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Overseeding should be thought about 
12 months of the year, Bruneau says 
RALEIGH, N.C. — Winter 
overseeding is an annual 
event we should be think-
ing about all the time, says 
Art B r u n e a u , P h . D . , of 
North Carolina State Uni-
versity. 

" O v e r s e e d i n g b e r m u -
dagrass ought to be in the 
b a c k of o u r m i n d s 12 
months out of the year be-
cause we need hea l thy , 
dense turf in order for it to 
endure the physical abuse 
it takes during the actual 
o v e r s e e d i n g p r o c e s s , " 
says Bruneau. 

Y e a r - r o u n d p r o p e r 
m o w i n g f r e q u e n c y and 
height , fer t i l izat ion, and 
manageable thatch levels 
are essential to successful 
overseeding, says Bruneau. 

Speaking at the North 
C a r o l i n a T u r f g r a s s and 
Landscape Field Day, Bru-
neau adds that the best time 
to overseed is when soil 

temperatures are between 
76 and 78 degrees, or about 
30 days before the first frost. 

" T h e rationale is that if 
the seedlings start coming 
up (hopefully within 30 
days) the b e r m u d a g r a s s 
will start going off color, 
slowing in growth and then 
the overseeding will kick in 
and no one will be the wiser 
for what you've done out 
there." 

B r u n e a u suggests we 
aerify four weeks and ver-
ticut two weeks in advance 
of overseeding in order to 
give the bermudagrass time 
to heal. Two to three days 
prior, stop mowing. T h e 
taller turf will slow down 
potential washing of seed. 

As for seed se lec t ion , 
Bruneau suggests we use 
cer t i f i ed , b lue tag seed. 
Ryegrass is the most com-
mon, alone or with fine fes-
cue or Poa triviaJis (rough 

bluegrass). Seed treated for 
disease prevention is de-
sired. " W e need that treat-
ment to prevent the loss of 
grasses when we reach the 
h i g h e r s u m m e r t e m -
peratures," he notes. 

Bruneau prefers higher 
rates: 30/ lb . per 1,000 sq. ft. 
for greens; 200 to 225 for 
fairways; 5 to 1 5 / l b . per 
1,000 sq. ft. for home lawns. 
(Note: r y e g r a s s e s won ' t 
have great density at lower 
rates. Use 10 to 15/ lb. per 
1,000 sq. ft. if density is a 
major concern.) 

" I f you go w i t h t h e 
higher rates you'l l hope-
fully end up with plants 

RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

Plant research 
alleviate three 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
Harlow Landphair of the 
T e x a s Transportat ion In-
stitute believes that three 
"syndromes" as related to 
p e r c e p t i o n of h i g h w a y 
m a i n t e n a n c e need to be 
corrected: 

• In " T h e Green Scrap 
S y n d r o m e , " the highway 
and its rights-of-way areas 
are considered to be "left-
overs." 

• " T h e Green Fantasy 
S y n d r o m e " c a u s e s t h e 
h i g h w a y c o r r i d o r to be 
viewed as similar to, or an 
extension of, the surround-
ing landscape. 

• In " T h e Green Be-
ligerence Syndrome," road-
side plants are viewed as 
" l i t t le green things" that 
defy permanent solutions. 

In a new research pro-
gram at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Landphair works in 
cooperation with the state 
h i g h w a y d e p a r t m e n t to 
clearly define the purpose 
and importance of roadside 
vegetation. 

A "field laboratory" con-
sisting of sections of road-
side area near the Texas 
A&M campus in College 
Station is being used for the 
research. 

" T h e initial research in-

that will stay in the juvenile 
state throughout the fall 
and into early spring. If you 
plant too early, the plants 
mature, persist longer and 
probably won't go out when 
you want them to." 

Also, don't fertilize two 
to three weeks after seed-
ing, says Bruneau. After 
three weeks, use Vi lb. of 
quick-release N per 1,000 
sq. ft. every 3-4 weeks. 

During the transition pe-
riod, adds Bruneau, ver-
t icut w e e k l y , lower the 
mowing height to put stress 
on c o o l - s e a s o n g r a s s e s , 
a e r i f y and l i g h t l y v e r -
ticut. • 

seeking to 
'syndromes' 

e ludes four areas of in-
q u i r y , " e x p l a i n s Land-
phair: slope stability and 
erosion control; plant dy-
namics; moisture and plant 
hydraul i cs ; and drought 
and pollution tolerance. 

" T h e specific objective 
of this program," he contin-
ues, " i s to better under-
s t a n d t h e e n g i n e e r i n g 
properties of plant materi-
als so they can be used more 
effectively and reduce the 
cost of roadside mainte-
nance." 

T h e basic functions of 
the roadside, says Land-
phair, make it more deserv-
ing of special attention. 

" T h e immediate shoul-
der provides information, 
lighting, emergency stop-
ping areas, and runoff re-
covery. The middle zone is 
u s u a l l y o c c u p i e d b y 
dra inage c h a n n e l s . T h e 
back slope generally pro-
vides space for large infor-
m a t i o n s t a n d a r d s a n d 
lighting, as well as access to 
and screening from adja-
cent property." 

According to Landphair, 
environmental conditions 
surrounding the roadside 
also make it worthy of more 
care. 

—Terry McIverD 
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