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L C O s b e l i e v e legis lat ion 
wi l l b e o b s t a c l e in f u t u r e 
MARIETTA, Ga. — While 
public environmental con-
cern is viewed as an "obsta-
cle" to fu ture growth, lawn 
care professionals believe 
more applicator cert i f ica-
t ion and regu la t ion will 
help emphasize the indus-
t r y ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l re-
sponsibility. 

Slightly more than half 
of 342 respondents to a Pro-
fessional Lawn Care Asso-
ciation of America poll said 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s 
h a v e c a s t a n e g a t i v e 
shadow on business. Nine 
in 10 indicated they believe 
it will be an obstacle in the 
future. 

However , past PLCAA 
president Richard Steinau 
of Greenlon Inc. in Cincin-
n a t i , b e l i e v e s e n v i r o n -
m e n t a l a w a r e n e s s a l s o 
could help business if com-
municated correctly. 

"As people become more 
conscious of the environ-
ment, we expect they will 
better understand and ap-
prec ia te the exper t i se of 
profess ional cer t i f ied ap-
p l i ca to r s , " S te inau says. 
" T h i s may open up new 
markets for skilled profes-
sionals." 

In response to increased 
environmenta l sensitivity, 
lawn care applicators noted 
in the survey that they now 
c o n d u c t m o r e e m p l o y e e 
and c u s t o m e r e d u c a t i o n 
programs, maintain better 

records and strictly comply 
with product label instruc-
tions. 

Nevertheless, members 
expect environmental con-
c e r n s to s t i m u l a t e reg-
u l a t o r y c h a n g e s , e v e n 
though 64 percent believe 
the only action needed is 
e n f o r c e m e n t of l aws al-
ready in the books. One in 
four thinks no regulatory 
changes are necessary. (See 
chart for their expectations 
for regulatory change.) 

In the poll, which was 
sponsored by Sandoz Crop 
Protect ion Corp., PLCAA 
m e m b e r s i nd ica t ed they 

feel product manufac tu r -
e r s should take the lead-
e r s h i p ro le on e n v i r o n -
menta l ques t ions ; near ly 
half (44 percent)said manu-
facturers have adequately 
r e s p o n d e d . S p e c i f i c a l l y , 
they said m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
should provide more edu-
ca t ion and t r a in ing pro-
g r a m s (94 pe rcen t ) , and 
more printed materials on 
product safety and efficacy 
(96 percent) for distribution 
by applicators. 

The poll was taken at the 
f i r s t G r e e n E x p o i n 
Nashvil le , Tenn . last No-
vember. • 

ENVIRONMENT 

'Grasscycling' 
coming in April 
MARIETTA, Ga. — Na-
tional Grasscycling Week 
will be held April 21-27 as 
part of National Lawn Care 
Month. 

The event, sponsored by 
the Professional Lawn Care 
A s s o c i a t i o n of A m e r i c a 
(PLCAA), p r o m o t e s d is -
posal m e t h o d s for grass 
clippings and other yard de-
bris as a way to combat 
dwindling landfill space. 

The PLCAA anticipates 


