If grubs are killing the turf, they’ll be easy to find once you pull
back a section of turf.

2.5-acre fescue lawn at the main entrance to the Ravinia
complex in Atlanta.

“Over a three-day period in May of this year, 90 percent
of the turf lost all color," writes Chastain. “Irrigation was
running at 100 percent, and no disease was present. It is a
Class A+ property, a six-figure yearly contract and a big-
time stress factor.”

What did he do? He sought help.

“We conducted a soil profile diagnosis. It indicated
extreme compaction. So we used a soil-injected ‘Grow
Gun'’ application of a special polymer and microbial spores
on a 24-inch grid. Now, at the end of August, the turf is
beautiful.”

Leslie Wing, grounds supervisor at Central Washington
University, Ellensburg, Wash., had problems with fairy ring.

“When [ started here, the grounds crew tried everything
to get rid of the fairy rings on the infield of the varsity base-
ball diamond, to no avail,"” he writes. “They had even tried
some detergent to help the water penetrate the area.

“So back in my memory, I pulled out a fact that the rings
never cross and if they do cross or get too close to each
other, then they die out.

“So if you take part of one colony and put it into another
colony, they will wipe each other out. Hey—don't laugh!

“At the start of baseball season, we cut out the sod and
replaced the sod and I took chunks from each of the several
circles and traded them around. We now have no fairy rings
two years later. Try it if you like; it certainly costs less than
fungicides.”

For their cooperation, each of the three people men-
tioned here will get official “Landscape Management” caps.
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