il, e-mail, fax, etc.

No throw-away
To the editor:

Finally, after years of throwing the trade mags in the magazine rack due to lack of
good, solid information, | can enjoy this one. The November, 1995 issue was loaded
with good tips for this 11-year warrior.

| look forward to next month and intend to follow some new paths due to an article
or two. Thanks.

Shawn Wakefield
Wakefield Landscape
Auburn, Calif.

(Shawm: Ahhhh. Like the homeowner or golfer who gushes over the property, it's com-
ments like this that keep us editors going every month.)

Editors’ choice?
To the editor:

Referring to your article in the February '96 issue of Lanbscare ManaGemenT “Editors’
Choice: Products for 1996, you made the statement that the Groundtek Lady Bug is
“neat.” It seems to me that this machine compromises operator safety.

The spray boom is in front of the operator, subjecting him/her to spray drift. The ro-
tary spreader is in front of the operator as well, subjecting him/her to fertilizer dust or—
even worse—chemical dust in the case of combination products. Mounting these be-
hind the operator seems like a much safer way to go.

As a golf course superintendent, | am very aware of the safety concerns the public
has regarding pesticide usage and the importance of having professionals apply these
products. This machine does not look very professional to me.

| am very interested in hearing your comments regarding this.

Larry Livingston
via e-mail

(Larry: George Bori, general manager at Groundtek, addresses your concems about the
Lady Bug:

“There is a safety shield behind the spreader, and—as always—it's suggested that the op-
erator wear the proper clothing and respiration equipment.

“The sprayer works with a low rate of pressure—10 psi—at the boom, and the special
nozzles we use are low to the ground. The sprayer is also angled for good coverage, and the
boom is so dlose to the operator that, as you travel forward, the product goes away from you.
So drift is practically non-existent. You should, however, make sure to use quality materials
with low dust to further reduce any potential problems.

“Obviously, if there was a problem, I wouldn't have large companies interested [buying]
in the unit.”)

LANDSCA




