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Viterra 
Gelscape 

The consistent moisture available from Gelscape 
ensures faster germination and early establishment 
of turf, even on stressed areas. Gelscape's* ability to 
re-release this moisture reduces irrigation frequency, 
while providing better survival of turf and plantings. 

Reliable moisture for faster 
establishment and better survival. 
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rumo METE-R-MATIC 
Self-Propelled Top Dresser 

» Endless Composition 
Belt 

»Compact and 
Maneuverable for 
Small Areas 

• 11.5 Cubic Foot 
Hopper 

• 5 hp l/C 
Engine 

Top Dressing levels existing turf on golf courses while 
stimulating growth. For larger jobs Turfco also manufac-
tures Tow Type and Truckster-Mounted Top Dressers. 

TURFCO MFG. INC. 
3456 N. Washington Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55412-2688 
612/588-0741 • Fax 612/588-0741 
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courses in northern and 
southern Michigan built re-
c e n t l y w i t h b e n t g r a s s 
greens, tees and fairways," 
notes Vargas. "Once those 
( a r e a s ) get i n t o s h a d e , 
pretty soon you see a tre-
mendous thinning of the 
bentgrass, and soon the an-
nual bluegrass is in there. 

"Whether you use PGRs, 
P r o g r a s s or w h a t e v e r , 
you're going to have annual 
bluegrass in shaded areas. 
You're also going to have it 
in high traffic areas with 
t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t s of 
wear and compaction. It's 
the only grass that can tol-
erate that compacted soil." 

Perk ins b e l i e v e s that 
"full-season survival (of an-
nual bluegrass) almost be-
comes a genetic problem." 
He s u g g e s t s t h a t b i o -

technology could e v e n -
tually be a solution. 

DowElanco is embark-
ing on biotechnology as it 
relates to green and grow-
ing p lants . We h a v e n ' t 
reached the point of manip-
ulating the genotype that is 
Poa annua. That could be in 
the future." 

Says Dr. Bruce Branham 
of M S U : " ( I m p r o v i n g 
winter hardiness) is a ques-
tion that gets into plant 
physiology and it is one that 
you can't do much about." 
about." 

Branham believes poa's 
vulnerability to winter kill 
is one of the best reasons to 
try a different species. 

"We're not going to man-
age our way out of winter 
hardiness without a much 
more genet ic a p p r o a c h , " 
Branham says. • 

RESEARCH 

Mowing effects 
on nutrition 
begun by Bolens 
K U T Z T O W N , Pa. — A 
study to measure nutrient 
levels in soil after repeated 
grass cuttings has begun. It 
is s p o n s o r e d by B o l e n s 
Corp., Port Washington , 
Wise., and the Rodale Re-
search Center here. 

The three-year test also 
will determine the nutrient 
benefits of returning grass 
clippings to the soil with a 
m u l c h i n g mower versus 
the collection and bagging 
of clippings with a conven-
tional walk-behind mower. 

T h e s t u d y w a s a n -
nounced jointly by Bolens 
p r o d u c t m a n a g e r T o m 
Wellnitz and Dr. Robert D. 
Hart, director of the Rodale 
Research Center. 

" B o l e n s and R o d a l e 
have agreed to run this ex-
periment because the dis-
posal of grass clippings has 
become a major environ-
mental concern forcommu-
n i t i e s a l l a c r o s s t h e 
country. We both believe a 
mulchingmowercan offera 
very viable and effective 
solution," says Wellnitz. 

" W e wanted to objec-
tively and quanti tat ively 
verify previous assertions 
that mulching returns in-
creased nitrogen and nutri-

ents to the soil." 
Many of the reported 

benefits of mulching are 
based on a Michigan State 
University study done from 
1972 to 1974. The study re-
vealed that mulching pro-
duces a generally greener 
and healthier lawn because 
mulch particles decompose 
and are absorbed by the 
grass root system within 14 
days. 

M u l c h , t h e s t u d y 
showed, returns nutrients 
to the soil and allows evap-
oration at the soil level 
without adding to thatch 
buildup. 

The new tests, as an-
n o u n c e d by Bo lens and 
Rodale, will be held at the 
research center's 305-acre 
facility in Kutztown, Pa. 

Two identical grass-cov-
ered plots have been set 
aside. They will be mowed 
(the grass cut at specific 
h e i g h t s ) on a w e e k l y 
basis—one with a Bolens 
w a l k - b e h i n d m u l c h i n g 
mower and the other with a 
Bolens walk-behind rear 
bagging model with its col-
lection bag attached. 

Intermediate and deep 
soil cores will be taken be-
fore and after each growing 
season. They will be ana-
lyzed for leaching, nitrogen 
and other mineral and nu-
trient activity levels by the 
center staff and by Pennsyl-
vania State University. • 


