WHAT = DOES WHAT

Shaking or batting oil filters. Crumbles parts of the elements or
damages rubber seals.

Blowing air through air filters. Creates holes that allow dirt and dust to
pass through them.
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to a more expensive part of the machine.

Using the wrong belt. Can slip or change the shape of the sheave,
cutting power output.

Using big hoses or power washers ~ Water can leak or be forced into seals
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Not changing oil before storing. SIud accumulates in the bottom of the
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~ Not keeping engine clean. Can reduce engine cooling capacity and cause
| engine failure.

| Using dull blades. Makes turf look ragged and wastes engine
power.
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has cooled. Use a low-pressure hose. After
washing, grease all fittings to force out any
water that may have accumulated in seal
areas and housing cavities.

Use fresh fuel. It should be the fuel
specified for the season and the machine; it
should be clean and stored in a contamina-
tion-free container.

Gauge the amount of pre-mixed fuels
needed so that supplies are depleted at the
end of the season.

Change oil at recommended intervals.
Always use the oil specified for the machine
for the conditions.

Change oil before storing the machines.
Even changing oil at the beginning of the
season may not flush the sludge remaining
at the bottom of the crankcase. You may be
adding fresh oil to it.

Don't operate in partial choke. Engines
are designed to function at wide-open throttle
for maximum power and longest engine life.

Keep the engine clean. On air-cooled
engines, the build-up of debris can reduce
engine cooling capacity and cause engine
failure. On liquid-cooled engines the air
intake screen and cooling fins must be clean
to allow air passage to the radiator.

—Tom Brink is product service coordinator
for John Deere’s Laun & Grounds Care
Division’s Horicon (Wis.) Works.
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