® [f your company routinely uses pes-
ticides, you should be familiar with the
amendments to the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act (RCRA) that
govern the handling, transportation
and disposal of hazardous waste gener-
ated by Small Quantity Generators
(SQGs).

Disobeying RCRA can result in
penalties up to $25,000 per day per vio-
lation.

Defining it—A waste is considered
hazardous if it has one of the following
characteristics: ignitability, corrosivity,
reactivity or toxicity, or if it is listed in
the Code of Federal Regulations.

The EPA says that pesticides include
such specific wastes as:

® unusable or unidentifiable materials;

@ rinse water used to clean pesticide
application equipment;

@ containers that hold (or held) pes-
ticides, unless such vessels have been

cleaned in accordance with regulations

or label instructions; and/or

® soil or other material cnntamma

ed from pesticide spills. 4
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What you should

know about hazardous waste

Transportation rules for shipping haz-
ardous wastes and all rules relating to
hazardous waste containers, labeling
and safety.

Copies of all records must be
retained for a minimum of three years.

The EPA also has the power—grant-
ed it through the Superfund law—to
make waste generators pay part of the
clean-up for environmental problems at
hazardous waste disposal sites.

What to do—You can reduce risks
and liabilities which can be incurred
under RCRA and the Superfund law in
five simple ways:

1) Estimate all job needs accurately
so that you will not have chemical prod-
ucts left over after completing a specific
assignment.

2) Never mix hazardous wastes,
which can increase the total amount
and make recycling difficult or
impossible.

3) Recycle hazardous wastes whenev-
er possible.

4) Document everything, and keep
the records.

5) Watch that your disposal facili-
ty(ies) personnel follow all regulations.
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—The author of this article, Bess Ritter
May, is a freelance writer based in
Philadelphia. She is a frequent
contributor to LM.




