums.

Bollig suggests that the information ex-
changed between the two groups would likely
consist of turf research information.

“It’'s one of those things that if Etonic called
and said ‘we're trying to develop a product,
what have you guys found,” says Bollig.

“And from [Etonic’s] standpoint, if they do
any testing...they'd share with our membership.”

Does GCSAA or does it not favor altemative
spikes?

“From a strictly agronomic focus, | would say
‘yes' says Jeff Bollig, spokesman for GCSAA.
“But knowing that the game of golf involves
more than just [the superintendent’s] area, we
have to look at this on a wide-range basis.

For example, says Bollig, “There’s bermuda-
grass courses with very little traffic, and there’s
probably no reason to mandate some of these
courses to go to alternative spikes. There's also
some of our members who feel that because the
alternative spike craze has hit, people are going
to change automatically, and it's just a matter of
time [before all courses mandate their use].

Etonic will help to fund the GCSAA's De-
velopment Series, and will also contribute to the
GCSAA Foundation. O



