
Mulch wisely to get ful l value 
B u y i n g a n d i n s t a l l i n g 
l a n d s c a p e m u l c h is no t 
a n i n s i g n i f i c a n t e x p e n s e . 
U s e t h e s e t i p s t o g e t f u l l 
f i n a n c i a l a n d p lan t 
n u t r i t i o n a l v a l u e . 

• Using mulches in maintained land-

scapes reduces maintainence and improves 

plant health by retaining moisture and 

controlling weeds. 

Mulches can also add beauty to land-

scapes. They're available in varying tex-

tures and colors. 

But buying and installing mulch is not 

an insignificant expense. Here are some 

tips from the National Bark & Soil 

Producers Association (NBSPA) to get the 

full value of mulch in the landscapes you 

install or maintain: 

Depth of application: 2 to 4 inches for 

most outdoor applications. 

As a soil conditioner: Remove grass 

and weeds from the bed surface. Loosen 

the soil with a shovel or spade to a depth 

of 6 to 8 inches. Cover the bed with 4 to 6 

inches of aged, shredded mulch and till 

MULCH PRODUCT SELECTION GUIDE 
P i n e 
n u g g e t s 

P i n e 
m u l c h 

C y p r e s s 
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C y p r e s s 
g r a d e B 

H a r d w o o d 
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W e s t e r n 
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Character ist ics 
Color (1) 
Longev i ty (2) 
Mois ture retent ion 
part ic le s ize 
W o o d content (3) 
pH 

red b rown 
mul t ip le 
low 
1.25-3.5 in. 
< 1 5 % 
neutra l 

l ight b rown 
mul t ip le 
h igh 
<1 .5 in. 
> 1 5 % 
sl ight ly ac id 

go ld b rown 
s ingle 
h igh 
<3 in. 
< 1 5 % 
neutra l 

go ld b rown 
s ingle 
h igh 
<3 in. 
> 1 5 % 
neutra l 

dark br/ /blk 
s ing le 
h igh 
<3 in. 
< 1 5 % 
sl ight ly ac id 

red b rown 
s ingle 
h igh 
<1 in. 
> 1 5 % 
sl ightly ac id 

Benefits 
Decora t ion 
Eros ion contro l 
Mois ture contro l 
Soi l cond i t ion ing 
W e e d contro l 

excel lent 
fair 
fair 
fair 
g o o d 

g o o d 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 

exce l lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 
fair 
exce l lent 

g o o d 
g o o d 
excel lent 
fair 
excel lent 

g o o d 
exce l lent 
exce l lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 

g o o d 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 

Applications 
Edg ing 
Dra inage a reas 
Plant ing beds 
Planters 
Play areas 
S lopes & g rades 

g o o d 
fair 
excel lent 
g o o d 
fair 
g o o d 

excel lent 
g o o d 
excel lent 
g o o d 
excel lent 
excel lent 

excel lent 
g o o d 
excel lent 
excel lent 
fair 
excel lent 

exce l lent 
fair 
excel lent 
g o o d 
excel lent 
exce l lent 

excel lent 
g o o d 
exce l lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 
exce l lent 

excel lent 
g o o d 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 
excel lent 

(1) Color may vary depend ing on regional t ree spec ies. 
(2) Longev i ty is a rat ing of how long the product substant ia l ly main ta ins its or ig inal appea rance and/or funct ion. T h e rat ing for a s ingle 

season or mul t ip le season is an average based on a tempera te c l imate a n d modera te ly in tense sun. 
(3) W o o d content pe rcen tage is m e a s u r e d as a pe rcen tage of w o o d to total p roduct we ight . 

Source: National Bark & Soil Producers Association 

Bark m u l c h 
d e c o m p o s e s to 
a d d o r g a n i c m a t t e 
t o t h e soi l . 

M u l c h re ta rds 
w e e d g r o w t h a n d 
p roh ib i t s w e e d s 
f r o m b r e a k i n g 
t h r o u g h soi l 

into the soil thoroughly. 

Avoid excessive mulch build-up: Re-

mulching beds over several years may 

raise the bed level too high for shrubs 

and perennials. 

When bed depth rises above the base of 

shrubs, remove 2 to 3 inches of the under-

lying mulch and save it for other planting 

uses. The humus created by decomposing 

bark mulch is an excellent planting medi-

um for pots and planters. 

Nitrogen adjustment: Mulches may tie 

up nitrogen as they decompose. 

Diagram courtesy Hyponex Corporation 

Gently work a specially formulated fer-

tilizer (like 16-9-12, 18-11-12, or 20-10-

10) into the soil before mulching. 

Fertilizer application rates depend on the 

type of mulch used. 

After mulching, follow recommended 

fertilizer programs to maintain good 

plant growth. 

Look for low wood content: Bark 

decomposes slower than wood, maintains 

its color longer, and presents a uniform 

product appearance. 


