ASSOCIATION NEWS

Irrigation Assoc.
supports Il1.
contractor case

The Irrigation Association has voted to
start a matching fund of $7000 to help the Illi-
nois Turf Irrigation Association pay legal fees
in a case before the Illinois Supreme Court.

At issue is the right of irrigation contractors
to assemble irrigation components down-
stream of backflow prevention devices. The
issue centers around where a plumbing system
starts and where it ends. In the past, the back-
flow device was considered the point where
the plumbing system ends. However, a
Chicago irrigation contractor was cited in
1995 for assembling an irrigation system
downstream of a backflow device, which is
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NJ Alliance
auction helps out

The Alliance for Environmental
Concerns, Warren, NJ, added $2900 to
its coffers during a recent silent auction.
The monies help support AEC operat-
ing expenses and programs.

Product contributors include
Lebanon Turf Products; DowElanco;
Novartis Turf & Ornamental Products;
W.A. Cleary Co.; Barenbrug Seed Co.;
Plant Food Company, Inc.; Wilfred
MacDonald, Inc.; Lesco; and White
Beeches Golf & Country Club.

The AEC tracks and reports on de-
velopments in legislation that directly
affects product applicators. It supports
reasonable pesticide regulations and
sound application practices. O
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legal according to common industry practices.

Contractors say they are being picked on
because the Illinois Health Department does
not require licensed plumbers to install over-
head fire sprinklers, water conditioners and
softeners and agricultural irrigation.

“If the Supreme Court does not correct this
mistake, then our industry will be prevented
from pursuing our trade and the price of irriga-
tion system installation in the state will rise dra-
matically,” says Michael Clark, irrigation man-
ager for the Brickman Group, Ltd.

“Licensed plumbers charge twice as much
as landscape contractors to install turf irriga-
tion systems. Furthermore, the error might set
a precedent for other states to follow. That
would be devastating to our industry.”

Dan Cassidy, president of the [llinois Turf
Irrigation Association, says it takes five years of
apprenticeship to become a licensed plumber,
and there is only one question on the plumb-
ing exam about irrigation systems, Cassidy
says the backflow device manufacturers con-
tributed to the heightened fear of backflow
potential in the state health department,
which led to this controversy. O



