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Organic wetting agent offers an alternative 
A new organic wetting agent and 
soil penetrant gives turf managers 
an a l t e r n a t i v e to s y n t h e t i c a l l y -
based products and offers several 
advantages over conventional wet-
ting agents, says its manufacturer. 

Noburn is o r g a n i c a l l y based , 
does not burn or discolor turf or 
o r n a m e n t a l p l a n t s , and can be 
applied with many fertilizers and 
pesticides. Noburn also does not 
have to be watered in immediately 
after application. 

"Noburn can be applied during 
the day and watered in at night dur-
ing routine irrigation," says Wayne 
Wall, president of Roots Inc. "This 
product offers turf managers an 
effective tool for increasing water-
ing e f f i c iency whi le e l iminat ing 
worries about phytotoxicity, partic-
ularly in hot, dry weather." 

The wetting agent is a natural 
surfactant derived from extracts of 
the desert-growing yucca plant, first 
called SSO. 

Dr. Keith J. Karnok, turfgrass 
agronomist at the Univers i ty of 

Georgia in Athens, tested SSO in two 
research studies. "In terms of burn or 

discolorat ion, S S O appears to be 
quite safe regardless of rate," says 
Karnok, who exper imented with 
SSO rates ranging from 16 to 128 oz. 

Among Karnok's findings: SSO 
rates higher than 16 oz. per 1,000 
sq. ft. did not result in greater effec-
tiveness. 

When combined with some com-
monly-used turfgrass pesticides, the 
University of Georgia study con-
cluded that using SSO resulted in 
no phytotoxic damage to turf. "It 
should be remembered that this 
study was not all inclusive when 
one considers the great number of 
p e s t i c i d e s used on t u r f g r a s s , " 
Karnok cautions. 

Says Bob Wicker, president of 
S o u t h e a s t e r n Turfgrass S u p p l y , 
Jacksonville, Fla.: "Any time you 
can replace a synthetic chemical 
product with an organic one, some 
customers will be interested in the 
organic approach." 

Flor ida water res tr ic t ions are 
also fueling interest in these prod-
ucts . T i m e l y and regular use of 
these wetting agents can cut water-
ing time and increase irrigation effi-
ciency, Wicker believes. 
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New seed area covering 
easily, quickly applied 
From S y n t h e t i c Industr ies comes 
Lanstrand, a polypropylene spray 

product which protects against ero-
sion in newly-seeded areas. 

The firm says the foamy substance 
may be appl ied to degrade e i ther 

quickly or slowly, depending on job 
condit ions . Applicat ion costs less 
than mat or b l a n k e t p r o d u c t s , 
Synthetic Industries says. 

The substance is non-toxic and 
non-hazardous. Protective gear is not 
needed when applying. 
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Turfcat lawnmower line 
unveiled to market 
From Jacobsen comes a new line of 
Turfcat out-front mowers. 

T h e l ine features both gas and 
diesel power plants from 17 to 36 hp. 
Three- and four-wheel drive options 
are also available. 

The Turfcats accommodate rotary 
decks in 50-, 60- and 72-inch sizes 
and fine-cut flail decks in 50- and 60-

inch lengths. 
O p t i o n a l e q u i p m e n t i n c l u d e s 

s n o w t h r o w e r , b r u s h , b lade and 
blower attachments. 
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Handbook details 
conservation tips 
Pepeo Water Conservation Products, 



Inc. offers a 36-page handbook on 
conservation techniques including 
drip s y s t e m s , m i c r o - i r r i g a t i o n , 
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quadra-bubbler and laser drip tube 
methods sold by the firm. 

The handbook detai ls s p e c i f i c 
methods of laying out various irriga-
tion systems and offers professional 
tips on many facets of design. 

Head des igns , p ip ing layouts , 
accessories and other planning steps 
and purchases are discussed. 
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Wider weed-fighting fabric 
rolls now marketed 
W e e d B l o c k , a fabric des igned to 
retard weed growth in gardens and 
landscaped areas , now c o m e s in 
four- and six-foot widths, manufac-
turer Easy G a r d e n e r , In-c. an-
nounces. 

The geotextile blocks 95 percent 
of weeds w h i l e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
allowing air and water to freely pass 
to the ground surface. 

Easy Gardener says it has added 
the two wider rolls in response to 
consumer demand. T h e company 
says beds surrounding shrubs are 
often wider than three feet, the width 
of WeedBlock rolls now sold. 

