
LANDSCAPE 
MANAGEMENT 

i s a p r o u d m e m b e r o f t h e s e 
g r e e n i n d u s t r y p r o f e s s i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s : 

MAA 
Associated Landscape Contractors of America. 
1 2 2 0 0 S u n r i s e Va l ley Dr . , S u i t e 1 5 0 , R e s t o n , VA; 
( 7 0 3 ) 6 2 0 - 6 3 6 3 . 
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American Association of Nurserymen (National 
Landscape Association), 1 2 5 0 I S t . NW. S u i t e 
5 0 0 , W a s h i n g t o n , DC 2 0 0 0 5 : ( 2 0 2 ) 7 8 9 - 2 9 0 0 . 

American Sod Producers Association, 1 8 5 5 - A 
H i c k s Rd. , Ro l l i ng M e a d o w s . IL 6 0 0 0 8 : ( 7 0 8 ) 
7 0 5 - 9 8 9 8 . 

Golf Course Superintendents Association of 
America, 1 4 2 1 R e s e a r c h Park Dr . . L a w r e n c e . K S 
6 6 0 4 9 - 3 8 5 9 ; ( 9 1 3 ) 8 4 1 - 2 2 4 0 . 

International Society of Arboriculture. P.O. Box 
9 0 8 , U r b a n a , IL 6 1 8 0 1 ; ( 2 1 7 ) 3 2 8 - 2 0 3 2 . 

International Turfgrass Society, C r o p & So i l 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l S c i e n c e s , VPI-SU, B l a c k s b u r g , VA 
2 4 0 6 1 - 0 4 0 3 ; ( 7 0 3 ) 2 3 1 - 9 7 9 6 . 

National Arborist Association, The M e e t i n g P lace 
M a l l , P.O. Box 1 0 9 4 , A m h e r s t . NH 0 3 0 3 1 - 1 0 9 4 ; 
( 6 0 3 ) 6 7 3 - 3 3 1 1 . 

National Golf Foundation. 1 1 5 0 S o u t h U .S . 
H ighway One , Jup i t e r , FL 3 3 4 7 7 ; ( 4 0 7 ) 7 4 4 -
6006. 

Ohio Turfgrass Foundation. 2 0 2 1 C o f f e y Rd. , 
C o l u m b u s , O H 4 3 2 1 0 ; ( 6 1 4 ) 2 9 2 - 2 6 0 1 . 

PgMS 
Professional Grounds Management Society, 1 2 0 
Cockeysv i l l e Rd. , S u i t e 1 0 4 . H u n t Va l ley , M D 
2 1 0 3 1 ; ( 4 1 0 ) 5 8 4 - 9 7 5 4 . 

Professional Lawn Care Association of America, 
1 0 0 0 J o h n s o n Ferry Rd . , NE, S u i t e C - 1 3 5 , 
M a r i e t t a , GA 3 0 0 6 8 - 2 1 1 2 ; ( 4 0 4 ) 9 7 7 - 5 2 2 2 . 

Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment, 
1 1 5 5 1 5 t h S t . NW, S u i t e 9 0 0 . W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 
2 0 0 0 5 ; ( 2 0 2 ) 8 7 2 - 3 8 6 0 . 

Manager's Association 

Sports Turf Managers Association, 4 0 1 N. 
M i c h i g a n Ave. , C h i c a g o . IL 6 0 6 1 1 - 4 2 6 7 ; ( 3 1 2 ) 
6 4 4 - 6 6 1 0 . 

Turf and Ornamental Communicators 
Association, 8 4 0 0 N o r m a n d a l e L a k e B lvd . . S u i t e 
5 0 0 . B l o o m i n g t o n , M N 5 5 4 3 7 ; ( 6 1 2 ) 8 3 2 - 5 0 0 0 . 

AS WE SEE IT 
JERRY ROCHE. EE>to"OR-IN-CHIEF 

Golf continues as media's 
environmental whipping-boy 

Last m o n t h , it was Paul Harvey; th is 
month , it's the famed Wall Street Journal. 

Will it never end? 
In case you d i d n ' t see t h e May 2 n d 

issue of t he WSJ, a large head l ine pro-
claimed "Golf Courses Are Denounced as 

Health Hazards." The hal f -page ar t ic le 
carried a cartoon of a golfer who was try-
i n g to p u t t w h i l e d e c k e d o u t in w h a t 
appeared to be one of those "moon suits" 
like sc ien t i s t s f rom the Disease Contro l 
Center wore in the recent TV mini-series 
"The Stand." 

The ar t ic le , wr i t t en by staff r epor t e r 
Timothy Noah, was surprisingly well done. 
At least Noah bothered to get some com-
ments f rom Jim Snow of the USGA Green 
Section and Rick Norton of the NGF. But 
t h e h e a d l i n e a n d c a r t o o n w e r e c lea r ly 
exaggerations. 

Jus t for the fun of it, being a profes-
sional writer and editor of sorts, I decided 
to re -a r range the ar t ic le 's s t r u c t u r e and 
phrasing a bit. However, my headline re-
write says: "Golf Courses Are Lauded as 

Environmentally Safe." 

Here 's how the beg inn ing of my ver-
sion of the article sounds. Remember, too, 
that I 'm using essentially the same infor-
mation that the original writer used else-
where (much later) in his article: 

Golf courses are a positive influ-

ence on the U.S. environment, say 

many proponents. 

"Golf courses are increasingly 

showing that they can be very posi-

tive environmentally,9 says Rick 

Norton, vice president of operations 

for the National Golf Foundation. 

Standards of pesticide use and expo-

sure, he says, have "evolved over the 

years as people have become more 

conscientious and more careful." 

My version of the article, of course, car-
r ied w i t h it a c a r t o o n of b i rd s m e r r i l y 
ch i rp ing away while they watched happy 
golfers on a put t ing green below. 

Noah's article goes on to say that the 

New York Department of Conservation has 
r e c o r d e d 25 cases of b i rd d e a t h s s ince 
1971 t h a t "i t says" a r e r e l a t e d to golf 
course pesticides. 

My version of the article goes on to say 
this: 

Reports of alleged harm to wildlife 

and human health from particular 

golf courses, however, have been scat-

tered. For instance, in the last 24 

years, the New York Department of 

Conservation has recorded just 25 

cases of bird deaths that, it contends, 

may have been related to golf course 

pesticides. 

Bes ides t h e s t a t e m e n t s Noah m a d e 
about the birds, there are many points of 
con ten t ion in the original art icle. These 
were add res sed in l e t t e r s to t h e ed i t o r 
wh ich were w r i t t e n by the Golf Course 
Super in t enden t s Association of America, 
Responsible Indus t ry for a Sound Envi-
r o n m e n t , a n d t h e C h e m i c a l M a n u f a c -
turer ' s Association. By the t ime this col-
u m n appears in print, you may have seen 
them in the Journal. 

The point to my whole exercise, how-
ever, was to see exactly how far in one 
direction that cold hard facts and quota-
tions could be skewed. 

T h e j o u r n a l i s m p r o f e s s o r s a t O h i o 
University warned me years ago to avoid 
inf luencing reader opinion t h r o u g h sen-
tence and story s t ruc tu re . I've long sus-
pected that certain of the media have been 
preying on the publ ic ' s eager cur ios i ty , 
superficial though it is. But I never really 
saw p r o o f t h a t a h e a d l i n e w r i t e r o r 
reporter could so drastically skew the tone 
of a story—until now. 


