
No time for 
smugness in 
Washington 
ORLANDO, F/a.—Don't get too smug 

about the recent silence of lawn care crit-

ics, particularly in Washington D.C., warns 

LCO Robert Andrews. 

"Historically, when do we get into trou-

ble? When we're not under the gun," says 

Andrews. 

Andrews, the 1993 president of the 

Professional Lawn Care Association of 

America (PLCAA), says the Republican 

landslide this past November heartened 

many LCOs, but political fortunes can 

change rapidly. "Two years ago (President) 

Clinton was on top of the world. He's down 

now, but don't count him out. 

"If we start to mess up. If we let our 

guard down. If we get sloppy, the wolf will 

be back at the door." 

Also, points out Andrews, agriculture's 

clout in Washington D.C. will likely con-

tinue declining. An example is the broad-

sides being aimed at farm subsidies. 

"That big umbrella that agriculture 

protects us with, to a great extent, is 

declining," says Andrews who owns a lawn 

care company near Indianapolis. He made 

these comments at a seminar he conduct-

ed here in January on behalf of PLCAA. 

—Ron Hal! 

Massachusetts 
gets pre-emption 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS.—At the end of the 

1994 legislative year Governor William 

Weld signed into law preemption legisla-

tion in Massachusetts. This law gives the 

state exclusive authority to regulate pesti-

cies. It goes into effect at the end of March. 

The Massachusetts Association of Lawn 

Care Professionals along with the 

Associated Landscape Contractors of 

Mass., the Mass. Arborists Association, and 

the New England Pest Control Association 

worked for the last three years to insure 

passage of this bill. 

Landscape managers told 
to educate the public 
TWIN FALLS, Ida.— Members of the 

Environmental Care Association were told 

by Doug Fender that they must become 

more proactive by sharing scientifically-

based facts about the benefits of turfgrass 

with the public. 

Fender, executive director of Turfgrass 

Producers International, made his com-

ments during the organization's annual 

meeting here earlier this year. 

He said everyone in the turfgrass 

industry must counter the pseudo-scientif-

ic attacks by people he termed "eco-terror-

ists" during his hour-long presentation. 

"What does a rain forest do that a lawn 

doesn't also do?" Fender asked rhetorical-

ly. "Both lawns and rain forests are made 

up of thousands or millions of plants. The 

average lawn...is a forest of grass. Who 

knows: maybe like the hope we hold for 

the rain forests, the cure for many diseases 

may be waiting to be discovered, right 

under our feet." 

INFO 
CENTER 

Books, literature and videos for the green industry 

NOW ON CD-ROM...A computer CD-

ROM disk is now available from Colorado 

State University's Cooperative Extension 

Service for horticulturists. It features a col-

lection of CSU's latest research on lawn 

care, selection and care of trees and shrubs, 

and flower and perennial growing. 

It also contains the following CSU pub-

lications: "Woody Landscape Plants for the 

High Plains," "Flowering Herbaceous 

Perennials for the High Plains," "Insects 

that Feed on Colorado Trees," and "Shrubs 

and Household Insects of the Rocky 

Mountain States." 

The disk contains more than 5,000 fact 

sheets and 2,000 graphics. It is available in 

Windows, DOS, Mac and Unix versions. 

Send $40 to Resource Center, 115 General 

Services Bldg., CSU, Fort Collins, CO 

80523 or phone (303) 491-6198. 

WEEDS & DISEASES..."Biological 

Control of Weeds and Plant Diseases" by 

Elroy L. Rice, professor emeritus of 

botany, is available from the University of 

Oklahoma. The 448-page text contains 

information useful to plant pathologists, 

agronomists, foresters and horticulturists. 

To order, send $55 to the University of 

Oklahoma Press, P.O. Box 787, Norman, 

OK 73070 or call (800) 627-7377. Stipulate 

publication #2698-1. 

PRECIPITATION RATES...A new irri-

gation training program entitled 

"Precipitation Rates and Sprinkler Irri-

gation," from Hunter Industries, is for 

educators, distributors, contractors and 

irrigation designers. It includes an in-

structor's manual, student manuals, 75 

slides and a quick-calc slide rule. Cost is 

$45: additional student manuals are $1.50 

each. To order, call (619) 744-5240. 

TREE TRIMMING MANUAL...ACRT 

Institute is selling "The Line Clearance 

Tree Trimmer Certification Manual" for 

$120. Using it for training will fulfill 

OSHA's special training requirement that 

went into effect Jan. 31. The manual has 

more than 200 illustrations. To order, or 

for more information, call ACRT at (800) 

622-2562 or write ACRT, P.O. Box 219, 

Kent, OH 44240. 

ENVIRONMENTAL GOLF..."An Envi-

ronmental Approach to Golf Course 

Development" is available from the Amer-

ican Society of Golf Course Architects. The 

48-page brochure, which includes a fore-

ward by the U.S. EPA, shows how golf 

courses can complement the environment, 

and includes case studies and specific 

checklists for reference during the process 

of applying for the appropriate permits. 

Copies are available for $10 each from: 

ASGCA, 221 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, IL 

60601. 

STREET TREES...A 188-page full color 

book titled "Street Trees Recom-mended 

for Southern California" is available from 

Street Tree Seminar, Inc. The book con-

tains more than 350 photographs of 85 dif-

ferent trees. The text is designed for seri-

ous students, professional tree managers 

and casual reference. For more informa-

tion, write to Chairman, Publica-tions 

Committee, Street Tree Seminar, P.O. Box 

3222, Anaheim, CA 92803; or phone (714) 

991-1900. 