The firm says the wider rolls will 
lessen the need for piecing patches 
together to cover an area. The three-
foot width rolls with continue to be 
sold. 
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New ornamentals 
herbicide is registered 
American Cyanamid Co. announces 
its Image herbicide has received EPA 
registration. 

T h e h e r b i c i d e , i n t r o d u c e d in 
1987, has been used by professional 
tur f managers to c o n t r o l p u r p l e 
nutsedge, wild onion and garlic and 
other weeds. 

I m a g e may n o w be u s e d at 
labeled rates on Indian hawthorne, 
dwarf yaupon hol ly , b lue pf i tzer 
juniper, Helleri holly, red tip pho-
tinia, yucca, wax myrtle and other 
shrubs. Ground cover applications 
include Asiatic jasmine, giant liri-
ope, variegated l iriope, pachysan-
dra and mondo grass. The product 
may also be used around hosta and 
soc ie ty garl ic perennia l s and red 
crepe myrtle. 

The herbicide may assist in control 
of tall fescue, violets, crabgrass annual 
sedge and Virginia buttonweed. 
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Sprayer works with turf 
truckster vehicle 
A new 240-gallon turf sprayer is now 
a v a i l a b l e from C u s h m a n ; a f i f th 
wheel attachment designed to work 
in tandem with the company's Turf-
Truckster vehicle. 

The spray boom is self- leveling 
over uneven sur faces and can be 
adjusted from 6 to 24 inches above the 

F . D. Kees Mfg. Co. • 700 Park Avenue • Beatrice, NE 68310 USA 
• Phone 402-233-2391 • F A X 402-228-2258 

Visit us in Louisville 
East Wing #2446 

Kees quality commercial mowers are designed for operator 
comfort with fingertip control, five forward speeds with 
reverse, six cutting heights, extra capacity fuel tanks, op-
tional riding sulky, large capacity grass catchers and choice 
of engines. Kees lawn and turf care equipment is built to 
last. When you're looking for quality, durability and perfor-
mance in lawn and turf care equipment, look to F.D. Kees for 
products that are built by professionals for professionals. 
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turf surface. A high-pressure hand 
spray gun also comes with the unit. 

Thefiberglass tank resists chemical 
corrosion and ultraviolet rays. The trail-
er frame is constructed of heavy-duty 
tubular steel. A two-inch ball hitch con-
nects the unit to the Turf-Truckster 
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Thatch reduction product 
tested; found safe 
Bio Groundskeeper has been found 
non-toxic and non-irritating to eyes, 
says KLM Bio Systems, Inc., manu-
facturer of the product. 

Bio Groundskeeper, which con-
tains microbial extracts and bio-cat-
alysts, comes in liquid concentrate 
form and is applied by spraying. 

Tox Monitor Laboratoriess, Inc., 

in Oak Park , 111., says B io 
Groundskeeper made its findings ear-
lier this year. 

Bio Groundskeeping aids in speed-
ing up natural decomposition of thatch. 
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38-inch rider now on the 
mower market 
New from Husqvarna is a r id ing 
mower model 970-12 which features 
a 38- inch cutting deck, 1.8 gallon 
fuel tank and high torque 12 hp 
Briggs & Stratton engine. 
A c c o r d i n g to the c o m p a n y the 
mower has a rear wheel steering sys-
tem which permits easier and tighter 
turning in small spaces . 

The front-mounted blade empties into a 
side-mounted bagging unit which hous-
es two six-bushel containers. 
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Hydrostatic mower added 
to power mower line 
Ransomes has announced the edi-
t i o n of a h y d r o s t a t i c m i d - s i z e 
mower to its line of Bob-Cat mow-

ers. Ransomes believes the hydro-
static system offers improved per-
formance and eliminates the hassles 
c o m m o n l y a s s o c i a t e d with be l t -
driven mowers. 
A zero turn ing radius of fers 
enhanced maneuverability. The line 
has two cutting widths, 54- and 61-
inches, forward and reverse walking 
s p e e d s up to 6 mph and 2 mph, 
respectively. 
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Featuring the Latest Materials 
And the Hottest Topics in the Industry 

P.LA.N.T.S. '91 
Pennsylvania Landscape and Nursery Trade Show and Conference 

For more information and registration contact: 
Pennsylvania Nurserymen's Association, Inc. 
1924 N. Second Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102 
(717) 238-1673 
C 1991 

August 22,23, 1991 
Expo Mart, Monroeville, PA 

For the first time 


