
is a proud member of these green industry 

professional organizations: 

AUA 
Associated Landscape Contractors of America, 

12200 Sunrise Valley Dr., Suite 150, Reston, 

VA 22091; (703) 620-6363. 

American Sod Producers Association, 1855-A 

Hicks Rd., Rolling Meadows, IL 60008; (708) 

705-9898. 

Golf Course Superintendents Association of 

America, 1421 Research Park Dr., Lawrence, 

KS 66049-3859; (913) 841-2240. 

International Society of Arboriculture, P.O. 

Box 908, Urbana, IL 61801; (217) 328-2032. 

International Turfgrass Society, Crop & Soil 

Environmental Sciences, VPI-SU, Blacksburg, 

VA 24061-0403; (703) 231-9796. 

National Arborist Association, The Meeting 

Place Mall, P.O. Box 1094, Amherst, NH 

03031-1094; (603) 673-3311. 

National Golf Foundation, 1150 South U.S. 

Highway One, Jupiter, FL 33477; (407) 744-

6006. 

Ohio Turfgrass Foundation, 2021 Coffey Rd., 

Columbus, OH 43210; (614) 292-2601. 

PgMS 
Professional Grounds Management Society, 

10402 Ridgland Rd., Suite 4, Cockeysville, MD 

21030; (301) 667-1833. 

Professional Lawn Care Association of 

America, 1000 Johnson Ferry Rd., NE Suite C-

135, Marietta, GA 30068-2112; (404) 977-5222. 

Responsible Industry for a Sound 

Environment, 1155 15th St., NW, Washington, 

D.C. 20005; (202) 296-6085. 

Manager's Association 

Sports Turf Managers Association, P.O. Box 

98056, Las Vegas, NV 89193-8056; (702) 

739-8052. 

Turf and Ornamental Communicators 

Association, 8500 Normandale Lake Blvd., 

Suite 1200, Bloomington, MN 55437; (612) 

831-8515. 

A S W E SEE IT 
TERRY MclVER, MANAGING EDITOR 

Why didn't this book get 
more media attention? 

Many of our readers are skeptical when it 

comes to stories about how industry is 

destroying the environment. Some of the 

skepticism comes from the fact that they 

make their livings by caring for the earth. 

But they also feel a righteous indignation, 

because they know that the facts are being 

twisted or not reported. 

There is, however, a book that explains 

exactly what is and is not happening to the 

environment, and it would make a great 

gift for special clients: Trashing the Planet 

by Dixy Lee Ray and Lou Guzzo (1990, 

Regnery Gateway Publishers, Washington, 

D.C.) Ray once headed the Atomic Energy 

Commission, was governor of Washington, 

and has been associated with the U.S. 

Bureau of Oceans. She's also taught zoolo-

gy at the University of Washington. Guzzo 

is a tv/radio/newspaperman and author. 

Trashing the Planet is loaded with fac-

tual information refuting every eco-crisis 

you've come to love over the years: 

The greenhouse effect—If the severe 

winters of 1978, 1982 or 1989 didn't con-

vince you that the earth is not overheat-

ing, consider that, according to Ray, the 

computer models used to predict global 

warming are too simplistic and contain 

much guesswork. There also are variables 

that affect temperature that we can't con-

trol: ocean temperature; currents; vol-

canic eruptions; solar activity. 

And while reduction of C02 is advisable, 

the great fluctuations of earth's tempera-

ture cast doubt on the belief that man's 

increased carbon dioxide output is causing 

global warming. 

The ozone layer—As Ray explains, the 

thickness of the ozone layer changes peri-

odically. Natural layer fluctuations are 

about 15 percent, and brief. 
uThe term <ozone hole'," writes Ray, "is 

misleading, since it persists for only a few 

weeks. The Antarctic ozone 'hole' grew 

during the early 1980s, becoming large in 

1985, smaller in 1986, and reaching its 

greatest size in 1987. In 1988, the 'hole' 

did not appear as expected. It was finally 

discovered—only 15 percent as large as 

predicted and displaced over the ocean." 

Ray also reports that penetration of 

ultraviolet light reaching the earth's sur-

face has been decreasing up to 1.1 percent 

each year. 

Pesticides—The amount of natural 

pesticides we eat every day is at least 

10,000 times the level of pesticide residue 

from agricultural use of synthetics. 

Acid rain—There are many sources: 

decaying organic matter in swamps and 

wetlands; volcanoes; lightning. Man-made 

sources have been reduced by more than 

40 percent since the Clean Air Act of 1970. 

Other man-made pollutants include 

volatile organic compounds, ammonia and 

hydrocarbons. But insects and disease 

have combined to kill more trees than any 

man-made source. 

Man's stewardship is far from perfect, 

as Ray admits. But the point of much of 

Trashing the Planet is that change—and 

taxpayer-funded clean-up programs— 

must be based on fact, not assumptions, 

and science must be allowed to play its 

part in further developments and solu-

tions. 

If you've not read Trashing the Planet, 

pick up a copy. The science is easy to fol-

low, and it contains common sense we can 

all understand. 
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