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C O V E R F E A T U R E 
6 Readers rate the mowers 

What 's most impor tan t to you? Qual i ty? Price? 

Serviceability? Here's what landscapers and superin-

tendents think of today's mowing equipment. 

F E A T U R E S 

8 LM Reports: Biostimulants 
A decade ago, turfgrass professionals scoffed at the 

idea of spraying something like processed seaweed 

extract on turfgrass. They're listening now. They're 

also buying so-called plant biostimulants in record 

amounts. 

Ron Hall 

10 Planting bulbs 
Now is the time to plant flower bulbs for a colorful 

effect on the landscape come next spring. Here are 

some helpful hints. 

Jerry Roche 

14 Training is more than books 
For an effective employee training program, you have 

to envision it, believe in it, and have a definitive phi-

losophy. 

John B. Calsin, Jr. 

16 EPA eyes standard posting 
The national regulating agency recommends posting 

for LCOs, parks, golf courses and homeowners, and 

doesn't rule out federal posting law. 

Ron Hall 

G O L F & A T H L E T I C T U R F 

25 Course maintenance trends 
A survey conducted at the GCSAA show tells us that 

PGRs and increased color are two of the trends taking 

hold at the nation's golf courses. Further research 

supports it. 

Jerry Roche 

27 Overseeing new construction 
It's never easy, but conscientious golf course superin-

tendents like Tim Smith at Hawk's Nest are involved 

from the start. 

Jerry Roche 

30 Non-monetary motivation 
Finding ways to motivate your maintenance staff is no 

easy task. The work can be tedious and monotonous, 

even at the best of times. 

Sam Crowe, Craig Conner 

32 Budgeting priorities 
Making out a 'wish list' of athletic field projects—even 

at the University of Notre Dame—is never an easy 

proposition, as the facilities manager and athletic 

department business manager concur. 

Dale Getz, Bubba Cunningham 

T E C H C E N T E R 

33 Winterizing landscapes 
Last winter, "the record-breaking temperatures, deep 

snow and ice storms took their toll on almost every-

one's landscape," says Dr. J. Robert Nuss. Can you pre-

vent the same thing from happening this year? 

Terry Mclver 



34 Take-all patch springs up 
A disease that appears to be either brown patch or grub damage, 

but upon closer inspection is not. 

James E. Guyette 

H O T T O P I C S 
37 GIE: Meet me in St. Looie 

The fifth annual Green Industry Expo and its attendant national 

conventions (PLCAA, ALCA, PGMS) are shaping up quite nicely, 

thank you. Here is a look at the line-up for attendees, including 

the keynote speech by former Pittsburgh Steeler Rocky Bleier. 

38 Electing new leaders 
Dale Amstutz becomes the 15th president of PLCAA, while 

Steven W. Chapman, CGM, takes over as president of PGMS next 

month at the annual meetings of the two organizations. 

Ron Hall 
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J o e Alonz i 
Westchester Country Club 
Rye, N.Y. 

R o d Bai ley 
Evergreen Services 
Bellevue, Wash. 

Alan Culver 
Mahoney Golf Course 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Char l i e R a c u s i n 
Environmental Ldsc. Services 
Houston, Tex. 

J a c k R o b e r t s o n 
Robertson Lawn Care 
Springfield, III. 

S t e v e W i g h t m a n 
Jack Murphy Stadium 
San Diego, Calif. 
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