
It's time to 
act—now! 
HAZELTON, Pa.—PLCAA 
president Neal DeAngelo 
of Lawn Specialties ex-
pects the Supreme Court's 
ruling to have "immediate 
impact" as local munici-
palities resurrect past, 
failed initiatives. An exam-
ple is Pennsylvania's 
Packer Township, which 
tried to initiate a pesticide 
ban 18 months ago. 
Although DeAngelo ex-

pects "some activity" in 
the way of ban initiatives, 
he does not believe pesti-
cide bans will ever catch 
on. 

DeAngelo insists that 
industry must take "imme-
diate action," preferably by 
joint efforts between the 
PLCAA and state lawn 
care associations. 

"If we can nip a lot of 
these (proposed laws) in 
the bud, and stop them 
from ever beginning in the 
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first place," says De-
Angelo, "I think we'll do 
our industry a great ser-
vice." 

DeAngelo says associa-
tions need financial sup-
port and time commit-
ments to relay information, 
"whether it's just 
brochures, whether it's 
video tape programs, 
something that they can-
take to their local garden 
clubs and rotary clubs and 
borough officials to help 
educate them." —T.M. • 

Pro golfer questions 
source of health woes: 
could it be pesticides? 
An Oregon professional 
golfer has been told his 
health problems may be 
the result of pesticide inge-
ston from the course. 
However, questions remain 
about the mysterious case 
which has set off some 
alarms in the golf and 
green industries. 

Golfer Peter Jacobsen 
has said his symptoms of 
dizziness, listlessness and 
fatigue may not be a sinus 
condition, but rather 
linked to the practice of 
putting golf tees into his 
mouth after they'd been 
used on the turf surface. 

Jacobsen's case figured 
centrally in a mid-June 
(Salem, Ore.) editorial 
which condemns chemical 
use in many lawn care 
operations, terming his 
case a "living example of a 
problem that few realize 
and even fewer want to 
acknowledge: the danger of 
a perfect lawn." 

According to Oregon 
Golf Course Superinten-
dents Association presi-
dent Dick Malpass, 
Jacobsen learned from a 
homeopathic doctor that 
some phosphosaure E has 
settled in his liver. But 
Malpass says he has 
checked with Oregon State 
University officials who 
have told him that they'd 
not heard of the substance. 

"We're juskkeeping our 
fingers crossed, waiting to 
see how this will be 
resolved," said Malpass in 
mid-June. "We've put out 
feelers. The main thing 
now is to find out if there 
is just such a chemical." 

Therein lies the mys-
tery. 

Oregon State University 
toxicologist Terry Miller, 
contacted by Malpass, says 
he has never heard of phos-
phospaure E. 

"I can't find it anyplace, 
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RETIREMENT INVESTMENTS. . .Alabama has 
come up with a unique idea for developing new 
h igh-qua l i ty p u b l i c gol f c o u r s e s : let s tate 
employees invest retirement funds. At least 12 
championship-caliber courses are now planned. 
"Golf courses are a sound investment, so we've 
taken a leadership role in their development 
and construct ion, " says Dr. David Bronner, 
CEO of Retirement Systems of Alabama. 

ON TO DALLAS. . . T h e Gol f Course Super-
intendents Association of America has moved 
its 1994 conference and show from Houston to 
Dallas. The show, Jan. 31 to Feb. 7 three years 
h e n c e , was moved b e c a u s e it outgrew 
Houston's George R. Brown Convention Center. 

A UNIQUE IDEA. . .The Grounds Management 
Association of Wisconsin added a unique pub-
lic relations tool this year: sponsorship of a 
poster contest titled "Benefi ts of Turf . " The 
competition was open to any sixth- through 
eight-grader in the state, and 500 posters were 
received. Winners at each level received $200 
savings bonds, and the grand prize winner 
received an all-expense paid family trip to a 
Milwaukee Brewers baseball game, hosted by 
Brewers grounds manager Gary Vandenberg. 

A NATIONAL CELEBRITY. . Bill Thornton, 
p r e s i d e n t of T h o r n t o n E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Industries, Maineville, Ohio, has been named to 
the board of d i r e c t o r s of the Nat iona l 
Federation of Independent Business. The NFIB 
is the nation's largest small-business advocacy 
organization, headquartered in Washington, 
D.C. Founded in 1946 by Thornton's father, the 
company employs more than 150 people during 
the peak landscaping season. 

AWARD-WINNERS. . .Nichols Lawn Service of 
Wichita, Kan. and the F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert 
Co. of Stamford, Conn, were recently winners 
of prestigious awards. Nichols was named 1991 
Prime Contractor of the Year for four states by 
the Small Business Adsministration. President 
Larry Nichols was honored two months ago in 
Washington, D.C. Bartlett was one of four cor-
porate recipients of the Green Star award pre-
sented by the Environmental Action Coalition 
of New York, N.Y. President Robert A. Bartlett 
Jr. accepted the award for the company's urban 
and suburban tree preservation programs. 

OVER THERE'...George Toma of Kansas City, 
turf consultant to the NFL, has been helping 
prepare playing surfaces in Japan and Germany 
this summer. Japan was to host an exhibition 
game between the Denver Broncos and the 
Seattle Seahawks on Aug. 4. Kansas City was to 
play the Los Angeles Rams there on Aug. 11. 
When Toma visited Tokyo's MacArthur Park, 
he was greeted by Tokyo Parks Department and 
other officials. 
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