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Promark's brush chipper 

.The Creary Bearcat 

Chippers and shredders: 
keys to 

environmental 
maintenance 

• The rush by local and state governments to 

eliminate landscape debris from our landfills 

makes chippers/shredders an increasingly valu-

able landscape tool. 

Chippers and shredders—from compact 

homeowner to commercially rugged pull-behind 

models—allow landscapers and golf course 

superintendents to re-cycle landscape debris, 

often on-site. They also offer another add-on ser-

vice sales opportunity. 

Chippers and shredders can provide various 

grades of re-usable mulch. They're perfect for dis-

posing of tree prunings, broken branches and 

other landscape debris. While chippers are 

required for woody branches, shredders are best 

for brush, leaves, twigs and stalks. 

"Chippers/shredders are like garbage disposals 

for the yard," says Ray Klubnik of The Tractor 

Place, North Royalton, Ohio. "In choosing what 

type of equipment you want, it's all application. 

You have to ask yourself these questions: 

• "How are you going to use it?" 

• "How big are the yards?" 

• "Are you pruning?" 

Three considerations you should take into 

account before purchasing are capacity, chipping 

knives and engine size. 

Fixed hammers are used in some machines, 

flail knives in others. Limb capacity can range 

from 3 bushels for smaller consumer-type models 

to 28 bushels for larger machines. Engines for 

smaller units generally begin at 3 hp and 

progress to 8 hp—then there are industrial size 

machines with more than 100 hp. 

continued on page 20 
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Chippers from page 15 
Small shredder/shippers will chip 

branches up to 1-1/2 inches in diameter. A 

4 to 8 hp machine will chip up to 3-inch 

diameter materials. Larger machines han-

dle up to 6-inch logs. 

According to Klubnik, you can pay as 

little as $548 for the smaller 

chipper/shredders—or into the thousands 

of dollars for the heavy duty models. But 

however much you pay, "you should be 

able to pay for the machine in the first 

couple months of use," Klubnik observes. 

No matter what size and style you 

choose to purchase, make sure your 

employees are trained in safe use. Most 

manufacturers offer safety training videos 

and literature. 

—Jerry Roche 


