
LANDSCAPING 

California's landscapers 
take advantage of drought 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Landscape con t rac tors in 
this drought - r idd led state 
are taking advantage of the 
lack of water this year to 
fur ther service customers ' 
lawns and landscapes. 

Wal t e r Bar rows ' com-
p a n y in S a n t a B a r b a r a , 
where lawn watering is re-
s t r i c t e d , is u s i n g g r e e n 
paint on brown, dormant 
turf. 

"California 's rainy sea-
son really ends in Apri l ," 
notes Larry Rohlfes, com-
m u n i c a t i o n s d i r ec to r for 
the Cal i forn ia Landscape 
C o n t r a c t o r s A s s o c i a t i o n 
(CLCA). "So we don' t ex-
pect any more rain until fall 
this year." 

The CLCA's position on 
water states, in part: "The 
key is eff ic ient irr igation 
m a n a g e m e n t . Far m o r e 
water can be saved by im-

proved irrigation manage-
ment than by other water-
c o n s e r v i n g l a n d s c a p e 
practices." 

R o h l f e s says t ha t t h e 
CLCA has been busy dis-
s e m i n a t i n g w a t e r - s a v i n g 
hints to the public through 
the mass media. 

"This is the fourth year 
of d r o u g h t , " n o t e s ho r -
t icul tural extension agent 
Janet Hartin of San Bernar-
dino County. "People are 
beginning to water more in-
telligently—in the morning 
and on a schedule. We've 
put together a lawn water-
ing guide for homeowners 
with min imums and forty 
commonly-asked questions 
and their answers. 

"We are all in total agree-
ment out here: do the grunt 
work on your irrigation sys-
tem and save 10 to 20 per-
cent of your water." • 

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR NEEDS. 
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GROWTH PRODUCTS 
LIQUID PROFESSIONAL 
FERTILIZERS AND 
MICRONUTRIENTS are 
formulated for your 
special turf and 
horticultural needs.Our 
products make it EASIER 
for you to SPOON FEED 
special areas like Tees 
and Greens or SOLVE 
DEFICIENCY 
PROBLEMS. Take one 
minute to look over our 
product l ine.. . 

Our complete balanced blend with 
methylene ureas for slow release 

nitrogen and micronutrients. 

Growth Products Liquid Professional Fertilizers are exclusive 
products manufactured with only the highest quality materials 
to assure the BEST RESULTS for your turf and horticultural 
programs. Our products are TRUE SOLUTIONS. 
. . . . AND CALL US ON OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER FOR 

OUR CLOSEST DISTRIBUTOR OR TO DISCUSS YOUR 
PARTICULAR NEEDS . . . 
Available in all size containers, 55 gal. drums and bulk deliveries. 

1-800-648-7626 
914-428-2517 in NY 
FAX: 914-428-2780 

PRODUCTS LTD P.O. Box 1259 
White Plains, NY 10602 

Real or artificial? 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — It's real, explains turf expert 
George Toma (left, with Jonathan Harmer of Great Bri-
tain). Noting that dirt tends to accumulate in artificial turf, 
Toma decided to sow some Ph.D. ryegrass into the mat and 
dust it lightly with sand. The pre-germinated seed 
sprouted within four days and is nourished with Bov-A-
Mura organic fertilizer and Ferromec liquid iron. The real 
grass/turf mat can be playable within a couple weeks, 
after which a high pressure hose can be used to blast the 
grass out, says Toma. This novel grass-growing approach 
is one of several possibilities for re-turfing artificial sur-
faces to meet the World Cup Soccer standards. 

GOLF 

Golf courses offer 
a n s w e r s to p rob lem 
PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. — 
The golf industry needs to 
conv ince the publ ic that 
golf is part of the solution to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p roblems , 
not par t of the problem, 
says Perry Dye, president of 
the Golf Course Builders of 
America. 

" W h e t h e r it 's bui ld ing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l habi ta t or 
taking care of water prob-
lems, golf courses are part 
of the solution, not part of 
the problem," says Dye. 

"The studies we need to 
compe te in today ' s envi -
ronmental arena have to be 
three to five years old, they 
have to be very well docu-
mented, and they ' re very 
expensive," says Dye. "The 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s h a v e 
spent the money, so we're 
behind in our research in 
order to provide that one 
piece of informat ion that 

proves that golf courses are 
part of the solution." 

Dye says an important 
"buzzword" in 1990s will 
be "spoon-feeding." 

" I th ink spoon-feeding 
through irrigation is some-
thing that's going to help us in 
the fu ture ," he says. "We 
n e e d to s p o o n - f e e d o u r 
grasses in s t ead of us ing 
heavy applications and do 
soil balancing and soil mixing 
at the time of construction. 
Sites will then be environ-
mentally safe for a long, long 
time and require less chemi-
cals for maintenance." 

Dye notes reports from 
Japan that more than 90 
c a d d i e s h a v e d e v e l o p e d 
skin problems and rashes 
due to mis-applicat ion of 
pesticides. Such incidents 
demonstrate the need to ex-
port our knowledge of turf 
management. 


