
12 Rebuilding the soil 
Where do you start when you want healthy turfgrass 

and landscape ornamentals? With the soil. So if your 

soil isn't up to snuff, here's what to do. 

Ron Hall 

14 LM Reports: Dethatchers 
Thatch build-up can rob turfgrass plants of valuable 

nutrients and siphon water from the root system. 

Here are some mechanical and chemical dethatchers 

you might consider. 

Terry Mclver 

18 Mulching mowers 
Critics of mulching mowers have been too harsh, says 

this University of Georgia expert. They are here to 

stay, because they're helping save the environment— 

in more ways than one. 

Jerry Roche 

20 Budget woes 
Due to many changes—both good and bad—today's 

sports tur f manager has to budget wiser, work 

smarter and communicate better. 

Terry Mclver 

26 Making the megadeal 
Can you visualize it, before it happens? That's the first 

step toward actually selling the deal of your dreams, 

says marketing guru Joel Lerner. 

Jerry Roche 

28 Motivation and productivity 
'If you rule with an iron fist, you get either malicious 

obedience or gleeful insubordination,' this expert says. 

Jerry Roche 

32 Bottom-up management 
Ask your employees what they want and need for the 

company, solicit their suggestions—and then listen. 

Ed Wandtke 

41 High services, low prices 
Because of the way NatureScape is run, it can adjust 

to the needs of its clients, and keep them happy. 

Jim Guyette 

44 Stopping financial leaks 
One leak in itself is not dangerous to the well-being of 

your company, but many leaks can lead to disaster. 

Dan Sautner 

46 Point and click 
Powering your business with the new computers is 

not hard to learn. With the advent of recent user-

friendly programs, mastering computers is easier. 

Bess Ritter May 

I 

50 Spring turf fertilization 
Early spring is a time to review your fertilization pro-

gram. Did your turf f lourish last season, or was 

growth poor? Was it non-responsive to fertilization? 

J.B. Sartain, Ph.D. 

51 Keys to pruning 
The key to pruning is knowing the difference between 

heading and th inn ing , says Dr. Gary Wade of the 

University of Georgia. 

54 Turf in shade 
Turfgrasses need at least four hours of full sunlight 

per day. You, however, can make certain decisions 

that will help turf in shady areas stay healthy. 

Joseph M. DiPaola, Ph.D. 



G O L F « S C A P I 

56 Forever open 
The Merit Club has been granted a government easement, preserving it 

as open space for perputity. The course includes 30 acres of wetlands, a 

30-acre savannah and a two-acre tree nursery. 

60 Fertility management 
This is a difficult aspect of managing high sand content sports fields and 

golf greens, and the related problems can be as insidious as any faced by a 

turf manager. 

James Latham 

C A R E I N D U S T R Y 

62 A vital part of profit-making 
Consultant Charles Vander Kooi says you don't start making a profit until 

you pay your overhead, otherwise known as 'the bill in the night.' 

Ron Hall 

66 Becoming certified 
Professional turfgrass certification is finally here, thanks to a partnership 

between the University of Georgia and the PLCAA. Here's the deal on CTPs. 

Ron Hall 

T T O P I 

73 How goes the green industry? 
According to statistics from various sources—the Outdoor Power 

Equipment Institute, Irwin Broh & Associates and Green Exports USA— 

the industry goes well, thank you. 
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